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Introduction 
 
Welcome to the second Folkestone and Hythe Bird Report which covers the 198 species recorded in 2013. This was 
five less than the total for the previous year and there were no new sightings for the area, however the three 
additions to the list in 2012 were all accepted by the respective committees: the British Birds Rarities Committee 
(BBRC) published the records of Asian Desert Warbler (British Birds 106: 612) and Short-toed Treecreeper (British 
Birds 106: 618) in their annual report for 2012, whilst the Kent Ornithological Society (KOS) accepted the Rose-
coloured Starling (as published on their website: http://www.kentos.org.uk/Records/RoseColouredStarling.htm). 
 
There were a wealth of highlights in 2013, including the fourth records of Egyptian Goose and Bluethroat, the fifth 
Purple Heron, the sixth Great White Egret, the eighth Storm Petrel and Black Kite, the eighth and ninth records (and 
largest flock) of Bee-ŜŀǘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴǘƘ ²ƘƛǘŜ {ǘƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴǘƘ [ŜŀŎƘΩǎ tŜǘǊŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ [ƻƴƎ-eared Owls, and the 
tenth Great Grey Shrike. Sightings of Long-tailed Duck, Little Ringed Plover, Rough-legged Buzzard, Little Stint, Black-
ƴŜŎƪŜŘ DǊŜōŜΣ .ŜǿƛŎƪΩǎ {ǿŀƴΣ aƻƴǘŀƎǳΩǎ IŀǊǊƛŜǊΣ Bearded Tit, Yellow-browed Warbler and Wryneck added further 
excitement. 
 
The early winter period saw a quite exceptional influx of Guillemot and Razorbills, with record day counts for both 
species, a remarkably early passage of Brent Geese (with a record count for January) and a spell of cold weather 
which produced record counts of Mandarin and Curlew, the second ever largest influx of Wigeon, and the third 
highest day count of Wigeon and Sky Lark. Meanwhile the third largest ever influx of Waxwings continued from 
2012. 
 
Spring saw record passages of Brent Geese, Shelduck, Pintail, Shoveler, Red-throated Diver, Gannet, Avocet, Curlew 
and Kittiwake, and these included the largest ever spring count of Gannets and the second ever highest day count of 
Red-throated Divers. There was also the second best spring passage and second highest spring day count of Dunlin 
to report, whilst a record spring movement of Great Crested Grebes, a record March count of Sandwich Terns, the 
fourth highest day count of Common/Arctic Terns and the earliest ever record of Avocet were also of note. 
 
The highlight of the breeding season was the first ever successful nesting of White Wagtails locally, which was 
apparently the first occurrence in the county for over thirty years. A Marsh Warbler was located in potential 
breeding habitat for second year running but, as last year, this bird also appeared to fail to attract a mate. A 
continuing upward trend in the number of Grey Heron nests can also be reported whilst there was a tantalising 
sighting of a Little Egret in the heronry, though it was not seen subsequently.  
 
Summer also produced the first July sighting of Brent Geese and a record autumn passage completed a very good 
year for this species. The autumn also produced a remarkable arrival of thrushes, which included an astonishing 
movement of Redwings, a record count of Song Thrushes and the second largest ever influx of Ring Ouzels (which 
included the second latest sighting). A record count of Mediterranean Gulls, the latest ever Whimbrel and the 
second largest arrival of Chiffchaffs also provided interest. 
 
In the late winter period there were two record winter/non-passage counts of Common Scoter and the second 
largest ever count of Redshanks, whilst overall 2013 proved to be the second best ever year for Shag, Red Kite and 
Marsh Harrier, the third best year for Black-throated Diver and Avocet, the best year since 2005 for Velvet Scoter, 
the best year since 2006 for Goldeneye and the best spring since 2005 for Red-breasted Merganser. 
 
It is however disappointing to have to report that there were no records this year for Tree Sparrow and Corn Bunting 
since regular watching began, and just a single sighting of Turtle Dove. This follows alarming population declines of 
at least 90% nationally for all these three species between 1970 and 2010 (¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ōƛǊŘǎ (Eaton et al, 
2012)). Black Tern (only the second blank year since 2000) and Lapland Bunting (only the second blank year since 
1991) were other notable absentees, whilst there were just singles records of Pied Flycatcher and Tree Pipit. 
 
If there are any local records which have not been included within this report I would be very thankful to receive 
them. The boundaries of the local area can be found on page 113 and my contact details are given on the following 
page. 

http://www.kentos.org.uk/Records/RoseColouredStarling.htm
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List of contributors 2013 
 
I have endeavoured to include all observers known to have contributed records or photographs for the year and 
their input has been very much appreciated. It is of course possible that there have been accidental omissions from 
the list below. It is hoped that should this be the case my apologies be accepted for the oversight. 
 

B Adams 
 
S Beard 
G Blackburn 
A Bleach 
G J A Burton 
 
R Card 
P J Chantler  
D Chesterman 
D Clarke 
S Coates 
P Coleman 
L Collins 
M Collins 
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D Curtis 
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R Edwards 
A Ellery 
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B Findlay 
N C Frampton 
 
D A Gibson 
J A Gibson 
C Gillard 
J Gomm 
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B Green 
P Green 
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B Harper 
L Harper 
M Harper 
N Hollands 
P Holt 
P Howe 
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M D Kennett 
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D Lawrie 
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J E Leigh 
P Lightman 
S Lloyd 
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A Luckhurst 
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I M Marshall 
J I Marshall 
M E Marshall 
S McMinn 
  
R K Norman 
 
T Prentice 
K Privett 
 
R Rackliffe 
I A Roberts 
C Roome 
J Russell 
B A Ryan 
 
P J Sharp 
D E Smith 
P R Smith 
R Smith 
M Stevens 
 
R Thorogood 
P Trodd 
 
M Vandoen 
M Varley 
 
J Walder 
D Weller 
P J Wells 
M Whybrow 
J Wood 
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Review of the year 2013 
 
January 
 
There was a mild start to the month with 
daytime temperatures approaching 10°C and 
overnight lows well above zero. Whilst it was 
generally rather dull and overcast it was also 
mostly dry, with winds from the westerly 
quarter. A number of fields remained flooded 
following the very wet conditions in 2012. 
 
With the mild conditions there were few 
wildfowl in the area, though small numbers of 
Brent Geese (a total of 23 over four dates) 
were noted off Samphire Hoe and there was a 
record count of 27 Mandarin in a flooded field 
near Pedlinge on the 3rd.  
 
A pair of DŀŘǿŀƭƭ ƭƛƴƎŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ 
from December and two Tufted Duck and 
three ¢Ŝŀƭ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ vǳŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ сth.  

 
 

Brent Geese off Folkestone Pier (Brian Harper) 
 
A flock of Common Scoter remained off Princes Parade, Seabrook from 2012, increasing to a peak of 32 on the 6th, 
whilst smaller numbers were noted off Samphire Hoe, including a count of 23 west there on the 5th. A single Velvet 
Scoter also flew west past the latter site on the 8th. 
 
Counts of Red-throated Divers included 34 west past Samphire Hoe on the 1st, 66 west there on the 5th and a total of 
35 (20 east, 15 west) on the 8th, whilst up to five Fulmars were noted at the same site, and Gannets included 60 
there on the 2nd, 40 off Copt Point on the 3rd, 62 off Samphire Hoe on the 5th and 35 west there on the 7th. Single 
Shags were on the sea off Samphire Hoe on the 2nd and the 8thΦ ! [ƛǘǘƭŜ 9ƎǊŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мst and 
there were three sightings at Samphire Hoe early in the month. 
 
A Little Grebe was at Samphire Hoe from the 1st to the 6th and there was a peak count of 24 Great Crested Grebes off 
Copt Point on the 3rd. A Water Rail was seen along the canal at Seabrook on the 5th.  
 
Single Oystercatchers were noted from three sites, 35 Ringed Plovers were counted in the roost at Folkestone Beach 
on the 5th and good numbers of Lapwings remained at the Willop Basin, with a peak of 500 there on the 9th. A 
Sanderling was at the Willop Outfall on the 2nd, at least four Purple Sandpipers were still at Hythe, with two at 
Battery Point on the 3rd and Curlews were noted at the Willop Basin (two on the 2nd) and Copt Point (one on the 3rd). 
 
Good numbers of Kittiwakes were feeding off Samphire Hoe, including counts of 70 on the 2nd and 80 the next day. 
The 2nd also produced around 20 Guillemots and 30 Razorbills off Samphire Hoe, before 530 auks flew east there, 
with another 30 on the sea on the 5th, and the majority appeared to be Razorbills. On the 7th there were estimates of 
220 Guillemots and 550 Razorbills west past the same site, but still larger numbers were to follow. 
 
Two Kingfishers were along the canal near Hythe to at least mid-ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ vǳŀǊǊȅ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ .ƭŀŎƪŎŀǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƛƴ /ƘŜǊƛǘƻƴΣ Palmarsh, Folkestone (2) and Saltwood 
(2). Small groups of Waxwings continued to appear but none lingered for long: in the early part of the month six 
were seen on Canterbury Road, Folkestone on the 2nd, eight were near Hill Road, Folkestone on the 3rd and around 
20 were near Coombe Farm the same day. Numbers of winter thrushes were low but a Black Redstart was wintering 
at Samphire Hoe, as were 5 Stonechats and 8 Rock Pipits. Two Siskins flew over Saltwood on the 5th, with another 
over Samphire Hoe the next day, and 22 Yellowhammers were counted at Church Hougham on the 3rd.  
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The weather turned markedly colder from the 
10th, with the wind switching round to the 
north and then to the east and daytime 
temperatures plummeted to just 3-4°C, falling 
below freezing at night. Exceptional numbers 
of large auks were seen off Samphire Hoe, with 
just over 5,000 heading east on the 10th and 
5,665 east the following day, when c.500 were 
noted offshore or heading west. A significant 
proportion of those that could be identified 
were Razorbills, with estimates of 60% on the 
first day and 70-75% on the second, giving 
approximate totals of 3,000 Razorbills and 
2,000 Guillemots on the 10th and 4,500 
Razorbills and 1,665 Guillemots on the 11th 
(record counts of both species).  

 
 

Egyptian Geese at Samphire Hoe (Ian Roberts) 

 
A Ringed Plover, 4 Common Scoter, 4 Fulmar, 6 Great Crested Grebes, 7 Brent Geese, 20 Red-throated Divers, 27 
Shelduck, 53 Gannets and 125 Kittiwakes also flew east there on the 10th and a drake Goldeneye, 2 Shelduck, 3 
Common Scoter, 5 Wigeon, 20 Red-throated Divers, 40 Kittiwakes, 70 Gannets and 170 Brent Geese went east the 
next day, when a pair of Gadwall flew west and a male House Sparrow was seen. 
 
On the 12th there was a remarkable up-channel movement of Brent Geese, with at least 1,765 logged from various 
points between Hythe and Samphire Hoe (a record count for January), and around 100 Kittiwakes, 150 Gannets and 
another 1,700 auks (about 1,275 Razorbills) also flew east past the latter site. The following day saw adult Little Gull, 
2 Shelduck, 4 Fulmars, 65 Kittiwakes, 165 Guillemots, 185 Gannets, 250 Brent Geese and 500 Razorbills going east 
past Samphire Hoe, with 77 Brent Geese east at Hythe. Elsewhere a Peregrine and a Kingfisher were at West Hythe. 
 
The 14th saw a light covering of snow with further flurries, particularly over higher ground, over the next couple of 
days, before more substantial snowfall occurred on the 19th and 20th, amounting to several inches. Overnight 
temperatures fell to as low as -6°C and daytime highs were below freezing on some days, with the cold conditions 
persisting until the 25th. 
 
There was a significant arrival of Wigeon in response to the conditions (the second largest ever influx), including 
counts of 1,230 west past Samphire Hoe on the morning of the 17th, about 600 on the sea off the Hythe Redoubt and 
45 east past Samphire Hoe on the 24thΣ мсл ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ vǳŀǊǊȅ ŀǊŜŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нсth and 98 west past the Willop 
Outfall on the 27th. Other wildfowl of note comprised two Egyptian Geese flying east past Samphire Hoe on the 23rd 
(the first record for the site), 100 Brent Geese passing here on the 21st, a Shoveler and peak counts of 3 Teal, 9 
Pochard, 9 Tufted Ducks and 14 Gadwaƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ vǳŀǊǊȅ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀ ŘǊŀƪŜ ¢Ŝŀƭ ŀǘ {ŀƳǇƘƛǊŜ IƻŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ нлth to 
the 25th, with 3 west there on the 15th, 4 Shoveler west past Samphire Hoe on the 17th, 4 Shoveler and 75 Mallard at 
the Willop Basin on the 27th, 36 Common Scoter off the Willop Outfall on the 26th and small numbers of Shelduck at 
several sites. 
 
On the 24th 36 Red-throated Divers flew east past Samphire Hoe and 52 flew west past the Willop Outfall on 26th, 
whilst 200 Gannets were feeding offshore of Samphire Hoe on the 16th and 75 flew east there on the 24th, with a 
Little Egret noted on the 22ndΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ aŀǊǎƘ IŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƳŀƭŜύ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нсth, 
with presumably the same male at the Willop Basin the next day. A Peregrine was seen in the BotƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŀǊŜŀ 
of several dates and up to four ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ŀƳǇƘƛǊŜ IƻŜΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ wŀƛƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘŜ ŀǘ bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ vǳŀǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
Samphire Hoe. 
 
Waders were also displaced by the weather and included records of Jack Snipe at Samphire Hoe on the 19th, 26th (2) 
and 27th (another new species for the site). 
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Common Snipe were more widely recorded, 
with counts of up to 4 at Samphire Hoe, 5 at 
bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ vǳŀǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ у ŀǘ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
even a few in gardens in Cheriton and 
Folkestone (including three in the Enbrook 
Valley on the 20th) however, in contrast to 
other recent cold spells, there were no 
Woodcock records. 
 
CƻǳǊ DƻƭŘŜƴ tƭƻǾŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ 
on the 19th, with singles over Samphire Hoe on 
the 20th, at Hythe Ranges on the 23rd and at the 
Willop Basin on the 27th, and the latter site also 
hosted a Grey Plover on the 24th, with two 
there on the 27th.  
 

 
 

Snipe in a garden in Cheriton (Phil Lightman) 
 
Lapwing sightings included 16 in off the sea at Abbotscliffe and 22 (possibly involving some of the same birds) in off 
the sea at Samphire Hoe on the 16th, 12 at Saltwood on the 25th and 169 at the Willop Basin on the 27th. A Knot and 
six Sanderlings were in Folkestone Harbour on the 27th, Purple Sandpipers increased to 6 at Hythe, and Dunlin counts 
included 6 east past Samphire Hoe on the 23rd, 15 at the Willop Basin on the 24th, 7 in Folkestone Harbour on the 
26th and 21 at the Willop Basin the following day.  
 
A flock of 60 Curlew (a record count) flew past Copt Point on the evening of the 20th and 18 were at the Willop Basin 
on the 27th, with 3 singles at Samphire Hoe, one at Saltwood on the 25th and one flying over Hythe on the 26th. The 
first Green Sandpiper records since last April involved two ŀǘ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мфth and three ŀǘ bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ 
Quarry on the 26th, whilst up to 13 Redshank were counted at the Willop Outfall. 
 
A Great Skua was lingering off Samphire Hoe on the 26th and there was a peak of 82 Kittiwakes flying east there on 
the 24th. Auk numbers reduced but still included several counts of 2-300 (involving a high proportion of Razorbills), 
before there was another large movement involving an estimated 1,040 Guillemots and 3,200 Razorbills flying east 
past Samphire Hoe on the 24th. Assuming the movements all related to different birds an estimated total of over 
14,000 Razorbills were logged at this site in January. 
 
A Long-eared Owl was roosting in a garden in Cheriton on the 17th and a Little Owl was seen at Round Down on the 
16th, whilst a pair of Ravens flew along the cliffs at Samphire Hoe on the 22nd and 25th, and a Goldcrest there on the 
21st was an unusual cold weather migrant. There was a huge movement of Sky Larks on the 16th, with 545 logged 
arriving in off the sea at Abbotscliffe in just over one hour (the third highest ever count). 
 
There were further Waxwing records during this period but again all were single-day sightings, with 11 along 
Churchill Avenue, Folkestone on the 15th, 20 along the canal east of Twiss Road, Hythe on the 25th and two flocks of 8 
(possibly the same birds) at Hythe Ranges and Seabrook on the 26th. The weather led to a significant influx of 
thrushes, particularly Fieldfares and Redwings. The first two Fieldfares were at Samphire Hoe on the 14th, with 19 at 
Church Hougham the next day, 27 at Samphire Hoe (including 24 arriving in off the sea) on the 16th, 20 there on the 
21st, 64 at Abbotscliffe on the 24th, 30+ at Cheriton Polo Ground and large numbers at Saltwood on the 25th, and 258 
ŀǘ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нтth.  
 
There were also numerous reports of smaller numbers from other localities, including several venturing into 
gardens. The first Redwing was also at Samphire Hoe on the 14th, with 62 at Church Hougham the next day, 35 at 
Samphire Hoe on the 16th, 50 there on the 19th, 45 there still on the 23rd, large numbers at Saltwood on the 25th, 25 
ŀǘ bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ vǳŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нсth ŀƴŘ оп ŀǘ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀƭǎo appeared to be local increases in 
Blackbirds (including counts of 20 at Samphire Hoe on the 14th and 20 at Church Hougham on the 15th) and Song 
Thrushes (including counts of 8 at Church Hougham on the 15th and 15 at Samphire Hoe on the 19th). 
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Up to two Black Redstarts were reported at 
Samphire Hoe, with at least one in the 
Folkestone Harbour area, and there were five 
Stonechats at the former site, where a House 
Sparrow was again noted on the 25th.  
 
There was a milder, wet and windy end to the 
month, with less to report, though 2 Shelduck, 
6 Wigeon, 6 Dunlin, 9 Curlew, 9 Golden Plover 
and 155 Lapwings were at the Willop Basin on 
the 30th, a Sanderling was accompanying the 
Purple Sandpipers at Hythe and two Siskins 
were seen along Hythe Canal. 
 
Although it was a rather eventful month the 
total number of species recorded (110) was 
only one less than the previous two Januaries. 

 
  

Waxwing at Seabrook (Ade Jupp) 
 
February 
 
There was a cold, dry start to February which set the pattern for most of the rest of the month. For the first ten days 
the wind was generally from the westerly quadrant and some clear skies led to a few overnight frosts. On the 11th 
the wind switched round to the north-east and daytime temperatures dipped to less than 2°C, with some snow 
falling over higher ground. There was a brief interlude of milder weather on the 14th but this was accompanied by 
wet and windy conditions so it did not feel any more pleasant. The following few days were dry and less windy, and 
temperatures almost reached double-figures though fell below freezing at night. The 20th saw a cold easterly wind 
ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŜƴŘΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƴǘǊȅ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ннnd to 24th, 
and the last few days were cold, dry and dull. 
 
Two Greylag Geese were at the Willop Outfall on the 2nd and 3rd, whilst the first Canada Goose of the year flew over 
.ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜΦ ¢ǿƻ White-fronted Geese which flew east past Samphire Hoe on the 12th were 
a new species for the site. The same day saw 24 Greylag Geese heading up-channel there (in flocks of 3 and 21), 
which might well have been genuine wild birds, as might an unusually large group of 18 at the Willop Outfall on the 
16thΣ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘǿƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƭŜǿ ƻǾŜǊ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ ǘhe 20th. 
 
There was a small movement of Brent Geese past Hythe on the 17th and 43 flew east at Samphire Hoe on the 20th. 
Eight Shelduck were on the sea off the Willop Outfall on the 9th, with one or two there on a couple of other dates, 
whilst a total of 11 flew east past Samphire Hoe during the month, with another on the main pond there on the 13th. 
There was a small cold weather movement of duck on the 11th, comprising 2 Mallard, 6 Teal and 30 Wigeon heading 
west past Samphire Hoe, and good numbers of Mandarin remained in the Pedlinge area, with a count of 14 on the 
16thΦ ! ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ DŀŘǿŀƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ мтth, with perhaps the same birds at 
bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ vǳŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ноrd, whilst a pair flew east past Samphire Hoe the following day. The 20th offered signs of the 
start of spring passage, when 2 Red-breasted Mergansers, 8 Common Scoter, 12 Wigeon and 20 Pintail flew east past 
Samphire Hoe. A flock of 58 Common Scoter and 168 Great Crested Grebes were off Princes Parade, Seabrook on the 
23rd. 
 
The peak count of Red-throated Divers was 49 on the sea off the Willop Outfall on the 9th, with 14 east past 
Samphire Hoe on the 21st and 19 east there on the 28th also being of note. Counts of Gannets at the latter site 
included 80 east on the 3rd, 240 east on the 20th, 90 east the next day and 83 east on the 28th, whilst a Shag was seen 
there on the 19th.  
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{ƛƴƎƭŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ 9ƎǊŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ 
the 3rd and Samphire Hoe on the 12th, whilst a 
Great White Egret was reported flying south 
over the former site on the 25th. Single Red 
Kites were seen flying over Folkestone Downs 
on the 2nd and over Kiln Wood on the 20th, and 
a Marsh Harrier was along Donkey Street on 
the 16thΦ ! ƳŀƭŜ aŜǊƭƛƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ 
on the 26th and a Peregrine was noted there on 
two dates, on one occasion dive-bombing a 
Buzzard. Water Rails were seen again at 
Samphire Hoe and Seabrook but remained 
elusive.  
 
A very early Avocet flew east past Samphire 
Hoe on the 20th. Lapwing numbers at the 
Willop Outfall increased to 335 on the 2nd 
before peaking at 1,200 on the 16th, before 
appearing to rapidly disperse. Elsewhere two 
flew in off the sea at Abbotscliffe on the 23rd, 
probably in response to cold weather. Up to 6 
Purple Sandpipers remained at Hythe 
throughout, and 7 Dunlin were at the Willop 
Outfall on the 16th, with a Sanderling there on 
the 26th. Five Snipe were in a flooded field near 
Hythe Redoubt on the 3rd, with two at 
Samphire Hoe on the 24th and one flushed 
from beside football pitches at Church Road, 
Cheriton on the 28th. There was a very good 
count (the fifth highest for the area) of 8 
Woodcock at Cowtye Wood on the 24th. 

 
 

Barn Owl at .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ (Brian Harper) 
 
Following the new record count last month, a total of 54 Curlew at the Willop Outfall on the 2nd was the second 
highest for the area, whilst a total of 7 passed Samphire Hoe during the month. Up to two Green Sandpipers 
remained in the .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ Bridge /  bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ vǳŀǊǊȅ ŀǊŜŀ and a peak of 19 Redshanks at the Willop Outfall on the 17th 
was the fourth highest count for the area. 
 
A Great Skua flew east past Samphire Hoe on the 10th and there were peak counts of 62 Kittiwakes heading east 
there on the 20th and 57 the next day. Lesser Black-backed Gulls were increasingly noted during February and there 
was an apparent easterly passage of Common Gulls towards the end of the month, including 43 past Samphire Hoe 
on the 28th. Good numbers of auks continued to be seen into the first few days of the month, including about 800 
Guillemots and 2,300 Razorbills off Samphire Hoe on the 3rd and around 530 of each there the following day, but 
decreased thereafter, though another 530 or so of each species flew east at the same site on the 20th.  
 
On the 2nd a Barn Owl was found at Hythe Roughs aƴŘ ƛǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŜƴŘΣ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
between there, Donkey Street and the Hythe Redoubt, whilst a male Tawny Owl was hooting in Paraker Wood on 
the 4th. Two Ravens flew over Crete Road East on the 13th, with one also seen there the next day, and large numbers 
of Jackdaws and Rooks were roosting in the Pedlinge area, with a pre-roost gathering of around 2,500 there on the 
25th. 
 
A Firecrest was at Brockhill Country Park on the 24th and single male Blackcaps were in gardens in Saltwood and at 
East Cliff Gardens and Joyes Road in Folkestone.  
 



 

11 
 

Winter thrush numbers were generally lower 
than in January, with the exception of a count 
of 200 Fieldfares in the Round Down area on 
the 11th, though counts of 15 Redwings over 
Crete Road East on the 13th, and 4 Fieldfares, 5 
Song Thrushes and 14 Redwings at Samphire 
Hoe on the 23rd were of note. A Black Redstart 
remained at Samphire Hoe whilst a pair was 
seen at Folkestone Harbour, and there were up 
to 3 Stonechats at the former site. A count of 
28 Meadow Pipits at Samphire Hoe might have 
included cold weather migrants and up to 9 
Rock Pipits remained there. 15-20 Siskins were 
along canal by the Hythe Roughs on the 4th, 
with 8 in alders at Church Road sports ground 
in Cheriton on the 8th, whilst migrants flew 
over Samphire Hoe on the 8th, 15th (2) and 19th, 
and Saltwood on the 17th. 35 Yellowhammers 
were counted at Church Hougham on the 23rd. 
 
There were 13 additions to the year list in 
February, which increased it to 123. 

 
 

Rock Pipit at Samphire Hoe (Ian Roberts) 

 
March 
 
The month began with the cold easterly wind still in place and the wintering Black Redstart, 3 Stonechats and 9 
Redwings remained at Samphire Hoe 1st. Two Purple Sandpipers were still at Hythe on the 2nd, where they remained 
throughout, 3 Buzzards were at Bluehouse Wood on the 2nd and singles of Marsh Tit, Nuthatch and Buzzard were 
noted at Brockhill Country Park on the 3rd. A flock of about 15 Waxwings in Folkestone on the 2nd was the eighth 
sighting this year but the first since late January. 
 
There were some signs of springs however, with a Common Scoter, 2 Brent Geese and 24 Red-throated Divers flying 
east past Samphire Hoe on the 2nd and 2 Oystercatchers, 20 Brent Geese, 37 Gannets, 53 Red-throated Divers, 70 
auks and 79 Kittiwakes east there the next day. The 3rd also produced a Siskin flying over Samphire Hoe and a 
Chiffchaff, possibly an early migrant, in a garden in Cheriton. 
 
A Common Sandpiper on the beach at Folkestone Sands on the 4th was an exceptionally early migrant (and only the 
fourth March record) and at least three Buzzards flew east over Saltwood the same day, whilst four Lapwings were 
at Abbotscliffe. 
 
The 5th was sunny and milder, with temperatures reaching double-figures for the first time in over a month. Four 
Common Scoters, 19 Red-throated Divers and 395 Brent Geese flew east past Samphire Hoe, 2 Peregrines were 
hunting along Princes Parade, Seabrook, and the Barn Owl was seen again at Botolph's Bridge (with a further 
sighting at Palmarsh on the 9th). 
 
A light south-easterly wind on the 6th produced a flock of 21 Bewick's Swans, 3 Curlew, 7 Shelduck, 9 Brent Geese, 
50 Gannets, 63 Red-throated Divers and 185 auks heading east past Samphire Hoe, whilst two alba wagtails also flew 
east, ten Great Tits moved through and 40 Cormorants were fishing offshore. The following day saw a Great Skua, a 
Shag, a Curlew, an Oystercatcher, 6 Little Gulls, 8 Common Scoters, 21 Kittiwakes, 35 Common Gulls, 53 Brent Geese, 
83 Red-throated Divers, 170 auks and a good count of 450 Gannets flying east there, and 3 Siskins also flew east, 
with a further two Siskins going east over Saltwood. 
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The 8th began foggy and then turned wet but a 
White Wagtail, a Crossbill and 2 Curlews were 
noted at Samphire Hoe before the weather 
deteriorated. Dry conditions with a light wind 
the following day produced a good movement 
at sea where the first 3 Sandwich Terns, a 
Greylag Goose, a Redshank, 5 Curlew, 6 Teal, 7 
Gadwall, 8 Avocets, 12 Oystercatcher, a flock 
of 21 Little Gulls, 33 Dunlin, 50 Black-headed 
Gulls, 75 Red-throated Divers and 1,280 Brent 
Geese flew east past Samphire Hoe.  
 
A male Black Redstart, a Chiffchaff and a Reed 
Bunting were new arrivals there, whilst a Rock 
Pipit, 2 Goldfinches and 8 alba wagtails flew in 
off the sea. Another 6 Avocets, 3 Brent Geese, 
4 Wigeon, 4 Redshank, 5 Ringed Plover, 6 
Curlew, 14 Teal and 27 Dunlin were on the 
flood at the Willop Basin, with 106 Brent Geese 
and 124 Red-throated Divers past offshore, 
and 3 Dunlin were on the flooded golf course 
at the Hythe Imperial, with 2 Teal and 48 
Common Scoters on the sea. A Black Redstart 
and a Shag were at Folkestone Harbour. 

 
 

Avocets at the Willop Basin (Brian Harper) 

 
It turned colder again on the 10th as the easterly wind returned but seawatching remained productive with a Black-
throated Diver, 2 Velvet Scoters, 17 Gannets, 176 Common Scoter and 223 Red-throated Divers flying east past 
Hythe (with 140 Great Crested Grebes on the sea there), a female Goldeneye east past the Willop Outfall and 25 
Cormorants, 29 Brent Geese, 48 Gannets and 207 Red-throated Divers east at Samphire Hoe. 
 
A Water Rail was along the canal at Seabrook and single Chiffchaffs were at Princes Parade, Seabrook and Samphire 
Hoe. The wind increased from the east the next day, accompanied by snow flurries. Two Greylag Geese flew west at 
Samphire Hoe and 98 Great Crested Grebes flew east there, whilst a littoralis Rock Pipit was noted on the seawall. 
 
On the 12th the wind reached gale force with several inches of snowfall, leading to snowdrifts and significant 
disruption and observations became impossible. 
 
There was some improvement in the weather on the 14th, but clear skies overnight led to a heavy frost with 
temperatures falling to -5°C. A Rook, an alba wagtail and 8 Jackdaws flew in off the sea at Samphire Hoe, whilst a 
Siskin and 20 Chaffinches flew east. There were 7 Redshank and 118 Lapwings at the Willop Basin, and a Chiffchaff, a 
Black Swan and four Tufted Ducks at Nickoll's Quarry. 
 
A change in the wind direction to south-west on the 15th encouraged some passage at sea, with 50 auks, 61 Red-
throated Divers, 62 Kittiwakes, 345 Brent Geese and a spring record movement of 563 Gannets east past Samphire 
Hoe. On land there was a Snipe, 7 Rock Pipits and 18 Redwings, whilst a flock of 230 Starlings flew in off the sea. A 
flock of 10-15 Waxwings were seen briefly in Cheriton.  
 
On the 17th 14 Greylag and 50 Brent Geese flew east past Samphire Hoe, where a Goldcrest was also noted, whilst a 
Firecrest was along the canal at West Hythe, with a Little Egret at the dam. A Sandwich Tern was seen off Hythe, six 
Shags were in Folkestone Harbour and a male Blackcap was singing in a garden in Folkestone (to the 26th). The 
following day produced a Marsh Harrier flying out to sea at Samphire Hoe, two Greylag Geese west there and four 
drake Eider east. At Abbotscliffe a Raven flew west, 160 Chaffinches flew east and a Goldcrest was seen. 
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In light and variable winds on the 19th a pair of 
Pintail, 2 Teal, 3 Shags, 5 Shelduck, 19 
Sandwich Terns and 482 Brent Geese flew east 
past Samphire Hoe, a Tufted Duck flew west 
and a Reed Bunting and a Raven flew over. 
Two White Wagtails, 4 Pied Wagtails, 15 
Yellowhammers and 75 Redwings were at 
Church Hougham. 
 
Moderate easterly winds returned to dominate 
the last ten days or so of the month and with 
daytime temperatures rarely above 5°C it felt 
bitterly cold. Overnight temperatures during 
this time were frequently below zero and there 
were even some further snow showers. These 
conditions led to some decent passage at sea 
however, with 2 Little Gulls, 3 Pintail, 25 Red-
throated Divers, 42 Sandwich Terns, 91 
Gannets and 104 Dunlin east past Samphire 
Hoe on the 20th, when a Grey Wagtail, a Siskin, 
155 Starlings and 1,435 Chaffinches flew east 
at Abbotscliffe.  

 
 

Shags at Folkestone Harbour (Brian Harper) 

 
A Reed Bunting was also at the former site and a Mistle Thrush and 2 Goldcrests at the latter. On the 21st two 
Shelduck, 15 Common Scoter, 35 Gannets, 65 auks, 70 Sandwich Terns and 515 Brent Geese flew east past Samphire 
Hoe, 3 Shags and 9 Sandwich Terns were seen off Folkestone Pier, where 33 Brent Geese flew east and 41 Red-
throated Divers flew west and at least 25 Gannets flew east at Seabrook.  
 
The 22nd produced a Little Ringed Plover, a Shag, 2 Grey Plover, 2 Ringed Plover, 3 Bar-tailed Godwit, 5 Shelduck, 7 
Teal, 8 Pintail, 9 Avocets, 10 Curlew, 11 Gadwall, 18 Red-throated Divers, 18 Fulmars, 20 auks, 21 Wigeon, 36 Dunlin, 
41 Shoveler, 80 Common Scoter, 165 Sandwich Terns (a record for March) and 361 Gannets east past Samphire Hoe.  
 
Next day a Redshank, 3 Shelduck, 7 Lesser Black-backed Gulls, 10 Wigeon, 12 Gadwall, 14 Bar-tailed Godwits, 15 
Kittiwakes, 16 Knot, 16 Teal, 16 Red-throated Divers, 20 Pintail, 21 Shoveler, 24 Common Scoter, 35 Curlew, 81 
Sandwich Terns, 82 Gannets and 85 Dunlin flew east there and the first Wheatear arrived. 
 
A Black-throated Diver, 2 Slavonian Grebes, 2 Shoveler, 3 Shelduck, 6 Avocets, 6 Little Gulls, 6 Bar-tailed Godwits, 8 
Eider, 75 Common Scoter, 75 Sandwich Terns, 80 Gannets and 415 Brent Geese flew east at Samphire Hoe on the 
24th, and 2 Wheatears, 2 Black Redstarts and the first 5 Swallows were seen. A Chiffchaff was in a garden in Hythe. 
The 25th saw a Little Gull, an Oystercatcher, 2 Curlew, 15 Red-throated Divers, 21 Great Crested Grebes, 27 Brent 
Geese, 37 Common Scoter, 37 Kittiwakes, 50 Gannets and 72 Sandwich Terns flying east at Samphire Hoe, where a 
Common Buzzard was also noted. A male Black Redstart was at Abbotscliffe and a Red-breasted Merganser flew 
past, whilst 38 Lapwings flew high west over Saltwood.  
 
On the 26th a Black-throated Diver flew east at Samphire Hoe and single male Black Redstart and Wheatear were 
noted, with another Black Redstart at Hythe Ranges, two Chiffchaffs in a garden in Folkestone and two Siskins in a 
garden in Saltwood. 
 
Highlight of the month was a female Bluethroat (presumably of the White-spotted form) found at Samphire Hoe on 
the 27th, when a Black-throated Diver was seen offshore. A Black Redstart was seen near the Hythe Redoubt, a 
Chiffchaff was in a garden in Folkestone and 2 Siskins and 3 Buzzards flew over Saltwood. A Short-eared Owl flew 
west at Samphire Hoe the following day, whilst 2 Curlews, 2 Sandwich Terns, 10 Siskins and 135 Brent Geese flew 
east and a Chiffchaff was seen, whilst a Buzzard flew north over Folkestone. 
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On the 29th a female Bluethroat (presumably 
the same bird having reappeared) was at 
Samphire Hoe, where it performed well until 
the 3rd April. Three Curlew, 7 Shelduck, 26 
Common Gulls, 41 Sandwich Terns, 62 Brent 
Geese, 99 Black-headed Gulls and 190 Gannets 
flew east there, a Red Kite flew south-west 
over Capel-le-Ferne and two Eider were seen 
off West Parade, Hythe.  
 
Another Red Kite flew north-west over Hythe 
the following day, when single Marsh Harriers 
were at Botolph's Bridge and Nickoll's Quarry, 
a Water Rail and a Chiffchaff were along the 
canal at Seabrook and 47 Common Scoters 
were off Princes Parade, Seabrook, with pair of 
Mandarin at Brockhill Country Park. 
 

 
 

Bluethroat at Samphire Hoe (Tim Gutsell) 

The last day of the month saw a female Black Redstart, a male Wheatear, a Shag, a Snipe, a Grey Wagtail and c.50 
Siskins at Samphire Hoe, a Firecrest at Paraker Wood, a Brambling in a garden in Lympne, a Green Sandpiper at 
Botolph's Bridge, an Eider, 23 Common Scoter and 28 Great Crested Grebes off the Hythe Redoubt, 17 Great Crested 
Grebes at the Willop Outfall, 31 Lapwings at the Willop Basin and 57 Common Scoters off Princes Parade, Seabrook. 
There were 17 additions to the year list in March, which increased it to 140. 
 
 
April 
 
The month began with the cold easterly winds and wintery showers persisting and the female Bluethroat still in 
residence at Samphire Hoe, whilst up to two Black Redstarts were regularly noted there throughout. The site also 
produced 3 Sandwich Terns, 7 Red-throated Divers, 11 Pintail and 20 Brent Geese passing offshore on the 1st, with a 
Shag on the sea, when a male Brambling was again in a garden in Lympne. The next day a Buzzard and 220 Starlings 
flew north over Saltwood ŀƴŘ ŀ aŀǊǎƘ IŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ .ƻǘƻƭǇƘΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ рth. The 6th was a little milder and a 
White Stork flew over Folkestone in the afternoon. A Black Redstart at Hythe, single Cetti's Warbler and Chiffchaff at 
West Hythe, a female Brambling (to the 7th) and two Reed Buntings in a garden in Lympne, and a Redpoll and 281 
Chaffinches flying north over Saltwood were also of note.  
 
Improvement continued the following day with temperatures almost reaching double figures in some hazy sunshine, 
and a Red Kite, 2 Redpoll, 4 Buzzards and 7 Lesser Black-backed Gulls flew north over Saltwood, whilst two 
continental Coal Tits were seen with a migrant flock of 22 Great Tits at Samphire Hoe. Elsewhere a male Blackcap 
was along Green Lane, Hythe, a Marsh Harrier, a Green Sandpiper, a Kingfisher and a Chiffchaff were at Botolph's 
Bridge, a Chiffchaff was at Nickoll's Quarry, 3 Buzzards and 7 Woodcock were at Cowtye Wood, a Woodcock was in a 
garden in Cheriton briefly, a male Blackcap and 2 Siskins were in a garden in Lympne and 124 Red-throated Divers 
were on the sea off Hythe Ranges. 
 
In south-easterly winds on the 8th a male Hen Harrier flew north and 5 Buzzards east over Folkestone, and an 
Avocet, a Red-breasted Merganser, 2 Pintail, 2 Shoveler, 2 Teal, 3 Shelduck, 4 Fulmar, 13 Dunlin, 73 Brent Geese, 78 
Common Scoter and 403 Red-throated Divers headed east past Princes Parade, Seabrook. Similar conditions the 
following day produced totals of at least 2 Gadwall, 6 Common Terns, 12 Teal, 14 Red-breasted Mergansers, 20 
Shoveler, 190 Common Scoter and 1,370 Brent Geese east past Folkestone Pier / Samphire Hoe. A Black Redstart 
was at the former site and a Firecrest, a Wheatear, a Raven, a Long-tailed Tit, a Redwing and 2 Goldcrests at the 
latter. On the 10th a Swallow and the first 2 Sand Martins were at Nickoll's Quarry and a Swallow flew north over 
Saltwood. Two male Blackcaps and 3 Chiffchaffs were seen in a garden in Folkestone and a Firecrest, 2 Goldcrests 
and 3 Chiffchaffs were at Samphire Hoe, where 2 Sandwich Terns, 32 Gannets and 42 Red-throated Divers flew east 
and 170 Brent Geese flew west. 



 

15 
 

The next week was dominated by south-
westerly winds and temperatures rose 
gradually, peaking at close to 20°C on the 14th. 
A pair of Garganey, a Green Sandpiper and a 
singing Willow Warbler were at Botolph's 
Bridge on the 11th, with the first House Martin, 
2 Red-throated Divers, 2 Sand Martins, and 11 
Swallows at Nickoll's Quarry, a Swallow, a 
Blackcap, a Lapwing, 2 Willow Warblers, 2 
Goldcrests, 4 Robins, 4 Song Thrushes, 6 
Chiffchaffs, 6 Fieldfares and 15 Redwings at 
Samphire Hoe, a Swallow west over Cheriton 
and 3 male Blackcaps in a garden there.  
 
A splendid summer-plumaged Black-necked 
Grebe was at Nickoll's Quarry on the 12th, and 
a male Black Redstart and 2 Firecrests were at 
Samphire Hoe, where 2 Great Skuas, 4 Red-
breasted Mergansers, 17 Red-throated Divers, 
27 Common Scoters and 30 Brent Geese flew 
east, whilst 11 Siskins were noted in Hythe. 

 
 

Black-ƴŜŎƪŜŘ DǊŜōŜ ŀǘ bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ vǳŀǊǊȅ ό.Ǌƛŀƴ IŀǊǇŜǊύ 

 
On the 13th a Wheatear, a Golden Plover, a Raven, a Grey Wagtail, a Willow Warbler, a Redwing, 2 female Black 
Redstarts, 2 Shags, 2 Goldcrests, 3 Firecrests and 6 Chiffchaffs were at Samphire Hoe and a Marsh Harrier, the first 2 
Yellow Wagtails, 7 Swallows, 23 Linnets, 40 Goldfinches and 140 Wood Pigeons flew over. Ten Waxwings were seen 
ƛƴ CƻƭƪŜǎǘƻƴŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ о CƛǊŜŎǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƭŀƴŘΩǎ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀ .ǳȊȊŀǊŘ ƻǾŜǊ CƻƭƪŜǎǘƻƴŜΣ ŀ [ƛǘǘƭŜ 9ƎǊŜǘ ƻǾŜǊ {ŀƭǘǿƻƻŘ 
and 2 Little Egrets at West Hythe, where there were also a Willow Warbler, a Blackcap, a Swallow, 2 Peregrines and 5 
Chiffchaffs. 
 
The 14th produced a Nightingale, a Wheatear, a Willow Warbler, a Raven, 2 Goldcrests and 5 Firecrests at Samphire 
Hoe and 2 Black-throated Divers, 16 Brent Geese, 30 Gannets and 80 Common Scoters flew east there. The first 
Cuckoo, a Buzzard, a Firecrest, a Kingfisher, a Little Owl, 6 Willow Warblers, 7 Blackcaps and 20 Chiffchaffs were 
noted along the canal west of Hythe whilst a Whitethroat along Princes Parade was also new for the year. A 
Woodcock and 2 Ravens at Capel-le-Ferne were also of note, as were 2 female Blackcaps in a garden in Cheriton and 
Swallows at several sites, including counts of 4 over Saltwood and 20 over Horn Street. Next day saw a Whitethroat, 
a Blackcap, 2 Firecrests, 2 Willow Warblers, 3 Chiffchaffs and 3 Goldcrests at Samphire Hoe, and a Lesser Redpoll, a 
Collared Dove, a Stock Dove, 2 Swallows, 2 Ravens, 10 Goldfinches, 35 Linnets and 145 Wood Pigeons flew west, 
whilst a Merlin was reported. 
 
A Little Egret, a Whitethroat, 2 Firecrests, 2 Chiffchaffs and 3 Wheatears were at Samphire Hoe on the 16th and a 
Little Egret flew west over Hythe. On the 17th a Firecrest, a Willow Warbler, a Long-tailed Tit, 2 Black Redstarts, 2 
Whitethroats and 3 Wheatears were at Samphire Hoe, and a Great Skua, a Gadwall, a Shelduck, 2 Curlew, 14 Red-
throated Divers, 20 Sandwich Terns and 20 Gannets flew east. The first Reed Warbler was along the canal at 
Seabrook in the evening. The wind picked up on the 18th and produced little of note with just 140 Gannets passing 
Samphire Hoe. The following day remained quiet with just 2 Firecrests and singles of Wheatear, Whitethroat and 
Blackcap at Samphire Hoe, with 2 Yellow Wagtails and 125 Wood Pigeons over. 
 
In a north-easterly breeze on the 20th a continental Coal Tit, a Wheatear, a Goldcrest, 2 Blackcaps and 3 
Whitethroats were seen at Samphire Hoe, whilst a Buzzard, 2 Sparrowhawks, 2 House Martins and 6 Swallows flew 
over and an Arctic Skua, a Whimbrel, 2 Shelduck, 7 Red-throated Divers, 14 Kittiwakes and 26 Gannets flew east at 
sea. A Yellow Wagtail and a Brambling flew north over Saltwood. 
 
The wind returned to the south-west from the 21st and again temperatures slowly increased towards 20°C, though 
coastal fog on the 24th and 25th made it feel cooler and hampered observations. 
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A Whimbrel, a Reed Warbler, 2 Cetti's 
Warblers and the first 2 Sedge Warblers of the 
year were at Nickoll's Quarry on the 21st, when 
4 Buzzards flew over Saltwood and a Goldcrest, 
2 Blackcaps and 4 Whitethroats were at 
Samphire Hoe, where a Red Kite, 2 Rooks, 4 
Yellow Wagtails, 6 House Martins and 10 
Swallows flew over, and a Shelduck, 4 
Mediterranean Gulls, 6 Whimbrel, 10 Red-
throated Divers, 11 Sandwich Terns, 12 
Common Scoter, 12 Gannets and 20 Kittiwakes 
flew east at sea. 
 
The latter site hosted the first Lesser 
Whitethroat of the year the following day, 
when a single Willow Warbler was also 
present, a Shag flew east and a Raven flew 
west. A Buzzard flew over Hythe and 2 
Swallows flew in off the sea. The 23rd produced 
just a Willow Warbler, 2 Swallows, 2 Chiffchaffs 
and 6 Whitethroats at Samphire Hoe, with a 
single Wheatear at Princes Parade, Seabrook. 

 
 

Firecrest at Samphire Hoe (Ian Roberts) 

 
The next day was little better, with just a Lapwing and 2 Willow Warblers there, and 50 Brent Geese flying east. The 
first 6 Swifts of the year were seen over Folkestone on the 25th, when a Lesser Whitethroat, a Blackcap, a Willow 
Warbler, a Whimbrel and 7 Whitethroats were at Samphire Hoe and a Dunlin, a Yellow Wagtail, 5 House Martins and 
6 Swallows flew over. Further Lesser Whitethroats were at Seabrook and Castle Hill (2), and a Wheatear, a Buzzard, a 
Grey Partridge, 5 Swallows and 27 Yellowhammers were at Church Hougham. 
 
A northerly wind and showers on the morning of the 26th led to a small arrival of migrants including a Blackcap, 2 
Whinchats, 2 Yellow Wagtails, 2 Willow Warblers, 5 House Martins, 8 Whitethroats, 8 Chiffchaffs and 10 Wheatears 
at Samphire Hoe, with Wheatears also noted arriving at Folkestone Pier (4) and Mill Point (4), with a Common 
Sandpiper at the latter site. At sea a Little Egret, a Shag, 6 Shelduck, 24 Gannets and 27 Brent Geese passed by. Just 3 
Wheatears and 6 Whitethroats remained at Samphire Hoe the following day, but 2 Yellow Wagtails and 3 Swallows 
arrived in off the sea and 80 Wood Pigeons flew west. At the heronry in Lympne Park Wood 12 nests were noted 
again this year. 
 
A couple of days of more south-westerly winds followed and a Great Skua, a Bar-tailed Godwit, 2 Black-throated 
Divers, 4 Eider, 4 Shelduck, 8 Mediterranean Gulls, 11 Whimbrel, 12 Brent Geese and 40 Sandwich Terns flew East 
past Samphire Hoe on the 28th, with 7 House Martins and 10 Swallows arriving in off the sea, 2 Ravens, 5 Buzzards 
and 6 Mute Swans flying west and two Wheatears on the sea wall. A Buzzard, a House Martin, 4 Wheatears, 6 
Whitethroats and 10 Swallows were at Abbotscliffe, a Common Sandpiper and 3 Yellow Wagtails were at Botolph's 
Bridge and 3 Buzzards flew over Saltwood. On the 29th a Yellow Wagtail and 2 Common Sandpipers were at Nickoll's 
Quarry, a Swift flew over Princes Parade, Seabrook, a Little Egret, a Shag, a Curlew and a Wheatear were at Samphire 
Hoe, where a Yellow Wagtail and four Swallows flew in off the sea, a Greylag Goose flew east over Saltwood and six 
Purple Sandpipers were at Battery Point. 
 
The month ended with a cool northerly breeze picking up and a ring-tail Montagu's Harrier, a Marsh Harrier, 6 
House Martins, 23 Goldfinches and 24 Swallows arrived into the headwind at Samphire Hoe. After taking a short rest 
ŀǘ !ōōƻǘǎŎƭƛŦŦŜΣ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘŀƎǳΩǎ IŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘ-west over Folkestone West station. Samphire 
Hoe also produced a Little Egret, 2 Mediterranean Gulls and 18 Sandwich Terns flying east, whilst a Black Redstart, a 
Lesser Whitethroat, 2 House Martins and 12 Whitethroats were at Capel-le-Ferne Gun Site. 
 
There were 21 additions to the year list in April, which increased it to 161.  
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May 
 
May began with a cool north-easterly wind on 
the 1st and produced another Marsh Harrier (at 
Folkestone Racecourse, Westenhanger) and 
the first Hobby of the year (at Samphire Hoe).  
A Whimbrel, 4 Common Scoter, 23 Kittiwakes, 
29 Gannets and 68 Sandwich Terns flew east 
past the latter site, where a Yellow Wagtail and 
3 Swallows flew in off the sea, and a Wheatear 
was grounded. At Botolph's Bridge a Peregrine, 
a Common Sandpiper and a Yellow Wagtail 
were noted. 
 
Similar conditions the following day saw a male 
Montagu's Harrier arriving in off the sea at 
Princes Parade, Seabrook, whilst another 
Hobby and a Yellow Wagtail were at Nickoll's 
Quarry, and a Black-throated Diver, a Grey 
Plover, 2 Knot, 3 Arctic Skuas, 3 Shelduck, 3 
Oystercatchers, 5 Sanderling, 10 Red-throated 
Divers , 17 Bar-tailed Godwits, 17 auks, 23 
Whimbrel, 46 Common/Arctic Terns, 71 
Kittiwakes, 165 Gannets and 192 Sandwich 
Terns flew east past Samphire Hoe, where 3 
Shags were seen on the sea. 

 
 

Iƻōōȅ ŀǘ bƛŎƪƻƭƭΩǎ vǳŀǊǊȅ ό.Ǌƛŀƴ IŀǊǇŜǊύ 

 
The 3rd saw the wind move round to the south south-west but raptors continue to arrive with a Honey Buzzard over 
Saltwood, where a Swift was also noted. Sea passage improved, with a Black-throated Diver, a Sanderling, 2 
Mediterranean Gulls, 3 Pomarine Skuas, 3 Shelduck, 10 Velvet Scoter, 14 Brent Geese, 20 Whimbrel, 20 Kittiwakes, 
26 Common Gulls, 34 Sandwich Terns, 37 Common Scoter, 98 Black-headed Gulls and 113 Common/Arctic Terns 
(including the first of the latter species for the year) going east past Samphire Hoe. 
 
Samphire Hoe also produced 2 Yellow Wagtails, 2 Sand Martins, 11 House Martins, 17 Carrion Crows and 85 
Swallows flying in off the sea, 2 Ravens, 2 Sparrowhawks, 4 Buzzards and 16 Oystercatchers flying west and a Willow 
Warbler in the bushes. At Crete Hill the first two Ring Ouzels of the year and 20 Swallows were seen, and 2 Whimbrel 
flew east over Hythe. The wind increased from the south-west on the 4th and just a single Great Skua, 3 Red-throated 
Divers, 30 Common Scoter, 40 Gannets and 45 Sandwich Terns flew east past Samphire Hoe, whilst a Wheatear and 
2 Willow Warblers were grounded and 20 Swallows flew in off the sea. The first two Garden Warblers of the year 
were noted at Heane Wood, Saltwood. 
 
The wind eased on the 5th and the sea was again productive with the highlight being an exceptional movement of 
Common/Arctic Terns in the afternoon, with up to 800 per hour passing east past Samphire Hoe before thick fog 
rolled in and halted counting. Other birds of note moving up-channel here included a Great Skua, a Mediterranean 
Gull, 2 Whimbrel, 4 Red-throated Divers, 5 Arctic Skuas, 5 Oystercatchers, 6 Little Terns, 20 Kittiwakes, 23 Dunlin, 25 
Sandwich Terns and 62 Common Scoter, whilst an Arctic Skua, a Bar-tailed Godwit, 5 Whimbrel, 5 Red-throated 
Divers, 15 Little Terns, 38 Sandwich Terns and 45 Common Scoter passed Folkestone Pier. A Yellow Wagtail and 7 
Swallows flew in off the sea at the former site with 15 Swallows in off the sea at the latter. A flock of six Velvet 
Scoter were also seen in the bay off Mill Point and a Hobby flew north over Saltwood. 
 
Fog persisted into the morning of the 6th which hampered observations but a flock of 29 Black-tailed Godwits flew 
west close inshore at Battery Point, Seabrook, where a Little Tern was lingering and 4 Purple Sandpipers remained. 
At Samphire Hoe Greenshank, Dunlin and Whimbrel could be heard calling and a lost drake Pochard was on the main 
pond.  
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Once conditions had cleared a Great Skua, 2 
Pomarine Skuas, 3 Mediterranean Gulls and 30 
Common/Arctic Terns flew east past the latter 
site, whilst a Willow Warbler was present, 2 
Redpolls, 2 Swallows and 3 House Martins flew 
over. A Yellow Wagtail was on the Hythe 
Imperial golf course in the evening. 
 
On a calm 7th another 2 Pomarine Skuas, 2 
Red-throated Divers, 10 Sandwich Terns and 80 
Common/Arctic Terns flew east past Copt Point 
and a Common Sandpiper, 2 Whimbrel, 8 Little 
Terns, 16 Bar-tailed Godwits and 51 Common 
Scoter flew east past Folkestone Pier, where a 
Black-throated Diver was seen on the sea. At 
Samphire Hoe a Great Skua, a Black-throated 
Diver, 3 Shelduck, 3 Oystercatchers, 14 
Whimbrel, 15 Little Terns, 30 Sandwich Terns, 
39 Bar-tailed Godwits, 110 Common Scoter 
and 200 Common/Arctic Terns flew east, a 
Greylag Goose flew west, 3 Swallows flew in 
off the sea and a Wheatear was present. 
Another migrant Pochard appeared on the 
canal at Twiss Road, Hythe, 9 Swifts were at 
Saltwood Castle and 6 House Martins and 24 
Swifts were at Saltwood. 

 
 

Little Tern at Battery Point (Brian Harper) 

 
A band of heavy rain passed through on the 8th and there was little to be seen. The next few days were dominated by 
strong south-westerly winds and were generally unproductive. On the 9th an Arctic Skua, a Red-throated Diver, 9 
Sandwich Terns, 10 Kittiwakes, 40 Gannets and 90 Common Scoter flew east past Samphire Hoe, where 2 Swallows 
and 4 Swifts arrived in off the sea. The following day saw just 30 Common Scoters heading east there and 6 Swallows 
in off the sea. 
 
On the 11th an Arctic Skua, a Shag and 92 Common Scoters flew past Folkestone Pier and 2 Swifts and 21 Swallows 
flew in off the sea. A Hobby, 2 Swifts, 15 Swallows and 19 House Martins flew in off the sea at Samphire Hoe the 
next day, and a Cuckoo and 2 Yellow Wagtails were at Botolph's Bridge. A Cuckoo was at Hythe Ranges on the 13th, 
when a Greylag Goose flew south over Saltwood, and 5 Swifts were noted there. 
 
Another day of moderate westerly winds on the 14th promised little so the discovery of a flock of ten Bee-eaters at 
Saltwood came as quite a shock but unfortunately they quickly moved on. Elsewhere just a single Swallow in off the 
sea at Samphire Hoe and a Shag offshore were of note. An Arctic Skua, 2 Great Skuas and 40 Common Scoter flew 
east past Samphire Hoe the next day as the wind again increased from the south-west, and 40 Swifts arrived in off 
the sea there. The 16th yielded just a single Whimbrel east past Samphire Hoe and 4 Shelduck on the pond. 
 
The wind switched round to the north from the 17th and a Goldcrest, 9 Swallows, 11 Swifts and 20 House Martins 
were seen at Samphire Hoe, where a Red-throated Diver, 15 Sandwich Terns and 50 Wood Pigeons flew east, and a 
migrant Willow Warbler was at Broadmead Village pond. The next day saw a Little Tern, a Bar-tailed Godwit, 2 
Whimbrel, 2 Shags, 2 Little Egrets and 6 Shelduck pass Folkestone Pier and ten Swallows flew in off the sea there, 
whilst a Hobby, 3 Swifts, 5 Swallows and 17 House Martins were at Samphire Hoe. There was little of note on the 
19th, though 3 Black Redstarts at Samphire Hoe included 2 birds which appeared to be new arrivals.  
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The 21st offered some signs of encouragement 
with an Arctic Skua, 5 Bar-tailed Godwits, 10 
Gannets, 10 Kittiwakes, 15 Swifts and 17 
Whimbrel flying east past Samphire Hoe, and an 
increase there to 40 House Martins, whilst 25 
Swallows flew north over Hythe. The 22nd saw 
considerable improvement with the first 
Spotted Flycatcher and a new Lesser 
Whitethroat at Samphire Hoe, where an Arctic 
Skua, an Oystercatcher, 2 Whimbrel, 3 Red-
breasted Mergansers, 25 Sandwich Terns and 50 
Common Scoters east early morning. Then in 
the late morning a Red Kite flew over Saltwood 
and a Honey Buzzard and a probable Marsh 
Harrier flew over Folkestone, with a Marsh 
Harrier over Samphire Hoe in the evening, when 
a Long-eared Owl was found at Nickoll's Quarry, 
where a Cetti's Warbler, 2 Cuckoos and 25 
Swifts were also seen. On the 23rd three Red 
Kites flew west over West Parade, Hythe early 
morning and a Nightingale was singing at Hythe 
Ranges late evening (reported as present for 
about a fortnight). 

 
 

Long-eared Owl at Nickoll's Quarry (Brian Harper) 
 
This productive spell continued into the 24th when a Bee-eater flew over Hythe with presumably the same bird later 
seen flying north-west over Nickoll's Quarry, where 25 Swifts and a mixed flock of around 600 Swallows and House 
Martins were feeding over the lake. The first Turtle Dove was seen on Donkey Street, near Botolph's Bridge pub, on 
the 25th, and four Grey Wagtails were at Enbrook Park, Sandgate the next day. A Whimbrel was on the rock groyne 
opposite the Hotel Imperial, Hythe on the 27th and two Yellow Wagtails were at Botolph's Bridge. A flock of 9 
Oystercatchers flew west at Samphire Hoe on the 28th. A Spotted Flycatcher was at Samphire Hoe on the 29th and 
the afternoon saw a marked arrival of hirundines and Swifts, with 20 Swallows, 100 House Martins and 100 Swifts at 
the Willop Outfall, and 100 Swifts and 400 House Martins at Capel-le-Ferne. The next day a Hobby flew over Hythe in 
the evening, whilst 16 Swifts and 105 House Martins flew west at Samphire Hoe on the 31st, and the month ended 
on a high with a Purple Heron flying north over Saltwood in the afternoon. There were 13 additions to the year list in 
May, which increased it to 174. 
 
 

June 
 
There was a dry but relatively cool start to the month with a north-easterly breeze persisting for the first ten days 
and small numbers of migrants continued to arrive. These included a particularly impressive array of raptors, 
beginning with an Osprey flying in off the sea at Samphire Hoe on the 1st, then a Honey Buzzard in off the sea at 
Capel-le-Ferne, a Hen Harrier flying west at Samphire Hoe, and singles of Red Kite, Hobby and Peregrine over 
Saltwood the next day. Sightings of local Buzzard, Kestrel and Sparrowhawk, and a nestling Tawny Owl at Newington 
brought the bird of prey total for the day to 9 species! A second Honey Buzzard flew north over Saltwood on the 6th, 
which was followed by a further Hobby over Cheriton on the 8th, an Osprey north over Abbotscliffe on the 10th and a 
Red Kite over Cheriton on the 11th. 
 
Other migrants comprised a Collared Dove and 2 Jays flying east at Samphire Hoe on the 2nd, a late Willow Warbler 
there on the 5th, newly-arrived Chiffchaff and Lesser Whitethroat there on the 7th, and small numbers of incoming 
Swifts and Swallows. It was rather quiet offshore, with a single Shelduck east past Samphire Hoe on the 1st, 3 
Oystercatchers east there the next day, a late Red-throated Diver offshore on the 4th, and 70 Common Scoter east 
there on the 6th, whilst a Shag was seen on several dates, with 2 on the 11th. Two Lapwings at Abbotscliffe on the 10th 
were also of note. 
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A few days of strong south-westerly winds 
followed, accompanied by some drizzle and 
showers, and two Manx Shearwaters, 25 
Common Scoter and 26 Gannets flew west past 
Samphire Hoe on the 12th, with another Manx 
Shearwater, 10 Gannets and 50 Common 
Scoter passing there the next day. A further 30 
Common Scoter flew east there on the 15th 
when 75 Swifts flew west.  
 
When the weather settled down a singing 
Marsh Warbler was found in suitable breeding 
habitat on the 17th but the news could not be 
released in case the bird attracted a mate and 
attempted to nest. After a couple of days 
however it appeared to move on and so was 
presumably just a late migrant.  

 
 

Male White Wagtail at Samphire Hoe (Ian Roberts) 
 
The third Osprey of the month flew east over Folkestone on the 18th (there had been only two previous records in 
June before this year, singles in 2003 and 2012), when a Curlew and a Grey Heron flew west at Samphire Hoe. 
 
A rather quiet spell followed before a returning Green Sandpiper was seen at Samphire Hoe on the 27th and a Honey 
Buzzard flew in off the sea there the next day. A late Spotted Flycatcher was at the same site on the 28th, when 250 
Swifts flew east, and two Hobbies were hunting along the cliffs there on the 29th, whilst two Mute Swans and 47 
Swifts flew over, and 119 Swifts flew north-west over Cheriton. 
 
During the last few days of the month it became apparent that a pair of White Wagtails was nesting at Samphire 
Hoe, and the female was seen carrying food into the compound on the 29th, confirming the first ever successful 
breeding of this form locally (and apparently the first occurrence in the county for other thirty years). 
 
There were three additions to the year list in June, which increased it to 177. 
 
 
July 
 
July was mostly dry, settled and relatively warm, with daytime highs typically exceeding 20° C. The temperature 
peaked at close to 30°C on the 22nd, preceding spectacular thunderstorms over the eastern side of Kent the following 
night, and further thunderstorms followed on the 27th. 
 
Three Manx Shearwaters flew past Samphire Hoe on the 1st, when 2 Sand Martins and 30 Swifts flew west at 
Abbotscliffe. A Common Sandpiper was heard calling at the former site the next day, whilst 2 Shags were on the sea 
and 30 Common Scoter flew west. On the 3rd a Curlew, 3 Teal, 8 Common Scoters, 30 Gannets and 54 Swifts flew 
west there and a Guillemot was seen on the sea, whilst up to 5 Mediterranean Gulls were noted there during the 
month. 
 
On the 6th 20 Common Scoter flew west at Samphire Hoe and a Shag was noted there the next day. A post-breeding 
flock of Starlings began to accumulate at the same site, with 26 on the 9th, increasing to 40 on the 12th, and 50 on the 
14th. 
 
A flock of five Shags were on the sea off Samphire Hoe on the 12th and 40 Common Scoter flew west, whilst the 
following day produced the most remarkable record of the month when three Brent Geese flew east past Samphire 
Hoe (the first ever July sighting), though arguably more significant was the appearance there of a juvenile White 
Wagtail with its parents on the 14th. 
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Return passage became more evident from 
around mid-month, with 2 Lapwings at 
Abbotscliffe and a Crossbill flying west there 
on the 14th, when a Whimbrel, an 
Oystercatcher, 3 Sand Martins and 30 Common 
Scoter flew past Samphire Hoe and a House 
Sparrow began a two-day stay. A Reed Warbler 
was at Abbotscliffe the next day and a 
Kingfisher was flushed from bushes at 
Samphire Hoe on the 18th. 
 
Three Crossbills flew west over Hythe on the 
20th, with a flock of about 15 flying west there 
the next day and a further three west over 
Samphire Hoe on the 22nd, when a Common 
Sandpiper was also of note.  
 

 
 

Mediterranean Gull at Samphire Hoe (Dave Featherbe) 

 
Another five Crossbills flew south over Saltwood on the 26th and a Hobby and 4 Common Sandpipers were noted at 
Samphire Hoe on the 27th. There were no additions to the year list in July. 
 
 
August 
 
August remained mostly dry, settled and warm, with daytime peaks regularly above 20° C, though there were a few 
showers, some thundery, in the first week, and a rain-bearing front passed through on the 24th/25th. 
 
A Hobby was chasing House Martins at Risborough Barracks, Cheriton on the 1st and singles of Wheatear, a Willow 
Warbler and Shag were noted at Samphire Hoe on the 4th. A Lesser Whitethroat, 2 Willow Warblers and 9 
Whitethroats were at Abbotscliffe on the 5th, whilst 4 Common Terns and 8 Sandwich Terns were seen off Samphire 
Hoe. A Wheatear and 6 Willow Warblers were at the latter site on the 6th, with a Hobby at Church Hougham on the 
8th. 
 
The 11th saw a small arrival of migrants, with a Grasshopper Warbler, 5 Willow Warblers and 24 Whitethroats at 
Abbotscliffe, whilst a Marsh Harrier flew high over Botolph's Bridge road, and a Common Sandpiper and 3 Ringed 
Plovers were at Hythe Redoubt. A Wheatear, a Lesser Whitethroat, 4 Willow Warblers and 17 Whitethroats were at 
Abbotscliffe the following day and 2 Sedge Warblers, 2 Willow Warblers and 7 Whitethroats were at Samphire Hoe, 
where the post-breeding Starling flock peaked at 150. 
 
A Cuckoo, a Sedge Warbler, a Chiffchaff, 3 Wheatears, 5 Willow Warblers and 7 Whitethroats were at Samphire Hoe 
on the 13th and a Marsh Harrier was seen at Abbotscliffe, with presumably the same bird seen again there the next 
day, when a Sedge Warbler, 2 Whinchats, 5 Wheatears, 6 Whitethroats, 6 Lesser Whitethroats and 30 Willow 
Warblers were also noted, and a Sedge Warbler, a Common Sandpiper, 4 Willow Warblers, 6 Whitethroats and 24 
Mediterranean Gulls were at Samphire Hoe, with a Greenshank and 2 Yellow Wagtails flying west there. 
 
A Common Redstart, a Sedge Warbler and 2 Willow Warblers were at Samphire Hoe on the 15th and 2 Common 
Sandpipers, 2 Sedge Warblers, 3 Willow Warblers, 3 Black Redstarts, 3 Blackcaps and 11 Whitethroats were noted 
there the following day. On the 17th Samphire Hoe produced a Sedge Warbler, a Blackcap and 7 Willow Warblers, 
with a Wheatear at Abbotscliffe, a Green Sandpiper and a Common Sandpiper at Hythe Redoubt, 2 Wheatears on 
the Hythe Imperial Golf Course, and 5 Yellow Wagtails flying west along Princes Parade, Seabrook. 
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A flock of four Balearic Shearwaters flew west 
past Samphire Hoe on the 18th, when 4 Willow 
Warblers and 30 Gannets were also logged, 
and a Yellow Wagtail flew over Cheriton. A 
further three shearwaters, presumably also 
Balearics, flew west past Folkestone Pier the 
next day, as did a Marsh Harrier, 2 Arctic Skuas 
and 10 Common Scoters, whilst a Buzzard, an 
Arctic Skua, a Sand Martin, 4 Common Scoters, 
7 Sandwich Terns and 35 Gannets flew west 
past Samphire Hoe, where a Cuckoo, a 
Common Sandpiper, a Blackcap and 3 Willow 
Warblers were seen. In the evening single 
Wheatears were at Hythe Redoubt and the 
Hythe Imperial Golf Course.  
 
A Common Sandpiper, 2 Wheatears, 3 Willow 
Warblers and 6 Whitethroats were at Samphire 
Hoe on the 20th, when 2 Yellow Wagtails flew 
east there and about 100 Mediterranean Gulls 
were seen hawking ants above the site. A 
Whinchat, a Lesser Whitethroat and 5 Willow 
Warblers were present there the next day and 
another 2 Yellow Wagtails flew over, whilst a 
Raven flew west at Lympne and a Buzzard flew 
south-west over Saltwood. 

 
 

Common Sandpiper at Hythe Redoubt (Brian Harper) 

 
Two Hobbies, 2 Whitethroats, 3 Wheatears and 15 Swallows were at Samphire Hoe on the 22nd, when a Wheatear 
was at Hythe Redoubt, 2 Wheatears were at Hythe Ranges and 2 Willow Warblers were seen in a garden in Cheriton. 
A Common Sandpiper, a Wheatear and 2 Sedge Warblers were at Samphire Hoe the next day and 2 Yellow Wagtails 
flew east, whilst a Reed Warbler, 5 Willow Warbler and 13 Whitethroats were at Abbotscliffe. 
 
A Whinchat, a Wheatear, a Common Sandpiper, a Dunlin, a Lesser Whitethroat, 3 Willow Warblers, 3 Robins and 6 
Whitethroats were at Samphire Hoe on the 24th and a single Yellow Wagtail flew over. A Green Sandpiper flew west 
at Abbotscliffe on the 25th, where 2 Whinchats, 4 Willow Warbler and 10 Whitethroats were also seen, and a 
Common Sandpiper and 3 Wheatears were at Samphire Hoe. A Redstart, a Sedge Warbler, a Chiffchaff, 2 Reed 
Warblers, 2 Lesser Whitethroats, 8 Whitethroats and 10 Willow Warblers were counted in the Botolph's Bridge road 
/ Nickoll's Quarry area and 3 Common Sandpipers were at Hythe Redoubt. 
 
On the 26th two Spotted Flycatchers, 2 Whitethroats, 2 Yellow Wagtails and 4 Willow Warblers were at Capel-le-
Ferne Gun Site and a Whinchat, a Spotted Flycatcher, a Sedge Warbler, a Raven, a Lapwing, a Common Sandpiper, a 
Curlew, an Oystercatcher, 2 Lesser Whitethroats, 3 Willow Warblers, 3 Robins, 4 Wheatears, 5 Common Scoter and 
12 Whitethroats at Samphire Hoe whilst about 8 Yellow Wagtails flew over. Elsewhere a Whinchat, 2 Shoveler and 4 
Teal were at Botolph's Bridge, a Common Sandpiper, 2 Wheatears and 3 Yellow Wagtails were at Hythe Redoubt, a 
Grey Wagtail was at Horn Street and 2 Yellow Wagtails were at Nickoll's Quarry. 
 
A Honey Buzzard and 3 Buzzards flew over Peene on the 27th, when a Reed Warbler, 2 Green Sandpipers, 2 Robins, 3 
Whinchats, 3 Black Redstarts, 3 Yellow Wagtails, 8 Wheatears and 8 Whitethroats were at Samphire Hoe and a Swift 
and a Little Owl were at Church Hougham. 
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 On the 28th a Whinchat, 2 Robins, 3 Black 
Redstarts, 4 Willow Warblers, 6 Whitethroats, 
7 Mediterranean Gulls, 9 Wheatears and 250 
House Martins were at Samphire Hoe and four 
Yellow Wagtails flew over. A Hobby, a Buzzard 
and a Whinchat were at Abbotscliffe, a Garden 
Warbler was along Botolph's Bridge road, a 
Common Sandpiper and a Wheatear were at 
Hythe Redoubt, a Peregrine and ten Buzzards 
flew over Saltwood and a Yellow Wagtail flew 
over Cheriton. 
 
A Pied Flycatcher, 3 Willow Warblers and 3 
Whitethroats were at Capel-le-Ferne Gun Site 
on the 29th, when a Raven and a Lesser 
Whitethroat were at Abbotscliffe, 2 
Wheatears, 3 Willow Warblers and 4 
Whinchats were at Samphire Hoe and an Arctic 
Skua flew east there. The 30th produced a 
Redstart along Crete Road East and a Hobby, a 
Blackcap, a Willow Warbler, 2 Robins, 5 
Whinchats, 5 Whitethroats and 12 Wheatears 
at Samphire Hoe and 2 Yellow Wagtails flew 
east.  

 
 

Honey Buzzard at Peene (Brian Harper) 

 
The final day of the month saw a Yellow Wagtail and 2 Peregrines along at Botolph's Bridge road and 2 Wheatears at 
Hythe Redoubt. There were four additions to the year list in August, which increased it to 181. 
 
 
September 
 
The dry,  settled weather lasted into the first few days of September,  with  peak  temperatures  even  approaching  
30° C on the 5th. Migrants continued to trickle through, including singles of Grey Wagtail over Abbotscliffe and Yellow 
Wagtail over Crete Road East on the 1st, when a Willow Warbler and 3 Robins were at Samphire Hoe and 3 Buzzards 
flew north-east over Saltwood. A count of around 450 Mediterranean Gulls at Copt Point that evening was also of 
note. On the 2nd a Whinchat, a Wheatear, a Lesser Whitethroat, a Willow Warbler and 300 House Martins were at 
Samphire Hoe and a Sedge Warbler spent the evening catching moths in a Saltwood garden. 
 
A Firecrest, a Shag, 2 Willow Warblers, 3 Black Redstarts, 3 Blackcaps, 4 Wheatears, 5 Whinchats and 5 Whitethroats 
were at Samphire Hoe on the 3rd, and a Redstart, a Dunlin, a Sedge Warbler, 2 Reed Warblers, 4 Robins and 7 
Whitethroats were present the next day, with another Redstart at Abbotscliffe and a Yellow Wagtail over. The 5th 
produced a Grasshopper Warbler, a Whinchat, a Chiffchaff, a Redshank, 9 Robins and 10 Whitethroats at Samphire 
Hoe, and 2 Grey Wagtails flew east, with a Reed Warbler, a Blackcap, 2 Wheatears, 2 Chiffchaffs, 3 Black Redstarts, 4 
Robins, 5 Whinchats and 9 Whitethroats there the following day, when 2 Grey Wagtails flew west. 
 
There was marked change in the weather from the 7th when strong south-westerly winds were accompanied by 
showers, and there were further showers or more prolonged periods of rain on all of the following ten days. Just a 
Wheatear and 2 Whinchats were of note at Samphire Hoe on the 7th when 2 Curlews flew west, and the next day 
produced a Yellowhammer, 2 Whinchats, 4 Robins, 4 Whitethroats and 7 Chiffchaffs at Samphire Hoe, and 4 Yellow 
Wagtails at Abbotscliffe. On the 9th a Garden Warbler, a Sedge Warbler, a Willow Warbler, Blackcap, Song Thrush, 4 
Chiffchaffs and 7 Whitethroats were at Samphire Hoe and 2 Grey Wagtails flew west, whilst the same site yielded a 
Whinchat, a Wheatear, a Sedge Warbler, 3 Whitethroats and 4 Chiffchaffs the following day, when a single Arctic 
Skua flew west. 
 


