Yellow-browed Warbler

Phylloscopus inornatus Category A
Rare migrant 34 records

Breeds in high and central latitudes of the east Palear:
chiefly in Siberian Russia, wintering from central Ne
east to eastern China and south to the Malay penins
Considering its range it is a surprisingly frequent, e
regular visitor to Europ, with a marked increase i
recent years leading to a number of winter and spr
records(Snow & Perrins, 1998)

It is ascarce but regular autumn migrant to Kent
variable numberstarein winter and springKOS, 2020)

The first Folkestone and Hythe record involved one s
by David Mussorat Folkestone on the 22 September
1959 which wasonly the fourthfor the county and alsc
appeared in the British Birds Rarity Committee report
the year It remained a national rarity until 1963 (BBF
2020)

Yellowbrowed Warblerat the Willop Sewage Works
(Brian Harper

Thesecondoccurred15 years later to the day in Folkestone Warren on th& &2ptember 1974Descriptions of
these birds are provided below.

There was then a ait of almost another 15 years until the next, at Mill Point on tfeC&tober 1988and this was
followed by one at Church Hougham on theé'Zlctober 19961t has however occurred with some regularity since
2003, with30 records in the lasil8 years, as shown in figure The rarity of this species locally during the 1990s,
when the area was wellatched, is remarkablas there were around 215 occurrences in the county during this
decade and despite its more regular appearances recently itaie®s comparatively scarce heré seems very likely
that occurrences are ovdpoked as it can turn up in suitable habitat almost anywhend be relatively unobtrusive
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Figure 1¥Yellow-browed Warblerecords at Folkestone ardythesince 1985



The records by week are given in figure 2
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Figure 2Yellowbrowed Warblerecords at Folkestone and Hythe by week

Considering its scarcity locally it is extraordinary that Botkestone and Hytharea should host only the second
county record of the species in sprirg singing male found by lan Roberts at Abbotscliffe on thil@y 2006 This
quickly followed the firsKentspring recordalsoa singing maleand possibly the same individual, at Dungenégs
days earlier.

All autumnsightingshave been between thé8" Sepember (week 38)and 4™ November (week 4y with a peak in
late Septembeftearly October

Hgure 3 shows thelistribution of recorddy tetrad
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Figure 3: Distribution of afellowbrowed Warblerecords at Folkestonand Hythe by tetrad

Records have lan welldistributed with recorddrom 14 tetrads @5%) including a number of inland recordghere
is a definite coastal biagjith ten records from Samphire Ha@adfive from Mill Pointbut there have been sightings
at 15 other sites.



YellowbrowedWarbler at Abbotscliff¢lan Roberts)-the second spring record in Kent

The full list of records is as follows:

1959 Folkestone, one, 22 September D. F.Musson

1974 Folkestone Warren, one, 22September (MA. Allen, M. Martin)

1988 Mill Point, one, 3 October (I. A. Roberts)

1996 Church Hougham, one, 2Dctober (M. Kennett)

2003 Mill Point, one, 18 October (D. A. Gibson)

2004 Abbotscliffe, one, 8 October(D. A. Gibson)

2005 Samphire Hoe, one"8ctober(P. Holt)

2006 Abbotscliffe one in songnear Church Woodd" May, photographedl. A. RobertsP. Holt, D. E. Smith, D. A.
Gibsonet al)

2007 Samphire Hoe, ong27" to 28" September (P. Hoét al)

2007 Samphire Hoe, one&d" September (P. Holt), different to above, possibly two present

2007 NickollsQuarry, onen west hedge3® October R K Norman)

2009 Samphire Hoe, one, TDctober(P. Holt)

2009 Capelle-Ferne one, near Royal Oak pull? Mlovember (I. A. Roberts)

2010 Samphire Hoe, ondl4" October, totographed(l. A. Roberts)

2010 FolkestoneTown one, near Civic centre, 2Dctober B. Ryah

2011 Capelle-Ferne one, in gardenon Cauldham Lane, 2&eptember, potographed P.Edmondson)

2012 Samphire Hoe, one™October (P. Holt, R. Card)

2013 Shorncliffe Camp, one, $Dctober (M. Sutherland)

2013 Folkestone Downs (Crettill), ong 12" October (D. A. Gibson)

2014 Mill Point,one, 25" October (I. A. Robert$/. Vandeoh

2016 Samphire Hoegne, 18" September (P. Holt)

2016 Mill Point,one, 18" September (A. J. Greenland)

2016 Beachborough Lakesne, 26" September (S. Tomlinson)

2016 Mill Point,one, 9" October(l. A. Roberts)

2016 Samphire Hoegne, 10" October (P. Holt)

2017 Hythe,one, 22" September (P. Howe)

2017 Samphire Hoe, onat western end 31* October(P. Smith), with same or possibly another at eastern endon

November(D. E. Smith

2018 Samphire Hoe, one8o 9" October (P. HojtP. Smith

2018 Horn Street, one, 17October (P. Howe)

2018 Beachborough Lakes, one,"28ctober (S. Tomlinson)

2018 Aldergate Bridge, one/“November (D. Wrathall)

2019 Cheriton, one, 1% October (N. C. Frampton)

2019 Willop Sewage Works™“November (B. Harper)

2020 Newbeach Holiday Park' Dctober (B. Harper)



An account of the first area recorsl given below.

Yellow-browed Warbler at Folkestone Warren
22nd September 1959

(David F Musson)
Single bird seen at 15 feet range with Chiffchaff and Goldcrest.
Very small size, but longer than Goldcrest. Habits much as Chiffchaff but more inclinegatcliiypg and rathe

more acrobatic. Very obvious supercillary stripes. Runmipyellow but rather paler than rest of back. Two obvig
light bars across coverts. Back greenish, underparts pale yellow.

YellowbrowedWarbler atthe Willop Sewage Work®rian Harper)



A description of the second area record is also provided below:
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