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Introduction

Welcome to thesixth Folkestone and Hythe Bird Report which covers the 195 species recorded7intt2®kame
total asthe previous yearWhilst there were no additions tthe area list there weremany highlightgo report,
including the second record &horttoed Treecreeper, the third Greenish Warbler, the fifth Water Pipit, the ninth
Egyptian Goose and the ninth and tenth Great WhiteeBgrSightings of Lorgiled Duck, Spoonbill, Black Kite,
Goshawk (2), Rougkgged Buzzard, Crane, Caspian Gull, Iceland Guled®ee (2 recordsflocks), Hoopoe and
Hawfinch added further excitement.

The early winter period was notable for soragceptional counts of Cormorant (far exceeding previous res}pad
record winter count ofOystercatcherand an impressive Starling murmuration involving the second ever largest
count, whilst the spring produced the secotalgest evermovementof Chaffinblesand a record day total for Red
Kites. Seawatching provided a number of highlights, including a rexprdlling count of Fulmar, the second highest
spring passage of Pintail, record day counts and spring totals of Grey Plover and Knot, the secenddanjef
Arctic Terns and a good passage of Pomarine Skuas (including a record count for April).

There were earliest ever arrival dates of Sandwich Tern and Sedge Weshilghr,wasfollowed by a record count of
Sedge Warbler territories in May, whilste arrival date for Reed Warbler equalled the earliest ever and the count of
their territories also equalled the previous highest totdlhere were also notably early arrivals of Common
Sandpiper, Sand Martin, Houdéartin and Lesser Whitethroat, with lalhree common hirundines being seen in
March for only the second timeSpring also saw the latest ever record of Snipe and the departiate for Purple
Sandpiperand Fieldfare weraotably late too.

It is pleasingto be able to report on the continuingreeding success of Raven, whilst Lesser Blacked Gull and
Black Redstart als@mised young. Hobbies probably bred again and a Nightingale appeared to be holding territory at
Hythe Ranges for the second consecutive year. There were possible breedndsrof Wieatear from three sites,

but with no further evidencebtained and there were two unusual summer records of Water Rail.

The summer saw a new record count of Little Egret and thedirstjuvenile Yellowlegged Gull (in a record year for
this species) in July and the second largest ever count of Mistle Thrushes (in Aligeis#)were record counts of
Blackcap and Bearded Tit in autumn, with a notably earlytRexhted Diver andather late departures of Cuckoo
and Sandwich Tern. The yearded with a recoreequalling movement of Retthroated Divers and a new highest
winter count of Great Skuas in Decemb€&here was a welcome return for Turtle Dove but some rather surprising
omissions from the year list, with no recordsPochard, Manx Sheaater, Osprey, Crossbill or Snow Bunting.

¢tKS / KAySasS t2yR I SNRYy NBO2NR FTNRBY Hamn gFa F2NXI§
October 2017 (Holet al, 2017) and an account of the finding was published in their June 2017 (iReberts &

5t gaz2yz HAamMtT0X (23SGKSNI 6A 0K RSOl MdngrnyRTStodd&tS20)7Twow / Q
Migration Day Eents were held again, on the I Beptember andl5" October, coordinated by Paul Holt and the
volunteers at Samphirédoe, and proved extremely popular and successful witereenish Warbler being the
highlight of the first event and a Shetded Treecreeper the highlight of the second.

If there are any local records which have not been included within this repoould be very thankful to receive
them. The boundaries of the local area can be found on 88gmd my contact details are given below.

lan Roberts

19" January2018

Telephone: 07971 207899 Twitter: @folkestonebirds

Email: ian_rober@yahoo.co.uk Facebook: www.facebook.com/ian.roberts.98622
Website: www.folkestonebirdscom You Tube: Folkestone Birds

Front cover: Shorttoed Treecreeper at Samphire Hoe in October 2017 (Martin Collins)

Citation: Roberts, I. A. (2@). 2017 Folkestone and Hyth&ird Report
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Review of the year
January

After a rather wet first day the next ten were mostly dry and cool, wlélytime temperatures in single figures and
some overnight frosts. The £20 the 14" were particularly cold and windy, with a couple of bands of rain turning to
wintry showers, with a reasonable covering of snow on the higher ground. This was followespél of ten days or

so of dry weather as high pressure became established and clear skies led to some severe overnight frosts, leading
the canal and parts of Nickolls Quarry freezing over, and observations were hampered on a couple of days |
freezing fog. The end of the month was milder, with more cloud and some significant rainfall on"the 29

'L G2 py adziS {él ya
Bridge from 2016 into early January, with
fSrad np &aGAff LINBA:
many of these continugto use Nickolls Quarr §
as an overnight roost. A Greylag Goose \ |
seen at Samphire Hoe on the "93with seven |
at Nickolls Quarry the next day and one
.202fF LIKQa . NAR3IS (2
month. Around 220 Brent Geese were not
moving east durindanuary, with a peak of 15
passing Samphire Hoe on th8.6A flock of 20 ©
Shelduck flew over Nickolls Quarry on th® !
Mandarin Ducks were present at Chesterfie
222R 06c¢c0 FYR C2f14aQ -
Wigeon was at Nickolls Quarry on th8, Svith :
eigpt on the sea off the Willop Outfall on th Iceland Gull at Nickolls Quarry (lan Roberts
25",

Up to three Gadwall were seen at Nickolls Quarry on three dates and 13 were wintering on the lake at Folkestor
Racecourse, whilst Teal were winteriag the Willop Basin (up to 43) and Chesterfield Wood (130), with small
ydzZYo SNBE Ay GKS . 202t LKQa . NARISkbAO| 2t & v dz Niee I NE
Shoveler were seen at Nickolls Quarry on tffe Bith a female there o the 23%. A Tufted Duck arrived at Nickolls
Qu:;\rry on the 14, with 13 there on the 18and up to two until the 24, whilst one was at the Willop Basin on the
25",

A flock of tenScaupwere reported on the sea off the Hythe Redoubt on thé" Hhd there was a peak of 75
Common Scoter there on thé"® | -K@NEEsandeNB Y Ay SR |G . 202t LIKQ&a . NAR3
2", whilst three (one drake) flew soutlest there on the T and two drakes flew over on the $1Six Grey
Partiidges near the Willop Sewage Works from tiid at least the 8 were the first record on the local section of

the Romney Marsh since 2005.

Redthroated Diver movements included 70 flying west at the Willop Outfall on tffeabél 302 east past Mill Ru
on the 27". Fulmars had returned to the cliffs in December and at least six were present at Samphire Hoe
throughout, whilst four flew east past Mill Point on the'27

Following a record count of 225 in late December 2016, Cormorants were notedept&xal numbers, presumably
originating from the roost at Dungeness (where record numbers were also recorded) and heading out into the
EnglishChannel to feed. At least 100 were seen off Sandgate on'th&gl flew east past Samphire Hoe on tfe 9

305 flew east past Mill Point on the 10395 flew east there on the 17 an incrediblel,230flew east there on the

26" and 910 (including a flock of 610) flew east past Samphire Hoe on the@faller numbers were seen heading
back west towards theoosting site on some afternoons, including 250 past Mill Point on tife @8 to two Shags
were seen regularly in the Mill Point/Sandgate area throughout, whilst one was seen off Hythe of'theditere

were five at Samphire Hoe on the®4with fourthere on the 3§.



Up to five Little Egrets were wintering in tt
202t LKQa . NAR3ISKkbAC
to two in the Saltwood Castle/Mill Stream are
and singles at Copt Point, Samphire Hoe
West Hythe. Little Grebes were seen at t
Willop.  aAy X t NAyOSa tt
Bridge (4) and Great Crested Grebe cou
Ay Of dZRSR pn 2 F F(Hy@eé ént
the 30", 65 off Hythe on the 7, 190 off the
Willop Outfall on the 18 and 238 off the
Hythe Redoubt on the"8

Single MarshHarriers were seen at Nickol
Quarry on the ¥, Donkey Street on the 35
and the Willop Basin on the 28 y R |-
i I Meh BRarrierflew over the A20 near Cape
le-Ferne on the 29. A Merlin and a Peregrin
were at the Willop Basin on the 22 whilst
t SNEINRAYSa gSNB | fa
Bridge, Folkestone and along the cliffs betwe
Capelle-Ferne and Samphire Hoe. Water R: §
were wintering at West Hythe dam, Nicko
Quarry (3+) and Princes Parade (4), whils §
single Coot remained at the tter site and
numbers at Nickolls Quarry increased to 22
the 239 whilst 20 Moorhens were counted ¢
West Hythe on the .

Barn Owl at Nickolls Quar(rian Harpéer

Oystercatchers were seen regularly between the Hythe Redoubt and the V@li¢fall, with a good count of 36
there on the 3®, whilst the Ringed Plover roost at Folkestone Beach peaked at 24 on ‘thentiOa single Grey
Plover was at the Willop Outfall on the .5Wintering Golden Plovers were present in the highest numberssin
2010, with a flock at Tumble Tye Fa(@apelle-Fernd peaking at 64 on the 21and a flock in the Postling Wents
area peaking at 66 on the 18and Lapwing flocks were counted at Hillhurst Farm (100), Tumble Tye Farm (110).
Willop Basin (119), Botc#pQa . NA RIS omon0v |yR tz2adGfAay3a 2Syida odmc o

Sanderling were seen regularly at the Willop Outfall, with a peak of fivenoitth, and singles were at the Hythe
Redoubt and Folkestone Harbour, whilst Purple Sandpipers were present at Battery3eaibtook (2), the Hythe
Redoubt (3) and Hythe seafront (4). Good numbers of Snipe were recorded, with flocks of 50 in a stubble field ne
c2f1a4Q 222R FtyR G GKS 2Aft2L) .FaAy> FyR 20KSNA I
but the only Jack Snipe seen were at Nickolls Quarry on then8 at the Willop Basin on the T6Woodcock were
widely noted with singles at Perry Wood, Cowtye Wood, Saltwood Castle, Oak Banks, near Summerhouse Hill ¢
Bargrove Wood, with at least two at Fdkgood.

A single Curlew was seen on two dates at the Willop Basin and at least one Green Sandpiper was wintering in t
. 202 LJKQa . NAR3ISkbAO12ff& vdza NNEB |NBFX gKAfAadG wSRa
Basin (2), Nickolls @uy (2) and Folkestone Harbour (6). A Great Skua was seen off Mill Point of #rel 1
Kittiwake counts included 20 at Samphire Hoe, 30 at Hythe and 31 off Folkestone Pier, whilst an inicetdace
Gullwas seen at Nickolls Quarry on th® ®&lumbers 6 auks were low, with a peak of just 37 Guillemots/Razorbills
flying east past Mill Point on the 2&nd single Razorbills were identified at the Hythe Redoubt, Sandgate, Mill Point
and Samphire Hoe, with six off Folkestone Pier on the 7

A Barn Owlremained at Nickolls Quarry from December and was seen on several dates during the month, whils
another was reported at Sandling mmlonth, and Little Owls were seen near the Willop Sewage Works and at
Church Hougham, with Tawny Owls noted at Lympne Pardd\M.ympne, Palmarsh and Paraker Wood. Kingfishers
gSNE NBO2NRSR i GKS 2Aff2L) hdzd FrHEfs .202fLKQa . NAR
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I LI AN 2F wl @Sya ¢St
breeding site at Samphire Hoe, with others
Abbotgliffe and Church Hougham (2). The o
wintering Firecrests were two at West Hyth
whilst Marsh Tits were noted at Bargro\
Wood, Brockhill Country Park (2) and Para
Wood, and fourBearded Titsremained at
Nickolls Quarry from December. Sky L
counE Ay Of dZRSR pn 0
Warblers were recorded from the Willo
Sewage Works, Nickolls Quarry (2) and Prir
Parade (2) but the only Chiffchaffs noted we
arAy3atsSa G GKS 2Aff?2
Bridge and Mill Point, whilst Blackcapgre
wintering at Folkestone (2) and Hythe (3).

There was an arrival &faxwingsfrom the 8",
when 20 were reported at Hythe, but nor
lingered long. Three were at Hythe again
the 9", with seven there on the 13 six at
Folkestone Leas on the 1%nd at least 23 a
Nickolls Quarry on 15 A roost of Starlings ha
begun to accumulate in Folkestone duril
December and numbers swelled to arou
6,000 during January. The birds were seer
engage in some spectacular pm@ost
murmurations before setthg into two Holm
Oaks in Pleydell Gardens.

Waxwing at Hythe (Nigel Webs)er

Winter thrush numbers were generally low apart from a flock of around 100 Fieldfares and 300 Redwings &
Blackhouse Shaw, smaller counts elsewhere included 12 FieldfalieK& 2 Af f 2LJ . I aAy X wmp |
at Tumble Tye FarrfCapelle-Ferng, and 40 Redwings at Saltwood. Stonechats were noted at Abbotscliffe, Willop
Sewage Works (2), Nickolls Quarry (2) and Samphire Hoe (3). Willop Sewage Works held updM&gRils with

30 Meadow Pipits at the Willop Basin, whilst Rock Pipits were logged at the Willop Outfall, Hythe Redoubt, Battel
Point, Samphire Hoe and Folkestone Harbour/Pier (2).

The only Siskins noted were two near Saltwood Castle on tfieviilst Linnets were wintering at the Willop Basin
6cO0 FYR YSIFENItSRftAY3IS omcoO>X gA0GK | Stf26KIFYYSNI Tt 20]
(16) and near Pedlinge (25).

February

Mild weather continued from January until theé"sdefore easterly winds brought cooler, cloudy but mostly dry
weather for the following week, culminating in a few wintry showers on th& Ftom the 13 it was generally mild

in a southerly airflow, and temperatures exceeded 15°C on tffe S6brm Dos brought some blustery conditions
on the 23 but there was no significant rainfall until the arrival of Storm Ewan on tfie 27

') G2 nc adziS {élya NBYIFAYSR G . 202t LKQa . NAR3IS TN
site of Nicklls Quarry towards the end of the first week of the month. Around 70 Brent Geese were logged moving
east during February with peaks of 35 past Hythe Ranges/Sandgate on"tamd 5 past the Willop Outfall on the
22" A flock of sevelgyptian Geeswere seen at the Willop Basin on the morning of thé'21

Small numbers of Shelduck were noted at coastal sites with a peak of eight at the Willop Outfall off tred Jit
least nine Mandarin Ducks remained at Chesterfield Wood.



The lake at Folkestoriracecourse held 2 Tes
3 Tufted Ducks and 18 Gadwall, whilst the
were also Teal at the Willop Basin (10),
flooded ground near Stutfall Castle (12) and
Chesterfield Wood (180), whilst three we
seen on the sea off Hythe on the 1.8Two
Tufted Du&s remained at Nickolls Quarry ar
a female Redreasted Merganser was see
there on the 10. Two Grey Partridge
remained near the Willop Sewage Worked
throated Diver movements included 64 eg
past Samphire Hoe on thé"6100 west pasi
Hythe on the 18" (when 140 were alsc
counted on the sea between Sandgate and
Willop Outfall) and 90 west past the Willc
Outfall on the 24. Redbreasted Merganser at Nickolls Quarry (Brian Hgrper

Up to nine Fulmars were at nesting sites at Samphire Hoaughout, whilst there were smaller numbers noted
passing coastal sites, including seven off Mill Point on tH2 &%l six there on the 27 and counts of Gannets
included 50 off Folkestone Pier on the™20

Following the record counts of CormorantsJanuary even more spectacular numbers were witnessed in February,
no doubt originating from the roost at Dungeness (which peaked at an incredible total of 1,860 on the evening of th
2"%. The highest count locally df471 heading east past Mill Point othe morning of the ¥ represented a
significant proportion of this roost, whilst a total of around 1,290 east past Samphire Hoe on the morning Bf the 6
included a flock of over 800 . There were also some large counts as birds headed back west tosverdsttsite,
including 750 over Folkestone on th& &and 1,000 past Samphire Hoe on thB. Bingle Shags were seen off
Sandgate on two dates and Samphire Hoe on three dates, whilst one flew west past Folkestone Pier 8n the 20

Great Crested Grebe wunts included 6ff Hytheon the 11", at least 100ff the Willop Outfallon the 17" and a

total of 169 between there and Folkestone Harbour the next day. A Little Grebe was at Samphire Hoe frém the 5
and a Marsh Harrier flew in off the sea at Sealtron the 18'. Water Rails remained at Nickolls Quarry and Princes
Parade (5).

AnAvocetwas seen off the Hythe Redoubt on theé™ 8vhilst Lapwings flocks were present at Tumble Tye Farm (55),
202 LKQa . NAR3IS omMTHU | yiitee Pl Sanipipére rednaindd &tAHythe GUp stonld &
{YALIS 6SNB aSSy |4 GKS 2Atft2L) . laAyzs gKAfad cH &SN
increased to a peak of seven at the Willop Basin on thé 8ix Redshank remained at Folkest Harbour and a
peak of 11 were noted at the Willop Basin on tfie 8

Kittiwake counts included 30 flying west past Mill Point on th& 88d 38 on the sea off Samphire Hoe on tie 8
whilst Lesser Bladiacked Gull numbers increased from around smidnth. An exceptionally early Sandwich Tern
was seen off Hythe on the $8Auk numbers remained low with peak counts of 16 Razorbills off Hythe on the 18
and 25 Guillemots off Folkestone Pier on thé' 20

ARingnecked Parakeetvas seen in the Willop Ba/Sewage Works area on th&.6The pair of Ravens remained at
frad &8SINRa ySald aaasS d {IFYLKANBE 12S FYyR 20KSNAE 6 S
Wood (2).

A Firecrest was found in Enbrook Parkthe 19" and a pair oMarsh Tits were noted at Casebourne Wood on the
24" / SGGAQE 21 NPt SNE 6SNBE NBO2NRSR FNRY bAaldlz2ffa vdz
Chiffchaffs at the Willop Sewage Works included one showing characteristics of theigisnwhilst one at Princes
Parade on the Z%and two at Enbrook Park on the 2@ere evidently new arrivals, as they were the first of the year

at these sites. Wintering Blackcaps remained at Hythe (at least two) and Folkestone (3).



The Starling roost atPleydell Gardens
Folkestone continued to hold an estimate
5,000 birds in the early part of the montl
Winter thrush counts included 70 Fieldfares
202 LKQa . NAR3IS FyF
Fieldfares and 400 Redwings at Blackho
Shaw. A small akal of Black Redstarts we
evident during the first week, with one ¢
Samphire Hoe on the ™8 and singles al
Folkestone Harbour and the Willop Sewa
Works on the 8. Stonechats were noted at th
Willop Sewage Works, Folkestone Racecot
(2) and SamphirdHoe (7), whilst the Willog
Sewage Works also held up to 70 P
Wagtails. A small flock of Siskins were hear:
Casebourne Wood on the 7whilst a group
of eight Twite were reported near the
Shearway Business Pai®heritor) on the &"

and between 20and 30 were reported a
Broadmead Village on thd"9 tristis Chiffchaff at Willop Sewage Works (lan Roberts

,éffEéKI-YYSNJ C)zdzyﬁé Ay Of dzZRSR wmMn |4 GKS 2 Aff 2L {SéI-EI
March

March began mild andhangeable with mainly soutivesterly winds. A Merlin flew west at the Willop Outfall on the

1%, where 4 Curlew, 7 Sanderling and 19 Oystercatchers were also noted, whilst two Firecrests were at Mill Point,
Little Egret, 3 Tufted Ducks and 10 Great texk<Grebes were at Nickolls Quarry, a Green Sandpiper and 3 Little
Grebes were at Botolph's Bridge and up to four Purple Sandpipers remained at Hythe. A Red Kite was reported flyi
over Samphire Hoe the next day, whilst the first nocturnal movement ofviRgd was noted that evening. On the

39 a Great Skua, a Sandwich Tern, 14 Pintail and 85 Brent Geese flew east past Mill Point and two Chiffchaffs w
seen at Enbrook Park

AWood Larkflew in off the sea at Samphire Hoe on th& gvhen a Chiffchaffvas seen at Seabrook and 130 Brent
Geese flew east past Mill Point. On tHR@&Red Kite flew souttvest over Samphire Hoe, with presumably the same
bird later passing soutivest over Hythe, whilst 5 Goldcrests were at Abbotscliffe, where 2 Reed BuriiGgsylag
Geese, 20 Goldfinches, 29 Siskins and 54 Chaffinches flew over. Another Red Kite flew west over SeabroBk on the
when a Chiffchaff, a Blackcap and 4 Water Rails were at Princes Parade and 2 Buzzards arrived in off the sea thel
Greylag Gose flew east at Nickolls Quarry, where two Chiffchaffs were present, and 181 Mediterranean Gulls an
296 Common Gulls were counted at Saltwood Castle. A Green Sandpiper and a Little Egret were at Nickolls Quarr
the 10", with a further Little Egret aAbbotscliffe.

A Red Kite and a Chiffchaff were at West Hythe on tie When a Firecrest was seen at Mill Point, a Little Egret at
Copt Point and 38 Rettiroated Divers and 340 Brent Geese flew east Samphire Hoe. The following day produced
Water Rail 2 Brambling, 2 Shoveler and 2 Chiffchaffs at Nickolls Quarry, 6 Velvet Scoter, 55 Common Scoter and
Great Crested Grebes on the sea off the Willop Outfall, a Wigeon, 2 Lapwing, 2 Curlew and 8 Teal at the Willop Ba
two Chiffchaffs at Enbrook Parkéda singing Blackcap and a Chiffchaff in gardens at Folkestone. Large numbers
Redwings were heard migrating after dark.

A cool northwesterly breeze on the 1Bproduced a Shoreared Owl flying in off the sea at Seabrook, a Grey
Wagtail, 2alba wagtals, 62 Siskins, 430 Starlings and 4,655 Chaffinches flying east at Abbotscliffe and a Whit
Wagtail at Beachborough LakesGéshawkwas reported flying west over Paraker Wood the next day, when two
Chiffchaffs were singing in Asholt Wood and two Whitegtslds were at Beachborough Lakes. A Firecrest was seen
at Shorncliffe Camp on the 5when 7 Siskins and 320 Chaffinches flew east at Abbotscliffe and 2 Reed Bunting
and 3albawagtails flew over Samphire Hoe.



A Red Kite flew souttvest over Lympne or
the 16". Further Red Kites flew ove
Abbotscliffe and Hythe (2) the following da
making a total of eight for the month, whilst
Black Redstart and 3 Chiffchaffs were at 1
former site, where 14 Siskins flew east. Thi
Chiffchaffs were seen at Folkese Downs,
with a Water Rail and 8 Chiffchaffs at Nickc
Quarry and 3 Water Rails, 4 Blackcaps anc
Chiffchaffs at Princes Parade. The "1
produced the first Wheatear at Samphire Hc¢
where 800 Brent Geese flew east, a Peregt
flew in off the sea fathe Hythe Redoubt, 2¢
Snipe were flushed from a stubble field ne
C2f 1 aQ and 212 RSanderling and 4
Turnstone were counted at the Willop Outfa
A Marsh Harrier flew souttwvest over Lympne
the next day.

Red Kite at Samphire Hoe (Paul Holt

Onthe 20" a Firecrest was seen at Samphire Hoe and 20 Fulmars flew west past Mill Point, where 71 Meadow Pip
flew in off the sea and 275 Brent Geese flew east. A Black Redstart was at Samphire Hoe nwine2h Green
Sandpiper was at Botolph's Bgel two Sandwich Terns were seen off Princes Parade and a Great Crested Grebe,
Tufted Duck and 2 Gadwall were on the lake atégithtne Racecourse

A shift to easterly winds on the 22nduced some movement at sea, with an adult Little Gull, a Great Skua, a Black
throated Diver, 27 Pintail, 48 Sandwich Terns and 500 Brent Geese flying past Mill Point and 90 Cormorants flyi
east past Hythe, whilst two Firecrests were seen at Samplige Bn the 278 two Bartailed Godwits, 2 Pintail, 3
Dunlin, 6 Shoveler, 24 Fulmars, 27 Redated Divers, 30 Common Scoter and 138 Sandwich Terns flew east past
Mill Point Hythe, a Shag was seen off Samphire Hoe and a Firecrest was at Nickolls Q@eegt. $kua, 2 Baailed
Godwits, 3 Shelduck, Blacktailed Godwits 5 Knot, 5 Pintail, 6 Shoveler, 12 Dunlin, 25 Kittiwakes, 31 Common
Scoter, 73 Gannets, 86 Common Gulls, 111 Fulmar and 142 Sandwich Terns flew east past Mill Point"owithe 24

a $ag offshore there and a Black Redstart seen in a garden in Hythe.

A Greenshank flew west over Princes Parade on the @%en 3 Redreasted Mergansers, 6 Sandwich Terns, 16
Siskins, 25 Fulmars and 50 Common Gulls flew east at Mill Point and singtesiravere noted there and at
Shorncliffe Camp. The first House Martin was at Nickolls Quarry the following day, wheadle®laGodwit and 6
Siskins flew east at Mill Point, Firecrests were seen at Abbotscliffe, Folkestone Warren and Hythe, araff€hiffch
and Blackcaps continued to arrive. On the"2¥ Firecrest and a Black Redstart were at Abbotscliffe, where a
Brambling, 12 Goldfinch, 18 Meadow Pipits, 45 Siskins and 588 Chaffinches flew east and 42 Brent Geese flew ¢
past Samphire Hoe, where &g was present offshore.

An Eider and 3 White Wagtails were seen at Samphire Hoe on thew2&n a Mandarin flew along the canal at
Princes Parade and three Canada Geese were present offshore. The first three Sand Martins flew through Nicke
Quarry o the 29", when an Eider, 9 Pintail and 30 Ratbated Divers flew east past Mill Point. The next day saw
the first Swallow and Willow Warbler at Nickolls Quarry, where a pair of Shoveler were also seen, whilst a Wheate.
was seen on the beach at HythEhe month ended with a Marsh Harrier, a Water Rail, 4 Swallows and 9 Sand
Martins at Nickolls Quarry and two Swallows at Lympne.

A pair of Ravens were nesting again at Samphire Hoe, with possibly another pair ateFagpak. The pair of

Oystercatcherdad returned to Nickolls Quarry in late March, with a pair of Canada Geese also looking likely tc
breed there.
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April

April was generally settled and very dry, with no significant rainfall. The first half of the month was dominated by ¢
southerly airfow and it was rather mild, with the temperature exceeding 20°C"n 9

Summer migrants continued to arrive g
including the earliest ever Sedge Warblers k<
Nickolls Quarry (two) and Princes Parade (tv ‘_ .
on the T, a Wheatear at Hythe Ranges a ¥
single Wilbw Warblers at Abbotscliffe an
Princes Parade on thé2and a Reed Warble
at Nickolls Quarry on the'B(which equalled 5
the earliest arrival date), when a Willo
Warbler and 2 Redwings were also not |
there, whilst Sedge Warblers increased
three singng males.

A male Marsh Harrier and a female Mer §
were seen at Botolph's Bridge on thé&, with
presumably the same Merlin at Donkey Stre 5
on the 3% Two Purple Sandpipers we
present at Hythe Redoubt on thé'dwith up to

A Red Kite flew east at Seabrook on tfi& @hen two were noted over Folkestone, a Barn Owl was seen at Nickolls
Quarry, four Siskins, 15 Goldfinches, 58 Linnets and 113 Chaffifkelveim/east at Abbotscliffe and 60 Sandwich
Terns were noted off Hythe Ranges. Four Swallows flew over Lympne Church dfh #heR8d Kite flew west at
Samphire Hoe on the™ when a Wheatear, a Black Redstart and 4 Chiffchaffs was also seen thefiestthgo
Yellow Wagtails were at Donkey Street, a Willow Warbler, 7 Chiffchaffs and 40+ hirundines (of 3 species) were
Nickolls Quarry and a Swallow flew over Folkestone Downs. Another Red Kite flew over Hythe the next day, wher
Firecrest was at Abliscliffe, where 12 Linnets and 46 Chaffinches flew east and another Swallow flew over
Folkestone Downs.

On the &' a Marsh Harrier, 2 Swallows and 4 Sand Martins flew in off the sea at Abbotscliffe, whilst 10 Linnets, 1
Goldfinches and 35 Chaffincheswleast and a Willow Warbler was present. A male Black Redstart was singing at
Hythe seafront (where it remained until at least th&)8whilst three Greylag Geese flew east at Seabrook. The
following day further Red Kites were seen over Saltwood and Ablitke, where two Siskins flew east, and four Jays
flew in off the sea at Hythe.

The &' saw the first signs of offshore passage in April, with a Pintail, the first 3 Common Terns, 5 Shoveler, 15 B:
tailed Godwits and 94 Sandwich Terns headinghgnne past Mill Point/ Samphire Hoe. The first Whitethroat was

at Copt Point, a Wheatear was at Princes Parade and small numbers of Swallows continued to arrive. A Dunlin
Sanderling, 2 Shoveler, 16 Brent Geese and 117 Sandwich Terns flew east past MiliePoatt day, when a
Whitethroat and twoSiskins were at Samphire Hoe.

Two Ring Ouzels, the first Lesser Whitethroat, a Willow Warbler, 2 Sand Martins and 4 Wheatears were |
Abbotscliffe on the 19, with a Ring Ouzel, 3 Wheatears and 3 Willow Warlde&amphire Hoe and a Whitethroat,

a Redwing, 2 Willow Warblers, 2 House Martins, 3 Sand Martins and 4 Sedge Warblers at Nickolls Quarry. The f
Common Sandpiper was at Nickolls Quarry the next day, whilst the Ring Ouzels remained at Abbotsdifjea(id 1
Samphire Hoe, and 3 Willow Warblers, 5 Whitethroats and 8 Blackcaps were at Princes Parade. Ring Ouz
increased to two at Samphire Hoe on the™@o 14"), when Willow Warblers were at Shornclife Camp and
Abbotscliffe (3).
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A Greenshank fleww@r Nickolls Quarry on thi
13", when 3 Willow Warblers and
Whitethroats were present there, a Shoveler
Reed Warbler and 2 Willow Warblers were
Princes Parade and four Shags were on the
off Abbotscliffe. On the % a Marsh Harrier
flew in off the sea at Abbotscliffe, six Sal
Martins flew in off the sea at Caple-Ferne,
two Shoveler were on the canal betwee
Palmarsh and West Hythe and a Ringed Plo
5 Sanderling and 14 Turnstone were at t
Hythe Redoubt.

A Lesser Whitethroat was at HglRoughs or
the 15", when a Willow Warbler was ¢
Samphire Hoe, where 9 Swallows flew w
and two House Martins flew in off the sea
Hythe. Pomarine Skuas at Mill Point (Brian Harper)

Three Shoveler and five Whimbrel were at Nickolls Quarrther6", where Reed Warblers had increased to four
singing males and Sedge Warblers to 14. There were also four Reed Warblers and 7 Whitethroats at Princes Parz:
whilst small numbers of Wheatears, Willow Warblers and Swallows continued to arrive. Qi'taeVelvet Scoter

flew east past Samphire Hoe whilst 16 Whimbrel flew east past Hythe.

A change to a northerly wind, combined with a few showers, appeared to induce a small arrival off theth&
singing Nightingale at Mill Point, 2 Common Redsta&2 Black Redstarts, 5 Wheatears and 9 Willow Warblers at
Samphire Hoe, 2 Wheatears, 6 Reed Warblers, 8 Whitethroats and 14 Willow Warblers at Princes Parade and a S
Martin, 8 Whimbrel, 10 Swallows and 18 House Martins at Nickolls Quarry, whilshib®ové| flew east past Hythe.

The following day produced a Ring Ouzel at Samphire Hoe and 5 Grey Plovetae@a&Bodwits, 21 Sandwich
Terns, 44 Whimbrel and 55 Gannets headed east at sea.

A Corn Bunting, 5 Yellow Wagtails and 10 Whimbrel were atemy at Donkey Street on the 20when a pair of
Shoveler were on the sea off the Hythe Redoubt and four Shags were noted off Samphire Hoe. The first two Swi
were seen flying east over Palmarsh on th&'2&hen two Ring Ouzels and 8 Willow Warbleesavat Samphire

Hoe and 13 Whimbrel flew east at Hythe. The following day s&paonbillfly east past Seabrook, whilst a Great
Skua passed Samphire Hoe, two Ring Ouzels were at Abbotscliffe, a Common Sandpiper and four Teal were
Nickolls Quarry and 8orn Buntings were seen along Donkey Street.

A spell of nortAwesterly winds grounded a few migrants from the™2%vhen there were a male Whinchat and 3
Wheatears were at Church Hougham, a Tree Pipit was Abbotscliffe and four Wheatears at Samphirethie60

the first Hobby was at Princes Parade, a Marsh Harrier arrived in off the sea at Seabrook and a Common Sandpipe
Sand Martin, 30 House Martins and 60 Swallows were at Nickolls Quarry. A Common Redstart was seen in a gar
in Folkestone on th 28",

A couple of days of soutBasterly winds led to an exciting end to the month, wititHaopoein Folkestone on the

29", when the first Cuckoo was at Nickolls Quarry, a Common Redstart and 10 Wheatears were at Samphire Hoe ¢
eight Wheatears weretaPeene Quarry, whilst at sea a Bldabkoated Diver, 2 Arctic Skuas, 2 Great Skuas, 2 Bar
tailed Godwits, 53 Arctic Terns and 385 Common Scoter flew east and 2 Yellow Wagtails, 2 Swifts and 26 Swallc
arrived in off.

On the 30" a Black Kiteflew in off the sea at Mill Point and was later seen heading west at Seabrook, whilst
seawatching produced an excellent total3* Pomarine Skugg record count for April), a Blatkroated Diver, 2
Gadwall, 6 Great Skuas, 7 Ringed Plovers, 8 Pintail, 8 ShovBlen)i®, 9 Arctic Skuas, 15 Bailed Godwits, 16
Whimbrel, 16 Shelduck, 22 Brent Geese, 59 Grey Plover and 325 Common Scoters. Elsewhere a Hobby flew «
Lympne Churchyard and a Common Sandpiper was seen along the canal at Seabrook.
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May

The south-easterly winds continued to the®1
and produced further skua passage offsho
with a Great, 2 Arctic and 5 Pomarine pass
east, whilst a adult Yellowlegged Gullwas
noted at Hythe. A Cuckoo, a Green Sandpij
a Common Tern, a Swift, 2 Sand ke, 2
Willow Warblers and 28 Swallows at Nickc
Quarry, two Whimbrel on thédythe Imperial
golf course and a late Fieldfare at Abbotscli
completed an interesting start to the month.

The wind then shifted to the north which mac &
for a quieter coupleof days, with just 2 &
Whimbrel, 2 Wheatears and 3 Yellow Wagt:
at Samphire Hoe and a Common Sandpipe §
Hythe being of note on the"? and singles o
Great Skua, Grey Plover and Whimbrel fly
east past Mill Point on the'

Whimbrel at Prince®Parade (Brian Harpgr

The 4" saw a small arrival of Swifts, with one at Folkestone, two at Cheriton, three at Abbotscliffe and four at Hythe
whilst three Wheatears were at Samphire Hoe, where 2 Yellow Wagtails and 5 Swallows flew in off the sea and
Shoveler and 11 Whimbrel flew east.

A change to a nortieasterly wind on the %led to an excellent movement at sea, with an Arctic Skua, a Redshank, 3
Ringed Plovers, 5 Pomarine Skuas, 6 Turnstone, 9 Whimbrel, 10 Sanderling, 11 DunliffaiBdBaodvits and
record counts ofLl04 Knot and 10%rey Plover flying east past Mill Point, whilst 2 Sand Martins, 3 Swifts and 36
Swallows arrived in off the sea there. The first Garden Warbler and 12 Swifts were seen at Beachborough Lakes
Swifts, 4 Sand Mart8) 20 Sedge Warblers, 25 House Martins and 45 Swallows were at Nickolls Quarry, two Hobbie
were at the Willop Basin and 11 Swifts flew in off the sea at Seabrook. The following day producedr@aRtst
Mergansers, 2 Bariled Godwits, 3 Pintails, 5 &r Plover and 8 Knot flying east past Mill Point, whilst Swifts
continued to arrive, including 41 flying east at Seabrook and good numbers seen over Hythe.

Despite an unpromising nortesterly wind on the ¥ there was a surprisingly good sea passagéh an Arctic

Skua, 3 Black Terns, 3 Pomarine Skuas, 1&Beat Godwits, 68 Whimbrel and 683 Common/Arctic Terns flying east
past Samphire Hoe, 2 Black Terns and 10 Little Terns flying east past the Hythe Redoubt, and 2 Eider, 2 Shoveler
4 Little Tens flying east past Mill Point. Three Shags and 6 Wheatears were also seen at Samphire Hoe, where
Swallows flew in off the sea, a Marsh Harrier was seen off Princes Parade and a Common Sandpiper was seen a
the canal at Hythe.

The &' saw 12 Swifts and 17 Swallows arriving in off the sea at Hythe, whilst the last 10 Brent Geese flew east the
and two Purple Sandpipers remained, but decreased to one the following day and there were no further sightings.
further 11 Swifts and 57 Swails flew in off the sea at Hythe the next day, whilst a very good count of 35 Reed
Warblers were along the canal at Princes Parade. Two Yellow Wagtails flew in off the sea at Abbotscliffe Bn the 1
and Swifts, Swallows and House Martins continue to @rivRed Kite flew east over Horn Street on th8, 1hilst

a Common Sandpiper was seen at Nickolls Quarry.

The first Spotted Flycatcher and a Sedge Warbler were at Samphire Hoe or'thehllgt a Tree Pipit was noted at
Church Hougham and a Yellow §til flew over Seabrook, and a Nightingale was singing at Hythe Ranges the
following day. On the 1%at least oneBeeeater and a Lapwing flew over Hythe and a female Marsh Harrier flew
west over Brockhill Country Park, whilst a Common Sandpiper wéshatan's BeactHythe) on the 15"
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Temperatures climbed to 25°C on the™and

a male Honey Buzzard flew over Abbotscli
but a cooler and quieter spell followed until
Common Sandpiper and a Hobby were seet
Princes Parade on the %2 Further varm

conditions made for an excellent last week
the month, with another Honey Buzzard ov
Abbotscliffe on the 2%, when a record
movement of at leastl8 Red Kites was note:
(3 over Lympne, at least 7 over Cheriton an
over Abbotscliffe), and anotheRed Kite flew
east at Samphire Hoe the next day. A party
six Beeeaterswere seen in a garden near tt
Willop Basin on the 2§ whilst a further Honey
Buzzard flew north over Folkestoaad a Little
Tern was seen off Princes Parade

1
s R

Beeeaters neathe Willop Basin (Paul Apps)

At least oneCranewas heard calling over Cheriton on the™8hen an Eider was seen off Princes Parade. Three
more Red Kites were seen on the"™2@ne at Cheriton and two at Folkestone), whilst at least 400 Common Scoter
were seen off Hythe, and a Shoveler flew over Beachborough Lakes orthe 31

June

June was mostly settled and dry, becoming increasingly warm frommuith with daytime temperatures
exceeding 30°C on the 2before a somewhat cooler and cloudier fimadek.

Raptor passage continued into June, with Honey Buzzards seen over Folkestone darntie-blkestone Downs on

the 2, and Red Kites over Bargrove Wood on tfleadd Beachborough Lakes on thd'2Hobbies seen on several
dates in the Abbotsclié and Seabrook areas were probably locally breeding birds. A Water Rail at Beachborougl
Lakes on the®lwas an unusual midummer record, as were three Siskins flying over Seabrook orf"the 8

An Eider seen off Princes Parade on tfeaas probably theone seen in late Maywith perhaps the same bird at
Sandgate on the 28 whilst also in Hythe Bay a fi,simmer Little Gull was seen on two dates'{&hd 237, a Little
Tern was noted on the 17and 18 Mediterranean Gulls were counted on thé'19

A Turtle Dovewas seen at West Hythe on the "L@with one, probably two, present on the 8 whilst a Corn
Bunting was again along Donkey Streetsmidnth and at least one pair of Yellow Wagtails appeared to be breeding
there. A Wheatear at Samphire Ham the 18" may have been a locally breeding bird, whilst a pair of Black
Redstarts bred successfully there and one was seen briefly in a garden in Lympne df the 28

July

The first three weeks of July were settled and it was generally sunny and ra#ner, with a few showers which
were occasionally thundery. The last ten days of the month though were cooler with frequent rain.

Following the sightings in June, a Water Rail was noted at Beachborough Lakes Bratites6Wheatear was seen

at SamphireHoe on three dates in the first half of the month, raising suspicions of local breeding of these species
The Black Redstarts at Samphire Hoe continued to attend to their three chicks whilst a male was singing
Folkestone Harbour on the"9 At least 21occupied House Martin nests (possibly as many as 30) were counted at
Samphire Hoe in July.

Single Red Kites flew over Beachborough Lakes on"ttam® Hythe on the 8, whilst a Honey Buzzard flew west
over Samphire Hoe on thd"9A Little Egret was saeat Princes Parade on th&, with three flying west at Samphire
Hoe on the & and a record count of 12 flying west at Abbotscliffe on the 5
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A juvenile Yellowlegged Gullwas seen in o =&
Folkestone Harbour on the 13 and p
Mediterranean Gulls began to irease, with at
least 40 at Princes Parade on tHd. Returning
waders are typically a feature of July a
included single Whimbrel at Samphire Hoe
the 6" and Seabrook on the™ with three at
the former site on the 10 and one at
Folkestone Warren m the 17". Common
Sandpipers were seen at Samphire Hoe on
24" and Hythe Redoubt on the 28(three),
whilst a Green Sandpiper flew over Cheriton
the night of the 28.

Migrant Cuckoos involved singles at Seabri
on the 22% and Samphire Hoe orhe 24" to Yellowlegged Gull at Folkestone Harbour (lan Roberts

the 26"

Swift movements included 112 west at Seabrook on th® d6d a larger passage of around 2,000 per hour noted
over Folkestone, Hythe and Palmarsh on th8.2% total of 1708and Martins were seen flying out to sea from Hythe
on the 14".Three Yellow Wagtails flew over Samphire Hoe on tH& tilst the following day the first returning
Willow Warbler was noted in a garden in Folkestone. Singles of Reed Warbler and WilidlerWiere at
Abbotscliffe on the 28 and a juvenile Wheatear at Samphire Hoe on th® B&d been ringed on Skokholm Island
(Wales)on the 3°.

August

There was an unsettled start to the month with rain or showers and mainly westerly or-smsterlywinds, and
this pattern continued until the 18 It turned warmer from the 19 and it was often warm and sunny between the
25" and 29", but the month ended cooler and showery.

August began with a Green Sandpiper, 4 Oystercatchers and 11 Sand Mwgitigavest at Princes Parade and a
Willow Warbler and 7 Whitethroats at Samphire Hoe, whilst on tHeaRed Kite was seen near Westenhanger and
at least 67 Mediterranean Gulls were feeding along the shore line at Princes Parade.

The wind increased fro the south on the % and induced some movement at sea, with 6 Black Terns, 60+ Common
Terns, 94 Gannets and 182 Sandwich Terns flying west past Seabrook, whilst an Arctic Skua, 4 Black Terns
Kittiwakes, 73 Common Terns, 111 Gannets and 198 Sanderick flew west there the next day. A Marsh Harrier
and a Corn Bunting were seen along Donkey Street on'thevben a Common Sandpiper was at the Hythe Redoubt
outfall, a Little Egret flew over the canal at Seabrook, around 300 Common Scoters weresem thi¢ the Willop
Outfall and 2 Lesser Whitethroats, 13 Willow Warblers and13 Whitethroats were counted at Abbotscliffe.

A CommonRedstart was seen at Crete Road West on thevihilst five Wheatears were at Samphire Hoe, 70 Swifts
flew west there and &reenshank flew over Nickolls Quarry the following day. A Tree Pipit was noted at Abbotscliffe
on the 9" when 2 Reed Warblers, 2 Willow Warblers, 3 Sedge Warblers, 4 Lesser Whitethroats, 5 Blackcaps anc
Whitethroats were logged at Nickolls Quarry.

The 11" produced two Garden Warblers at Nickolls Quarry, a Whimbrel at the Hythe Redoubt, a Hobby alon
Donkey Street, a Redshank, a Sedge Warbler, 8 Blackcaps and 23 Willow Warblers at Princes Parade, a Comr
Sandpiper at Folkestone Warren, a Shelduck,eadRWarbler, 2 Lesser Whitethroats, 3 Wheatears, 4 Willow
Warblers and 10 Whitethroats at Samphire Hoe and 6 Whitethroats and 8 Willow Warblers at Abbotscliffe. Sma
numbers of warblers and Wheatears were noted at many sites during the rest of the mohilst a Green
Sandpiper flew over Abbotscliffe on the™dnd an Arctic Skua was seen close inshore off Hythe on the 16
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On the 19 eight Yellow Wagtails and 1
Swallows flew west over Hythe/Princes Para
whilst two Yellow Wagtails and 6 Tree Pig
flew over Abbotscliffe the next day, whilst
Red Kite and a Shoveland 34 Mistle Thrushe
were noted at Beachborough Lakes on thé&'2
A Tree Pipit flew over Hythe on the®4when
a CommonRedstart, a Black Redstart, 4 Yell
Wagtails and 10 Wheatears were at Chul
Hougham, two Whinchats, 15 Willow Warble
and 25 Whitethroats were at Abbotscliffe ar
a Corn Bunting was at Beachbagh Lakes.

Mediterranean Gulls continued to increas
with counts of at least 265 at Copt Point a
500 at Palmarsh on the 95

¢dzNIIfS 52¢gS8a |G . 202f LKQ

A Marsh Harrier flew over Hythe seafront on thé"2When a Tree Pipit and 6 Swifts were at Creteway Down and
five Turtle Doveswere seen at Botolph's Bridge on the™28\ Pied Flycatcher, a Reed Warbler, 12 Blackcaps and 200
House Martins were at Samphire Hoe on thd"3td August ended with a Garden Wdker, 2 Whinchats and 400
Mediterranean Gulls at Creteway Down, a Spotted Flycatcher at Samphire Hoe, a Sedge Warbler in a garden in Hy
and 3 Yellow Wagtails and 8 Wheatears at Church Hougham.

September

The first fortnight of September was dominatbg a southerly airflow and most days saw at least some rain. There
was a fairly quiet start to the month though small numbers of Wheatears, Whitethroats, Lesser Whitethroats, Willow
Warblers and Blackcaps were passing through and more uncommon migralnidesth@CommonRedstartand a
Spotted Flycatcheat Creteway Down and a Whinchat at Beachborough Lakes on®thévd Turtle Doves at
Botolph's Bridge on the"? a Whinchat at Botolph's Bridge on th& 3 Grasshopper Warbler and a Whinchat at
SamphireHoe on the 4", a CommonRedstart at Creteway Down on thé”&nd a Grasshopper Warblet
Abbotscliffe on the 8, when a Cuckoo flew west at Seabrook and Whinchats were at Folkestone Downs, Samphir
Hoe and Botolph's Bridge (2). A Marsh Harrier alongkBpiStreet and an Arctic Skua off Hythe Redoubt on the 3
and two Shags at Samphire Hoe on tflerkre also of note.

A Spotted Flycatcher was at Abbotscliffe on tffe Whilst good numbers of hirundines were noted at several sites,
and Meadow Pipits we moving southwest, with 26 over Hythe and 33 over Beachborough Lakes. A quieter few
days ensued, with just @ommonRedstart, a Reed Bunting and 5 Whinchats at Abbotscliffe and a count of 40
Chiffchaffs at Samphire Hoe on the™Iiieing noteworthy.

The14™ saw a shift to northwesterly winds and this induced some movement, including singletaihglen Harries

flying in off the sea afbbotscliffe and Hythe, whilst the former site also produced a Whineh&eed Warbler, 4
Swifts, 100 Swallows, 20@eadow Pipits and 1,000+ House Martins. A Spotted Flycatcher was at Samphire Hoe the
next day, whilst the first Rethroated Diver was seen off Fisherman's Be@dythe). A Bastailed Godwit was on the
beach at Sunny SandBolkestong on the 16", whilsta Yellow Wagtail was at Samphire Hoe, large numbers of
hirundines were noted at Abbotscliffe and there was a good scattering of Chiffchaffs across the area.

A Greenish Warblemt Seabrook was the highlight of the first Wildlife Migration Day of the automthe 17" and

the pick of a noticeable arrival of warblers, particularly Chiffchaffs (including 19 at Hythe, 30 at Samphire Hoe, 61
Folkestone Warren and %t Princes Parade) and Blackcaps (includingt R¥inces Parade, 20 at Samphire Hoe and
48 & Folkestone Warren). A Swift and 5 Whitethroats at Samphire Hoe, 4 Sedge Warblers, 9 Whitethroats, 1
Goldcrests at Princes Parade and 3 Lesser Whitethroats and 3 Goldcrests at Folkestone Warren were also of ne
whilst two Rock Pipits and 40 Meadow Bdiew west at Hythe Ranges and hirundines were steadily moving west,
with totals probably exceeding 1,000 Swallows and 1,500 House Martins, with a few Sand Martins mixed in.
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A quieter day followed on the 18but was T e
enlivened by awood Warbler at Seabrok,

whilst a Hobby flew over Folkestone and

Arctic Skua flew west past Hythe.

A CommonRedstart, a Whinchat, a Teal, :
Chiffchaffs and 50 Blackcaps were at Samp
Hoe on the 19, when a Whinchat, &
Stonechat, 12 Goldcrests and 45 Chiffchal £
were at Princes Parade, 20 Chiffchaffs were -
Copt Point, six Goldcrests were at Mill Po
and large numbers of hirundines, mair
Swallows (with an estimated 1,000+), we £
seen along the coast in the late afternoon a
evening.

Bartailed Godwit at~olkestone (David Featherpe

The winds returned to the southerly quadrant from the"4ut migrants continued to pass through, including single
Great Spotted Woodpeckers at Abbotscliffe and Hythe, whilst a Yellow Wagtail, 3 Siskins and 35 Meadow Pipits fl
west at the former site, 1,200 Swallows and 1,500 House Martins flew south ovdrli®eaagh Lakes and a Merlin
was noted at Nickolls Quarry. A further 780 Swallows and 1,000 House Martins flew south over Beachborough Lal
on the 21"

A Yellowbrowed Warblerat Hythe was the highlight of the #2 with a Whinchatat Abbotscliffe and sigles of
Merlin and a Marsh Harrier at Botolph's Bridge also of note. On tffea®3Arctic Skua and 11 Brent Geese flew past
Hythe Redoubt, whilst the following day produced a Firecrest and 6 Goldcrests at Mill Point and 3 Gadcrd&ts
Chiffchaffs aNickolls QuarryA Ring Ouzeinda Firecrestvere at Abbotscliffeon the 25", when65 Meadow Pipits
flew eastthere, and aRing Ouzel, a Great Spotted Woodpecked 3 Firecrestsvere at Samphire Hoe.

The first returningWater Railwas seen aPrincesParadeon the 28", when aFirecresf 12 Goldcrests and 25
Chiffchaffavere logged and singM/hinchatswere at Abbotscliffeand Nickolls QuarryThe 2% produced aCommon
Redstart, aKingfisherand 30 Chiffchaffat Samphire Hog20 Blackcaps at Nickol@@uarry and four Lapwings at
Abbotscliffe whilst 500 House Martins and 600 Swallows flew south over Beachborough LakesGeassaopper
Warblerwas seerat Folkestone Downthe next day.

A Wryneckat Shearway Business Pgheritor) on the 29" was an excellent find and the month ended with a
Spotted Flycatcherl2 Chiffchaffs and 12 Blackcaps at Nickolls Quawg Whinchatsat Abbotscliffeand many
hundreds ofSwallows and House Martifigingwest at Princes Parade

October

There was &ettled start to Octoberwith winds from thewesterlyquadrantand nearaverage temperaturesvhich
made for a rather quiet first fortnight. A Hobby flew over Horn Street on fHevehilst there two Wheatears at Copt
Point and three at Church Hougham the daling day, when there was a good count of 12 Goldcrests at Horn Street,
with smaller numbers at various sites throughout the month.

The last Whitethroat was noted at Abbotscliffe on tH& @hen 3 Reed Buntisg 11 Siskins, 25 Meadow Piptsd

31 Linnes flew over there, 7 Siskins and 9 Mistle Thrushes flew over Creteway Down and 15 Blackcaps and
Chiffchaffs were counted at Nickolls Quarry. At Beachborough Lakes a movement of 4 Sand Martins, 400 Hol
Martins and 615 Swallows were seen heading soufith a further 4 Sand Martins, 700 House Martins and 815
Swallows the next day. On th& 6vo 2 Great Spotted Woodpeckers, 3 Siskins, 4 Reed Buntings and 11 Redpolls fle
overﬁ\bbotscliffe, whilst the first 12 Redwings flew over Cheriton. At least 22t Breese flew west past Hythe on

the 7".
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A Shorteared Owl and 2 Redpolls were seen
Abbotscliffe on the 8, when a Barn Owl and
Firecrest were at Nickolls Quarry and

Meadow Pipitsand 80 House Martins flew ove
Hythe. The 9 produced two Redwings, 6 Re¢
Buntings, 9 Chiffchaffs and 22 Blackbirds
Nickolls Quarry and 2 Redwings, 2 Re
Buntings, 8 Song Thrushes and 140 Ho
Martins at Abbotscliffe 5 Water Rails a
Princes Parade and a Hobby flyingst at
Seabrook. A Meni, 2 Great Spottec

Woodpeckers and 20 Chiffchaffs were &%
Nickolls Quarry on the 1) when 2 Great §§%
Spotted Woodpeckers were at Princes Para &
8 Goldcrests and 15 Chiffchaffs were at N i
Point and two Hobbies flew west &eabrook. S i
The 11" saw 82 Swalles and 300 Houst M FERa oA st ~~“‘;¢ WY U
Martins flying south over Beachborough Lake

Great White Egret at the WI||Op Basin (Ian Roberts

On the 13" a Merlin, a Coal Tit (possibly of the continental form), 2 Grey Wagtails and 4 Redpolls were at Folkestor
Downs, a Green Sandpiper and 2 Dunlin were at Beachborough Lakes, four Wheatears were at Samphire Hoe
four Firecrests, 11 Chiffchaffs and 12 ddoksts were at Mill Point, where 50 Siskins flew west. Three Rock Pipits and
7 Little Egrets flew over Hythe on the™3vhen at least 450 Gannets were feeding close inshore ackat White
Egretwas found at the Willop Basin. It was still present trext day (after having appeared to roost overnight at
Nickolls Quarry), when a Redpoll, 2 Stonechats, 2 Lapwings, 3 Corn Buntings, 3 Snipe, 8 Grey Herons, 31 Mute S
and 45 Linnets were also in the Willop area, two continental Coal Tits were seemiliden gh Hythe and two Little
Egrets flew east at Samphire Hoe. The first of several nocturnal movements of thrushes, mainly Redwings a
Blackbirds, was noted that night.

Temperatures increased to unseasonal levels (oveéQ28round midmonth as exhurricane Ophelia brought in
warm air from the south. The secoMlildlife Migration Day of the autumn was therefore held in very pleasant
weather on the 1% and the standout highlight was the trapping oShorttoed Treecreepemt Samphire Hoe (the
second site and area record). A Firecrest was also trapped there, a Whinchat, 3 Grey Wagtails, 5 Siskins an
Redwings were at Creteway Down, a Little Grebe, 2 Stonechats and a very good count of at least 60 Dunnocks w
at PrinceParade, where 2 Bramblings, 4 Sky Larks, 15 Siskins, 30 House Martins, 45 Swallows, 60 Goldfinches an
Chaffinches flew over and a Reed Bunting, a Siskin, 2 Redpolls, 2 Grey Wagtails, 3 Greenfinches, 10 Swallow:
Goldfinches, 50 House Martins, 70 @tys and 125 Linnets flew ovAbbotscliffe

The 16 produced just a single Reed Bunting and 12 Siskins at Samphire Hoe, whilst an Arctic Skua and 2 Little Eg
flew west there next day when 2 Redpolls, 6 Siskins, 12 Swallows, 30 House Martin® &wldftches flew west

at Abbotscliffe and four Redpolls and 11 Siskins were seen at Princes Parade. A further two Arctic Skuas,
Kittiwakes, 75 Gannets and 250 Mediterranean Gulls were seen off Samphire Hoe off thehil& 25 Siskins flew
west andthere were two Little Egrets at Copt Point.

A Ring Ouzel, 10 Redwings at 50 Blackbirds were at Princes Parade off théti® Ring Ouzel, 3 Firecrests,7
Chiffchaffs and 8 Goldcrests at Mill Point and a Firecrest, 5 Chiffchaffs and 6 Song ThridstiedlatQuarry, whilst

100 each of Swallows ardiouse Martins flew west at Beachborough Lakes. The winds increased from the south
west over the next few days and it was very quiet, with BBiGannetsaind40 Common Scoter oHythe on the 21

and aRockPipit, 2 Swallows and 11 Redpdljsng over there on the 79.

Calmer conditions on the #3enabled aDartford Warbler, a Shorteared Owl, a Wheatear, a Brambling, a Great
Spotted Woodpecker, 4 Blackcaps, 8 Swallows and 10 Ring @ubelfoundat Abbotscliffe where200 Starlings

flew in off the seaNearby inFolkestone Warrem Ring Ouzel, 2 continental Coal Tits, 2 Blackcaps, 3 Chiffchaffs, 10
Firecrests, 14 Swallows and 42 Goldcrestse logged and &reat Spotted Woodpecker flew in off the sea
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A Roughlegged Buzzardvas reported near
Saltwoodon the 23" and the first returning
Purple Sandpipewasat Hythe with a Merlin,
aRing Ouzel, a Great Spotted Woodpedcked
2 Redwings at Nickolls Quamapd aRing Ouze
at Abbotscliffe

A Goshawk and a Bearded Tit flew over
BeachboroughLakesthe following day, wher
there were tenRing Ouzels at Abbotscliféad
a Great Spotted Woodpecker, a Reed Bunti
a Brambling, 7 Redpolls, 41 Siskins,
Starlings and 910 Chaffinches flew aver

It becamesignificantly cooler from the 27as
the wind switched round to the nortiwest
and overnight lows dipped t0°G.

Shorttoed Treecreeper at Samphire Hoe (Martin Co)lins

A Brambling, 2 Ring Ouzelgi8wfinches 4 Redpolls, 17 Fieldfares and R&wings were seen at Creteway Down,
whilst six Ring Ouzels were at Abbotscliffe, where a Reed Bunting, 2 Fieldfares, 4 Redpolls, 15 Siskins, 29 Redw
and 170 Starlings flew over and a Ring Ouzel was at Nickolls Quarry."The@8ced 2 Green Sandgirs and a
record count of 1Bearded Titsat Nickolls Quarry, where 5 Redpolls and 30 Siskins flew over and 16 Brent Geest
flew east at the Willop Outfal

The 2¢' produced the best seawatching of the month, with an Eider, 33 Brent Geese and 200 Gannets seen frol
Hythe Ranges and a Little Gull, a Mute Sv@nBrent Geese, 70 KittiwakeX)0 Gannets and 312 auks (of which at
least 196 were identified as Razorbikgen from Mill Point. Visual migration included 2 Redpolls, 7 Siskins and 80
Goldfinches flying over Mill Point and 2,500 Starlings in off the sea at Hythe Ranges, whilst at least 3:
Mediterranean Gulls were counted along the coast between these two. sMis® of note were four Fieldfares at
Samphire Hoe and seven Swallows flying east at Abbotscliffe, whilst six Swallows flew east at Palmarsh the next d:

The month ended on a high note when Yaellow-browed Warbler was seen at Samphire Hoe andSaoty
Shearwaterand 2 Sandwich Terns flew past Mill Point on th&. 31

November

The month began with three days of south to soethsterly winds and a few migrants continued to arrive. The
same, or possibly anotheYellow-browed Warblerwas present at the eastn end Samphire Hoe on thé& lanother
Bearded Titwas seen briefly at Beachborough Lakes and a Fieldfare, 2 Water Rails, 2 Chiffchaffs, 3 Stonechats
Brent Geese and 7 Redpolls were at Nickolls Quarry. Two late Ring Ouzels were at Abbotsclif@pwites four
Redpolls were at Beachborough Lakes and ten Bramblings flew in off the sea ateGarek, whilst on the 3a
continental Coal Tit and 6 Lomailed Tits were at Samphire Hoe, where 3 Lapwings flew out to sea, and two Gadwall
were at Ni&olls Quarry, where up to 1Bearded Titgemained all month.

Two Green Sandpipers continued to frequent the Donkey Street/Nickolls Quarry and at least two Purple Sandpipe
remained at Hythe throughout. Little Egrets continue to be a feature with twGagielle-Ferne, Copt Point and in
0KS . 202fLKQa . NARISkbAO12ff& vdzad NNBE FNBFXZ FyR aiy3

The wind switched to the west on thé"4vith overcast conditions and some light rainR&dnecked Grebavas
seen on the sea off MiPoint/Sandgate, dongtailed Duckwas reported in Folkestone Harbour and a Little Gull, 20
Common Scoter and 51 Gannets flew west past Hythe. A very ell¥site¥ Pipitwas found at Donkey Street on the
5™ (where it was seen intermittently until at 4st the 1), and the first Tree Sparrow of the year, a Stonechat, 2
Gadwall and 45 Lapwings were also present.

19



Southeasterly winds on the "7 produced a =
small movement at sea, with &reat White
Egret a Reebreasted Merganser, 2 Teal,
Shelduck, 10 Weon and 35 Common Scot
flying west past Mill Point, and 30 Brent Gee

flying east past Samphire Hoe, whilst
Firecrest was present at the former site. =~

The rest of the month was dominated by tt
westerly quadrant and migration slowes
though there were still plenty of interesting
sightings. A Red Kite and a Redpoll were
Abbotscliffe on the 8, when a Black Redsta
and a Swallow were seen at Hythe and

Curlew and a Dunlin flew past Mill Point. Rednecked Grebe at Seabrook (lan Roberts

A Qhiffchaff, 2 Goldcrests and 25 Blackbirds were at Nickolls Quarry orf"thadda Swallow, a House Martin and 2
Redpolls flew west over Hythe the next day, when a Fieldfare was at Folkestone Leas and 200 Cormorants were s
off Hythe/Seabrook. A Merlin @ seen at the WillofewageWorks on the 1f, when a Black Redstart was in a
garden at Ingles Manor (Folkestone), four Loaided Tits were at Samphire Hoe, four Gadwall were on the sea off
Princes Parade and additional Purple Sandpipers were notedatédrp Point and the Hythe Redoubt (3). Nine
Mandarin were counted in Folks' Wood on the"12vhen 16 Guillemots, 100+ Kittiwakes, 100+ Gannets and 200+
Mediterranean Gulls were seen off Samphire Hoe.

The secondRednecked Grebeof the month was seen offamphire Hoe on the ¥3when a Shelduck, 2 Razorbills
and 30 Kittiwakes were also offshore and three Fieldfares and 15 Redwings were noted, whilst a where a Redwing
Fieldfares and 3 Redpolls flew owickolls Quarry. The following day produce@Gaat Northern Diveron the sea

off Princes Parade, where 2 Ravens flew east, whilst on tHaHtée Gadwall flew east past the Hythe Redoubt. A
Lapland Bunting, a Marsh Harrier, a Chiffchaff, 2 Kingfishers, 2 Stonechats, 2 Redpolls, 2 Corn Buntings and
Linnets were seen in the Donkey Street area on tH& Whilst 25 Blackbirds and 40 Sky Larks were at Samphire Hoe.

Three Ravens flew over Donkey Street on th&, Mhen three Purple Sandpipers were seen at Battery Point and
three Red Kites flew oveHythe on the 20", whilst apair of Blackcapsvere seen in a garden there. A Lapland
Bunting was seen at Abbotscliffe on the"2and the next day saw Black Redstart and thré@oosandersat Hythe
Redoubt, a Merlin at Hythe Ranges and two Redwings at Baenploe, where 25 Siskins flew in off the sea. A
Blackcap was seen at Crete Road West on tHe @ilst aPurple Sandpipewasat the Willop Outfalion the 28’
when the first Fulmars had returned to the cliffs at Samphire Hoe.

There was a chilly end the month with a change to norttvesterly winds and there were even some snow showers
(on the 30"). Anadult Yellowlegged Gullvas notedat Folkestone Harbowsn the 29", whena Great Skuwas seen
offshore amale Marsh Harriewas huntingat the Willop Basiand aPeregrinevas seerat Donkey Street.

December

After a mostly mild first week it then turned much cooler with overnight frosts lasting into the theskwt was
milder, though often stormy, over the Christmas period and there was a cold end to the month with some showers.

The Mute Swan flock at Donkey Street increased to 42 in December and a flock of ten Canada Geese flew west ©
. 202 f LK Q athe 1N MARyE08 m&sfment of wildfowl on thetincluded 2 Shelduck, 4 Eider, 5 Gadw&ill,
Brent Geesed Shoveler, 24 Teahd 81 Wigeon passing Mill Point, whilst 115 Brent Geese flew past there off.the 3

A pair ofGadwallwere seen at NickollQuarry on the 2, with a pair of Wigeon there on the 12 y R kK SWNRER
Goosandeand 3 Tufted Ducks there on the™ 9 Tufted Duck and 4 Gadwall were noted at Folkestone Racecourse
and 12 Mandarin and 80 Teal were counted at Chesterfield Wood,iwhils  { K2 St SNJ g1 & &SSy
and two Wigeon flew west past Samphire Hoe on th8.24
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A Great Northern Diverwas seen on the se
off Princes Parade on thé'® and there were
some large movements of Réldroated Divers,
including 57 flyingpast Mill Point on the Land
an excellent total of 535 flying west (457 pe
Mill Point and 78 past Hythe) on the %3
whilst 26 Great Crested Grebes, 250 Ganr
and 1,250 Cormorants also flew past Mill Po
on the 13". Two Shags were seen off Sarteg
on the 3%, with two at Samphire Hoe on thé's
and one at the Hythe Redoubt on the"™5

Up to four Little Egrets were present in tt
202 LKQa . NAR3ISKkbAC
others on the Seabrook Stream at Horn Strt
(2), Copt Point and Samphirdoe, whilst a
female Merlin and two Marsh Harriers wel
assSy Nb3IdA I NI e Ay Uk Bearded Tit at Nickolls Quarry (Brian Hajper

Quarry area throughout

Two Oystercatchers, 4 Turnstone and 8 Dunlin flew east past Mill Poititeofi* and a Ringed Plover was seen at
Hythe Ranges on the"® whilst the roost at Folkestone Beach contained 21 Ringed Plovers the following day. At
least three Purple Sandpipers remained at Hythe all month, with another flying past Mill Point ofi, tard3up to

G662 DNBSY {FYRLALSNE NBYIFIAYSR Ay (KS . 202t LKQa . NA
Donkey Street and 112 at the Willop Basin but Snipe numbers were very low. Up to five Redshank were noted
Folkehstone Harbour, 18anderling were at the Willop Outfall on th® dnd a flock of 13 Knot were seen there on
the 9".

Up to two Great Skuas were seen off Mill Point on tfeviith two off Princes Parade on the™,Gsix flying west past
Mill Point on the 18 and one fjing west past Samphire Hoe on thé"24 Little Gull was seen off Princes Parade on
the 10" and Folkestone Harbour produced an ad@aspian Gulbn the 2% and an adultYellowlegged Gulbn the

8". Auk numbers were generally low with the exceptionaofcount of 550 (which appeared to be primarily
Guillemots) flying west past Hythe/Mill Point on the"13

A Barn Owl was seen at Newington on thd' 1&ingle Firecrests were at Enbrook Park onti¢ 3/ R { G & [ S
Road (Hythe) on the 34and up b 12Bearded Titsemained at Nickolls Quarry until at least thB. @ Wood Lark

was found at Hythe Ranges on the"2and aDartford Warblerwas seen there on the 36 whilst Blackcaps were
wintering in gardens at Seabrodkolkestone (2and Hythe (2)Winter thrush numbers were very low, with a peak
2F FTASS CASERTFINBE TG .202tLKQa . NAR3IS 2y GKS wmp

A Black Redstart remained at Samphire Hoe until at least then@ one was noted near the Stade Court Hotel
(Hythe) on the 12, whilst Stonechats werwintering at Copt Point, Abbotscliffe (2), Hythe Ranges (2), Nickolls
Quarry (2), Hythe Roughs (6) and Samphire Hoe (10). At least 12 Rock Pipits were at Samphire Hoe, with single
Folkestone Harbour on several dates and at the Stade Street groyrieejHyt the 15.

Three Siskins were seen in a garden in Folkestone on"thevtlst two flew west at Abbotscliffe on thé"%nd a

Redpoll flew west over Nickolls Quarry the following day. A stubble field along Donkey Street held 3 Corn Buntings
Yelbwhammers, 10 Reed Buntings and 45 Linnets.
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