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Introduction

Welcome to thesecondFolkestone and Hythe Bird Rep@rhich covers thel98 species recorded iB013.This was

five less than the total for the previous year and there were no new sightings for the area, however the three
additions to the list in 2012 were all accepted by the respective committees: the British Birds Rarities Committe:
(BBRCpublished the records ofAdan Desert Warble(British Birds 106612) and Shorttoed Treecreepe(British

Birds 106 618) in their annual reportfor 2012 whilst the Kent Ornithological SociefikOS)acceptedthe Rose
coloured Starling (as published on their webshitp://www.kentos.org.uk/Records/RoseColouredStarling.htm

Therewere a wealth of highlightsn 2013, includinghe fourth records of Egyptian Goose and Bluethroat, the fifth
Purple Heron, theisth Great White Egret, the eighth Storm Petaeld Black Kitethe eighth and ninth records (and
largest flock) of Be& I 1 SNE X GKS YyAYGK 2KAGS {iG2N)] I -daedOowmsanygthek |
tenth Great Grey Shrik&ightings of.ong-tailed DuckLittle Ringed Plover, Roudfgged Buzzard, Little Stirgjack
ySO1 SR DNBo6SI . SgA 0] QBearded Tityelowar@vgdiWambldzr@rid WryhekNaHdS ANl ther
excitement.

The early winter period saw @uite exceptional influof Guillemot and Razorbills, with record day caufdr both
species, a remarkablgarly passage of Brent Geese (with a record count for January) and a spell of cold weathe
which producedrecord counts of Mandarin and Curlethe secondever largest infux of Wigeon and the third
highest day count oWigeonand Sky LarkMeanwhile te third largest ever influx of Waxwings continued from
2012.

Spring saw recorgassages oBrent Geese, Shelduck, Pintail, Shoveler-tRaeshted Diver, Gannet, Avocet, Ca

and Kittiwake, and these included the largest ever spring count of Gannets and the second ever highesthtlaf
Redthroated DiversThere was also the second best spring passage and second highest spring day count of Dunl
to report, whilst a recad spring movement of Great Crested Grebes, a record March count of Sandwich Terns, the
fourth highest day count of Common/Arctic Terns and the earliest ever record of Avocet were also of note.

The highlight of the breeding season was the feger succesful nesting of White Wagtailscally, which was
apparently the first occurrence in the county fowes thirty years. AMarsh Warbler was located in potential
breeding habitat for second year running bus last yearthis bird also appeared to fail tattract a mate. A
continuing upward trend in the number of Grey Heron nests can also be reported whilst there was a tantalisin
sighting of a Little Egret in the heronthough it was not seen subsequently.

Summer also producethe first July sighting foBrent Geese and a record autumn passage completed a very good
year for this speciesThe autumn also produced r@markable arrival of thrushes, which included astonishing
movement of Redwings, l@cord caint of Song Thrushes and the second largest ever influx of Ring Ouzels (which
included the second latest sightingA record count of Mediterranean Gulls, the latest ever Whimbrel and the
second largest arrival of Chiffcha#flso provided interest

In the late winter period there were two record winter/ngmassage counts of Common Scoter and the second
largest ever count of Redshanks, whilst overall 2013 proved to be the second best ever year for Shag, Red Kite :
Marsh Harrier, the third best year foldkthroated Diver and Avocet, the best year since 2005 for Velvet Scoter,
the best year since 2006 for Goldeneye and the best spring since 2005 forédstied Merganser.

It is however disappointing to have to reportatthere were no records this yedor Tree Sparrow and Corn Bunting
since regular watching begaand just a single sighting @tirtle Dove. This followalarming population declinesf

at least 90%mationally forall these three speciebetween 1970 and 2018(KS & G G S 2 fEatdnfetlal, | Y ¢
2012). BlackTern (only the second blank year since 2000) and Lapland Bunting (only the second blank year sin
1991) were other notable absentees, whilst there were just singles records of Pied Flycatcher and Tree Pipit.

If there are anylocal records which have not been included within this report | would be very thankful to receive
them. The boundaries of the local area can be found on ddgeand my contact details are givem the following

page.
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List d contributors 2013

| have endeavoured to include all observers known to have contributed recorgbotographsfor the yearand
their input has been very much appreciatdtlis of coursgossible that there have been accidental omissions from
the list below. It is hoped that should this be the case my aposogéeaccepted for the oversight

B Adams A Lapworth
D Lawrie
S Beard J Lees
G Blackburn J E Leigh
A Bleach P Lightman
G J A Burton S Lloyd
V Lloyd
R Card A Luckhurst
P J Chantler
D Chesterman D Mansfield
D Clarke | M Marshall
SCoates J | Marshall
P Coleman M E Marshall
L Collins S McMinn
M Collins
G Cooke R K Norman
D Curtis
T Prentice
P Edmondson K Privett
R Edwards
A Ellery R Rackliffe
| A Roberts
D Featherbe C Roome
B Findlay J Russell
N C Frampton B A Ryan
D A Gibson P J Sharp
J A Gibson D ESmith
C Gillard P R Smith
J Gomm R Smith
R Goslett M Stevens
B Green
P Green R Thorogood
T Gutsell P Trodd
B Harper M Vandoen
L Harper M Varley
M Harper
N Hollands J Walder
PHolt D Weller
P Howe P J Wells
M Whybrow
AJupp J Wood
M D Kennett



Review of the yeaR013
January

There was a mild start to the month wit | =<
daytime temperatures approaching 10°C a | s

overnightlows well above zero. Whilst it we |-
generally rather dull and overcast it was al =
mostly dry, with winds from the westerl
guarter. A number of fields remained floode |
following the very wet conditions in 2012.

With the mild conditions there were fev
wildfowl in the area, though small numbers
Brent Geese (a total of 23 ovdour dates)
were noted off Samphire Hoe and there was
record count of 27 Mandarin in a flooded fiel
near Pedlinge on the'

ApairofDF Rgl £t fAYy3aASNBR]
from December andtwo Tufted Duck anc =
three¢ S+t 6SNB |G baAd:

Brent Geese off Folkestone Pier (Brian Harper

A flock of Common Scoter remained off Princes Par&daprookrom 2012, increasing ta peak of32 on the 6",
whilst smallernumbers were noted off Samphire Hoe, including a count of 23 west there orf"th& Single Velvet
Scoter also flew west past the latter site on tHe 8

Counts of Redhroated Divers included 34 west past Samphire Hoe on thé&8@ west thereon the 5" and a total of

35 (20 east, 15 west) on thé"8whilst up tofive Fulmars were noted at the same site, and Gannets included 60
there on the 2°, 40 off Copt Point on the™ 62 off Samphire Hoe on thé"&nd 35 west there on the™ Single
Shags were on the sea off Samphire Hoe on tfeapd the o | [ AGGE S 93INBG 6 &and i
there were three sightings at Samphire Hoe early in the month

A Little Grebe was at Samphire Hoe from tRedlthe 6" and there was a peak count of 24 Great Crested Grebes off
Copt Point on the8. A Water Rail was seen along the canal at Seabrook orthe 5

Single Oystercatchers were noted from three sites, 35 Ringed Plovers were counted in the roost at Follezstbne B
on the 8" and good numbers of Lapwings remained at the Willop Basin, with a peak of 500 there ofi. the 9
Sanderling was at the Willop Outfall on th& 2at leastfour Purple Sandpipers were still at Hythe, witho at
Battery Point on the dand Curlews were noted at the Willop Bastw¢ on the 2%) and Copt Point (onen the 39).

Good numbers of Kittiwakes were feeding off Samphire Hoe, including counts of 70 o} &rel B0 the next day.
The 2 also produced around 20 Guillemots and 3@&dthills off Samphire Hoe, before 530 auks flew east there,
with another 30 on the sea on thé"5and the majority appeared to be Razorbills. On tfigtere were estimates of
220 Guillemots and 550 Razorbills west past the same site, but still langdrensi were to follow.

Two Kingfishers were along the canal near Hythe to at leastyhldy § K ' yR G f SFad 2yS /
bAOl2fttQa vdzZ NNE NBIFX KAt Al . fPRadirhFolkistonsd ahB Saliwogti S N
(2). Small groups diVaxwingscontinued to appear but none lingered for long: in the early part of the month six
were seen on Canterbury Road, Folkestone on fﬂeejghtwere near Hill Road, Folkestone on tH& &hd around

20 were near Coombe Farm the samiay. Numbers of winter thrushes were low but a Black Redstart was wintering
at Samphire Hoe, as were 5 Stonechats and 8 Rock Pipits. Two Siskins flew over Saltwood' pwitheaBother

over Samphire Hoe the next day, and 22 Yellowhammers were coant@durch Hougham on thé"3
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The weather turned markedly colder from tt
10", with the wind switching round to the >
north and then to the east and daytim | =

temperatures plummeted to just-8°C, falling
below freezing at nightExceptional number: |
of large auks were seen off Samphire Hoe, w
just over 5,000 heading east on the™@and
5,665 east the following day, when ¢.500 we
noted offshore or heading wesi significant
proportion of those that could be identifiel
were Razorbills, with estimaseof 60% on the
first day and 7&/5% on the second, givin
approximate totals of 3,000 Razorbills a
2,000 Guillemots on the 10 and 4,500
Razorbills and 1,665 Guillemots on the™1
(record counts of both species).

Egyptian Geesat Samphire Hoe (lan Roberts)

A Ringed Plover, 4 Common Scoter, 4 Fulmar, 6 Great Crested Grebes, 7 Brent Gees¢hr2atBedivers, 27
Shelduck, 53 Gannets and 125 Kittiwakes also flew east there on tharitha drake Goldeneye, 2 Shelduck
Conmmon Scoter, 5 Wigeon, 20 Rédoated Divers, 4Kittiwakes, 70 Gannets and 170 Brent Geese went eas
next day, when a pair of Gadwall flew west and a male House Sparrow was seen.

On the 13' there was a remarkable ughannel movement of Brent Geese, with at least 1,765 logged from various
points between Hythe and Samphire Hoe (a record count for January), and around 100 Kittiwakes, 150 Gannets a
another 1,700 auks (about 1,275 Razorbillspdlew east past the latter site. The following day saw adult Little Gull,

2 Shelduck, 4 Fulmars, 65 Kittiwakes, 165 Guillemots, 185 Gannets, 250 Brent Geese and 500 Razorbills going
past Samphire Hoe, with 77 Brent Geese east at Hythe. ElsewRenegrine and a Kingfisher were at West Hythe

The 14' saw a light covering of snow with further flurries, particularly over higher ground, over the next couple of
days, before more substantial snowfall occurred on thd" Hxd 2¢", amounting to severainches. Overnight
temperatures fell to as low a$°C and daytime highs were below freezing on some days, with the cold conditions
persisting until the 28.

There was a significant arrival of Wigeon in response to the conditions (the second largestflexgr including
counts of 1,230 west past Samphire Hoe on the morning of ttfe 45out 600 on the sea off the Hythe Redoubt and
45 east past Samphire Hoe onthe™?4 mcn Ay GKS bA O 21 dn@a8 westpadtME WilloNS |
Outfall onthe 27". Other wildfowl of note comprisetivo Egyptian Gees#lying east past Samphire Hoe on thé“23
(the first record for the site), 100 Brent Geese passing here on tfle 2Bhoveler and peak counts of 3 Teal, 9
Pochard, 9 Tufted Ducks and 14 Gatiia Ay G(KS bAO12ff Q& vdzZ NNB | NB"MoZ |
the 25", with 3 west there on the 15 4 Shoveler west past Samphire Hoe on th8 ¥7Shoveler and 75 Mallard at
the Willop Basin on the 27 36 Common Scoter off the Wildutfall on the 28 and small numbers of Shelduck at
several sites.

On the 24 36 Reethroated Divers flew east past Samphire Hoe and 52 flew west past the Willop Outfalf’on 26
whilst 200 Gannets were feeding offshore of Samphire Hoe on tffeahfl 75 flew east there on the P4with a

Litle Egret noted onthe 220 ¢ KNBS al NAEK | I NNASNE oAy Of dzRAYy3I My | F
with presumably the same male at the Willop Basin the next day. A Peregrine was seen inZHe B Q& . NA R
of several datesand up tour s SNE G {F YLIKANB |1 2S> gKAfadg aiay3ats 2
Samphire Hoe

Waders were also displaced by the weather and included records of Jack Snipe at Samphire Hoe 'n2éie(2)
and 27" (another new species for the site)



Common Snipe were more widely recorde
with counts of up to 4 at Samphire Hoe, 5
bAOl2fftQa vdzZ NNB | yR
even a few in gardens in Cheriton ai
Folkestone (including threein the Enbrook
Valley on the 28) however, in contrast tc
other recent cold spells, there were r
Woodcock records.

C2dzNJ D2f RSy tf2@3SNI |
on the 19", with singles over Samphire Hoe
the 20", at Hythe Ranges on the "2and at the
Willop Basin on the 27 and the latter site alsc
hosted a Grey Plover on the B4with two

there on the 27

Shipe in a garden in Cheriton (Phil Lightihan

Lapwing sightings included 16 in off the sea at Abbotscliffe and 22 (possibly involving some of the same bir
the sea at Samphire Hoe on the™ @2 at Saltwood on the 35and 169 at the Willop Basin on th&2 A Knot and
sixSanderlings were in Folkestone Harbour on th8, Hurple Sandpipers increased to 6 at Hythe, and Dunlin cc
included 6 east past Samphire Hoe on th& 285 at the Willop Basin on the %47 in Folkestone Harbour on tt
26" and 21 at the Willop Ban the following day.

A flock of 60 Curlew (a record count) flew past Copt Point on the evening of then2i018 were at the Willop Basi
on the 27", with 3 singles at Samphire Hoe, one at Saltwood on tf{ea?l one flying over Hythe on the 26The

first Green Sandpiper recds since last April involved two i . 2 (12 f LIK Q& ™andahiealSi 2b/A

Quarry on the 28, whilst up to 13 Redshank were counted at the Willop Ouitfall

A Great Skua was lingering off Samphire Hoe on tfea®@l there was a peak of 82 Kittiwakes flying east there on
the 24". Auk numberseducedbut still includedseveral counts of -300 (involving a high proportion of Razorbills),
before there was another large movement involving an estimated@ @uillemas and 3,200 Razorbills flying east
past Samphire Hoe on the 24Assuming the movements all related to different birds an estimated total of over
14,000 Razorbills were logged at this site in January.

A Longeared Owlwas roosting in a garden Bheriton on the 1% and a Little Owl was seen at Round Down on the
16", whilst a pair of Ravens flew along the cliffs at Samphire Hoe on tHau22 258" and a Goldcrest there on the
21% was an unusual cold weather migrant. There was a huge movenfe®kyLarks on the £6with 545 logged
arriving in off the sea at Abbotscliffe in just over one hour (the third highest ever count)

There were furtherWaxwing records during this period but again all were sirdésy sightings, with 11 along
Churchill Aenue, Folkestone on the 1520 along theanaleast ofTwiss RoadHytheon the 25" and two flocks of 8
(possibly the same birds) at Hythe Ranges and Seabrook on theTB6 weather led to a significant influx of
thrushes, particularly Fieldfares afedwings. The first two Fieldfares were at Samphire Hoe on thewiith 19 at
Church Hougham the next day, 27 at Samphire Hoe (including 24 arriving in off the sea) ofi, th@ tt@re on the
21% 64 at Abbotscliffe on the 34 30+ at Cheritofolo Ground and large numbers at Saltwood on thé"28nd 258
LG 262t LIKQA™ . NAR3IS 2y (GKS wrT

There were also numerous reports of smaller numbers from other localities, including several venturing intc
gardens. The first Redwing wals@at Samphire Hoen the 14", with 62 at Church Hougham the next day, 35 at
Samphire Hoe on the $650 there on the 19, 45 there still on the 23 large numbers at Saltwood on the™®5

G bAO1 2t Qa"lvyd@ NaN® 20y .G2KiIS2 fHLIK Q& .oMppé&aidto HeHoBal ift@asés inR |
Blackbirds (including counts of 20 at Samphire Hoe on tffeaidl 20 at Church Hougham on the™)%nd Song
Thrushes (including counts of 8 at Church Hougham on theid 15 at Samphire Hoe on the")9
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Up to two Black Redstarts were reported
Samphire Hoe, with at least one in tt
Folkestone Harbour area, and tleewere five
Stonechats at the former site, where a Hou
Sparrow was again noted on the"25

There was a milder, wet and windy end to tl
month, wih less to report, though 2 Shelduc
6 Wigeon, 6 Dunlin, 9 Curlew, 9 Golden Plo
and 155 Lapwings were at the Willop Basin
the 30", a Sanderling was accompanying t
Purple Sandpipers at Hythe artdio Siskins
were seen along Hythe Canal.

Although t was a rather eventful month the
total number of species recorded (110) w
only ore less than the previous two Januaries

Waxwing at Seabrook (Ade Jupp)

February

There was a cold, dry start to February which set the pattern for most of the réisé ehonth. For the first ten days

the wind was generally from the westerly quadrant and some clear skies led to a few overnight frosts. Of the 11
the wind switched round to the nortkeast and daytime temperatures dipped to less than 2°C, with some snow
falling over higher ground. There was a brief interlude of milder weather on tRebi#t this was accompanied by

wet and windy conditions so it did not feel any more pleasant. The following few days were dry and less windy, ar
temperatures almost reachedoublefigures though fell below freezing at night. Thé"2@w a cold easterly wind
0502YAy3 SailoftAda8KSR YR G(KA& LISNAA&AGSR dzy i Atto2dKS Y
and the last few days were cold, dry and dull.

Two Greylag Geese were at the Willop Outfall on tfigahd 3% whilst the first Canada Goose of the year flew over
202 LJKQa . NAR3IS Whffe-fronke8 GeledenhichS18ld eRst pas Samphie2Hoe on the 12th were

a new species for the site. &rsame day saw 24 Greylag Geese headinghapnel there (in flocks of 3 and 21),
which might well have been genuine wild birds, as might an unusually large group of 18 at the Willop Outfall on th
16" FyR FAYLffte (62 Y2NBheZX. S 20SNJ . 20(2f LIKQ& . NAR3S

There was a small movement of BteéGeese past Hythe on the "l and 43 flew east at Samphire Hoe on thd"20
Eight Shelduck were on the sea off the Willop Outfall on thewith oneor two there ona couple of othedates,

whilst a total of 1L flew east past Samphire Hoe during the month, with another on the main pond there on'the 13
There was a small cold weather movement of duck on tH& &émprising 2 Mallard, 6 Teal and 30 Wigeon heading
west past Samphire Hoe, and good numbers of 8&aim remained in théPedlingearea, with a count of 14 on the
16"d ! LI AN 2F DFERgltft NBYFAYSR Ay "iwts perhaps tAef sadfe Dieds at NA
bAOl 2t Qa vimhisNapaireh edstpSst Samphire Hoe tbkklowing day. The ZDoffered signs of the

start of spring passage, when 2 Re@asted Mergansers, 8 Common Scoter, 12 Wigeon and 20 Pintail flew east past
Sagnphire Hoe. A flock of 58 Common Scoter and 168 Great Crested Grebes Wereeff Parad&eabroolon the

23"

The peak count of Retthiroated Divers was 49 on the sea off the Willop Outfall on tfe With 14 east past
Samphire Hoe on the 21and 19 east there on the J8also being of note. Counts of Gannets at the latter site
included 80east on the 8, 240 east on the 28 90 east the next day and 83 east on thd 28hilst a Shag was seen
there on the 19,



{Ay3tS [AGGES 9aNBia
the 3% and Samphire Hoe on the % 2whilst a
Great White Egretwas reportedflying south
over the former site on the 25 SingleRed
Kiteswere seen flying over Folkestone Dow
on the 2 and over Kiln Wood on the #0and
a Marsh Harrier was along Donkey Street
thel6"d | YIS aSNIAYy ¢
on the 28" anda Peregrine was noted there ©
two dates, on one occasion dimmbing a
Buzzard. Water Rails were seen again
Samphire Hoe and Seabrook but remair
elusive.

A very earlyAvocet flew east past Samphir
Hoe on the 20. Lapwing numbers at th
Willop Qutfall increased to 335 on the"?
before peaking at 1,200 on the %6 before
appearing to rapidly disperséclsewhere two
flew in off the sea at Abbotscliffe on the 23
probably in response to cold weather. Up to
Purple Sandpipers remained at Hytl
throughout, and 7 Dunlin were at the Willo
Outfall on the 18, with a Sanderling there o |
the 26". Five Snipe were in a flooded field ne
Hythe Redoubt on the "4 with two at

Samphire Hoe on the #4and one flushed
from beside football pitches at Chah Road,
Cheriton on the 28. There was a very goo
count (the fifth highest for the area) of

Woodcock at Cowtye Wood on the24

BarnOwlat 2 (i 2 f LIK B@&an Halgdr)R 3 S

Following the new record count last month, a total of 54 Curlew at\Wiop Outfall on the ' was the second
highest for the area, whilst a total of fassedSamphire Hoe during the monttp to wo Green Sandpipers
remained inthe 2 { 2 BridifelhdA O 2 f f Q dand adpeadDiR9 Red$iihks at the Willop Outfathen1 7"
was the fairth highest count for the area.

A Great Skua flew east past Samphire Hoe on theatdl there were peak counts of 62 Kittiwakiesading east

there on the 28 and 57 the next day. Lesser Bldmicked Gulls were increasingly noted idgr February and there

was an apparent easterly passage of Common Gulls towards the end of the month, including 43 past Samphire H
on the 28". Good numbers of auks continued to be seen into the first few days of the month, including about 800
Guillemotsand 2,300 Razorts off Samphire Hoe on thé®3and around 530 of each there the following day, but
decreased thereafter, though another 530 or so of each species flew east at the same site ofi.the 20

On the 2% a Barn Owlwas found at Hythe Roughy&® A G NBYFIAYSR Ay GKS | NBI
between there, Donkey Street and the Hythe Redoubt, whilst a male Tawny Owl was hooting in Paraker Wood ¢
the 4". Two Ravens flew over Crete Road East on tffe wh one also seen there the nestay, and large numbers

of ﬂackdaws and Rooks were roosting in the Pedlinge area, withragstgathering of around 2,500 there on the
25",

A Firecrest was at Behill Country Park on the $4and single male Blackcaps were in gardens in Saltwoddagn
East Cliff Gardens and Joyes Road in Folkestone.
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Winter thrush numbers were generally low:
than in January, with the exception of a cou
of 200 Fieldfares in the Round Down area
the 11", though counts of 15 Redwings ov
Crete Road East on tH&8", and 4 Fieldfares, !
Song Thrushes and 14 Redwings at Samg
Hoe on the 2% were of note.A Black Redstar
remained at Samphire Hoe whilst a pair w
seen at Folkestone Harbour, and there were
to 3 Stonechats at the former site. A count
28 Meadow Pipits at Samphire Hoe might ha
included cold weather migrants and up to
Rock Pipits remained ther&5-20 Siskins were
along canal by theHythe Roughs on the 4

with 8 in alders at Church Road sports grot
in Cheriton on the 8, whilst migrants flew
over Samphire Hoe on thé"815" (2) and 19, "
and Saltwood on the 17 35 Yellowhammer: @
were counted at Church Hougham on thé“23

There were 13 additions to the year list . _ '
February, which increased it to 123. Rock Pipit at SamplerHoe (lan Roberts)

March

The month began with the cold easterly wind still in place and the wintering Black Redstart, 3 Stonechats and
Redwings remained at Samphire H6& Two Purple Sandpipers were still at Hythe on tfe@here they remained
throughout, 3 Buzzards were &uehouse Wood on the"2and singles of Marsh Tit, Nuthatch and Buzzard were
noted at Brockhill Country Park on th&.3A flock of about 18Vaxwingsin Folkestone on the"@was the eighth
sightingthis year but the first since late January.

There were some signs of springs however, with a Common Scoter, 2 Brent Geese anddaRedi Divers flying
east past Samphire Hoe on th&’and 2 Oystercatchers, 20 Brent Geese, 37 Gannets, 53hReted Divers, 70
auks and 79 Kittiwakes east there the nexyd The % also produced a Siskin flying over Samphire Hoe and a
Chiffchaff, possibly an early migrant, in a garden in Cheriton.

A Common Sandpiper on the beamhFolkestone Sands on th& was anexceptionally early migrant (and only the
fourth March record) and at least threBuzzards flew east over Saltwood the same day, wioilstLapwings were
at Abbotscliffe.

The 3" was sunny and milder, with temperatures reaching dotfijeres for the fist time in over a month. Four
Common Scoters, 19 Rédoated Divers and 395 Brent Geese flew east past Samphire Hoe, 2 Peregrines wer
hunting alongPrinces Parade, Seabrqo&nd the Barn Owlwas seen again at Botolph's Bridge (with a further
sighting atPalmarsh on the'®).

A lightsouth-easterly wind on the 8 produced a flock of 2Bewick's Swans3 Curlew, 7 Shelduck, 9 Brent Geese,
50 Gannets, 63 Retiroated Divers and 185 auks heading east past Samphire Hoe, twuilatbawagtails also flew
east,ten Great Tits moved through and 40 Cormorants were fishing offshore. The following day saw a Great Skua,
Shag, a Curlew, an Oystercatcher, 6 Little Gulls, 8 Common Scoters, 21 Kittiwakes, 35 Common Gulls, 53 Brent G
83 Redthroated Divers, 170 auks and a good count of 450 Gannets flying east there, and 3 Siskins also flew ea
with a further two Siskins going east over Saltwood.
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The & began foggy and then turned wet but
White Wagtail, a Crossbill and 2 Curlews w
noted at Samphire Hoe before the weath
deteriorated. Dry conditions with a light winc
the following day produced a good moveme
at sea where the first 3 Sandwich Terns,
Greylag Goose, a Redshank, 5 Curlew, 6 Te
Gadwall, 8Avocets 12 Oystercatchera flock
of 21 Little Gulls, 33 Dunlin, 50 Bladukaded
Gulls, 75 Rethroated Divers and 1,280 Bret
Geese flew east past Samphire Hoe.

A male Black Redstart, a Chiffchaff and a R
Bunting were new arrivals there, whilst a Rc
Pipit, 2 Goldfinches @h8 alba wagtails flew in
off the sea. Another &vocets 3 Brent Geese
4 Wigeon, 4 Redshank, 5 Ringed Plovel
Curlew, 14 Teal and 27 Dunlin were on t
flood at the Willop Basin, with 106 Brent Gee
and 124 Redhroated Divers past offshore
and 3 Dutin were on the flooded golf cours
at the Hythe Imperial, with 2 Teal and -
Common Scoters on the sea. A Black Red:
and a Shag were at Folkestone Harbour. Avocets at the Willop Bas{Brian Harper)

It turned colder again on the 10as the easterly wind returned but seawatching remained productive with a Black
throated Diver, 2 Velvet Scoters, 17 Gannets, 176 Common Scoter and 2:2Bré¥dd Divers flying east past
Hythe (with 140 Great Crested Grebes on the sea there), a fe@akleneyeeast past the Willop Outfall and 25
Cormorants, 29 Brent Geese, 48 Gannets and 20#lRedted Divers east at Samphire Hoe.

A Water Rail was along the canal at Seabrook and single Chiffchaffs were at Princes $abdmland Samphire
Hoe. Thewind increased from the east the next day, accompanied by snow flurries. Two Greylag Geese flew west
Samphire Hoe and 98 Great Crested Grebes flew east there, whiitstais Rock Pipit was ried on the seawall.

On the 12 the wind reached gale force with several inches of snowfall, leading to snowdrifts and significant
disruption and observations became impossible.

There was some improvement in the weather on thé"1#ut clear skies overnight led to a heavy frost with
temperatures falling te5°C. A Rook, aalba wagtail and 8 Jackdaws flew in off the sea at Samphire Hoe, whilst a
Siskin and 20 Chaffinches flew east. There were 7 Redshank and 118 Lapwings at the Willop BaShiffahdff a
Black Swan and fodmuted Ducks at Nickoll's Quarry.

A change in the wind diotion to southwest on the 18 encouraged some passage at sea, with 50 auks, 61 Red
throated Divers, 62 Kittiwakes, 345 Brent Geese and a spring record movement of 563 Gannets east past Sampt
Hoe.On land there was a Snipe, 7 Rock Pipits and 18 Redwings, whilst a flock of 230 Starlings flew in off the sec
flock of 1015 Waxwingswere seen briefly in Cheriton.

On the 17 14 Greylag and 50 Brent Geese flew east past Samphire Hoe, where a &oldmalso noted, whilst a
Firecrest was along the canal at West Hythe, with a Little Egret at the dam. A Sandwich Tern was seen gfkHythe,
Shags were in Folkestone Harbour and a male Blackcap was singing in a garden in Folkestone {ip e 26
following day produced a Marsh Harrier flying out to sea at Samphire tWoeGreylag Geese west there afalr

drake Eider east. At Abbotscliffe a Raven flew west, 160 Chaffinches flew east and a Goldcrest was seen.
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In lightand variable winds on the 1'% pair of
Pintail, 2 Teal, 3 Shags, 5 Shelduck,
Sandwich Terns and 482 Brent Geese flew ¢
past Samphire Hoe, a Tufted Duck flew w
and a Reed Bunting and a Raven flew o
Two White Wagtails, 4 Pied Wagtails,
Yellowhammers and 75 Redwings reveat
Church Hougham.

Moderate easterly winds returned to dominat
the last ten days or so of the month and wi
daytime temperatures rarely above 5°C it fi
bitterly cold. Overnight temperatures durin
this time were frequently below zero and thel
were even some further snow showers. The
conditions led to some decent passage at ¢
however, with 2 Little Gulls, 3 Pintail, 25 Re
throated Divers, 42 Sandwich Terns,
Gannets and 104 Dunlin east past Sampl
Hoe on the 28, when a Grey Wagtalil, a Eis,
155 Starlings and 1,435 Chaffinches flew €
at Abbotscliffe.

Shags at Folkestone Harbour (Brian Harper

A Reed Bunting was also at the former site and a Mistle Thrush and 2 &udédat the latter. On the 21two
Shelduck, 15 Common Scot8f Gannets, 65 auks, 70 Sandwich Terns and 515 Brent Geese flew east past Samphi
Hoe, 3 Shags and 9 Sandwich Terns were seen off Folkestone Pier, where 33 Brent Geese flew east and 41 |
throated Divers flew west and at least 25 @Gats flew east at Sdgook.

The 22% produced alLittle Ringed Plovera Shag, 2 Grey Plover, 2 Ringed Plover, 3aBad Godwit, 5 Shelduck, 7
Teal, 8 Pintail, 8vocets 10 Curlew, 11 Gadwall, 18 Rexdoated Divers, 18 Fulmars, 20 auks, 21 Wigeon, 36 Dunlin,
41 Shoveler, 80 Common Scoter, 165 Sandwich Terns (a record for March) and 361 Gannets east past Samphire +

Next day a Redshank, 3 Shelduck, 7 Lesser-Bikkd Gulls, 10 Wigeon, 12 Gadwall, 14-8ded Godwits, 15
Kittiwakes, 16 Knot, 16 Teal, 16 Rbadated Divers, 20 Pintail, 21 Shoveler, 24 Common Scoter, 35 Curlew, 81
Sandwich Terns, 82 Gannets and 85 Dunlin flew east there and the first Wheategd .arriv

A Blackhroated Diver, ZSlavonian Grebes?2 Shoveler, 3 ShelduckAvocets 6 Little Gulls, 6 Bdailed Godwits, 8
Eider, 75 Common Scoter, 75 Sandwich Terns, 80 Gannets and 415 Brent Geese flew east at Samphire Hoe or
24" and 2 Wheatears, Black Redstarts and the first 5 Swallows were seen. A Chiffchaffivaagarden in Hythe.

The 2% saw a Little Gull, an Oystercatcher, 2 Curlew, 15tRexhted Divers, 21 Great Crested Grebes, 27 Brent
Geese, 37 Common Scoter, 37 Kittiwakes, 50 Garamets’2 Sandwich Terns flying east at Samphire Hoe, where a
Common Buzzard was also noted. A male Black Redstart was at Abbotscliffe andbreaReztl Merganser flew
past, whilst 38 Lapwings flew higlest over Saltwood.

On the 28 a Blackthroated Diwer flew east at Samphire Hoe and single male Black Redstart and Wheatear were
noted, with another Black Redstart at Hythe Ranges, Chiffchaffs in a garden in Folkestone @na Sskins in a
garden in Saltwood.

Highlight of the month was a femaRduethroat (presumably of the Whitspotted form) found at Samphire Hoe on

the 27", when a Blackhroated Diver was seen offshore. A Black Redstart was seen near the Hythe Redoubt, :
Chiffchaff was in a garden in Folkestone and 2 Siskins and 3 Buzzards fieSakbweod. A Shomtared Owl flew

west at Samphire Hoe the following day, whilst 2 Curlews, 2 Sandwich Terns, 10 Siskins and 135 Brent Geese |
east and a Chiffchaff was seen, whilst a Buzzard flew north over Folkestone.
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On the 29" a femaleBluethroat (presumably
the same bird having reappeared) was
Samphire Hoe, where it performed welhtil
the 3 April. Three Curlew, 7 Shelduck,
Common Gulls, 41 Sandwich Terns, 62 Bi
Geese, 99 Bladheaded Gulls and 190 Ganne
flew east there, aRed Kiteflew southwest
over Capele-Ferne andtwo Eider were seer
off West Parade, Hythe.

Another Red Kiteflew north-west over Hythe
the following day, when single Marsh Harrie
were at Botolph's Bridge and Nickoll's Quar
a Water Rail and a Chiffchaff meealong the
canal at Seabrook and 47 Common Scot
were off Princes Parad&eabrookwith pair of
Mandarin at Brockhill Country Park.

Bluethroat at Samphire Hoei(t Gutsel)

The last day of the month saw a female Black Redstart, a male Wheat8haga a Snipe, a Grey Wagtail and ¢.50
Siskins at Samphire Hoe, a Firecrest at Paraker Wood, a Brambling in a garden in Lympne, a Green Sandpipe
Botolph's Bridge, an Eider, 23 Common Scoter and 28 Great Crested Grebes off the Hythe Redoubt, t&s@eat C
Grebes at the Willop Outfall, 31 Lapwings at the Willop Basin and 57 Common Scoters off PrincesSBabadek

There werel7 additions to the year list iMarch, which increased it to40.

April

The month began with the cold easterly windsd wintery showergersisting and the female Bluethroat still in
residence at Samphire Hoe, whilst upttwo Black Redstarts were regularly noted there throughout. The site also
produced 3 Sandwich Terns, 7 Rbdbated Divers, 11 Pintail and 20 Brent Gegassing offshore on thé' with a

Shag on the seayhena male Brambling was again in a garden in Lympne. The next day a Buzzard and 220 Starlin
flew north over Saltwood Yy R | al NBEK | F NNASNJ 6| 4 THe & was litdefmidi and a . NJ
White Storkflew over Folkestone in the afternoon. A Black Redstart at Hythe, single Cetti's Warbler and Chiffchaff
West Hythe, a female Brambling (to th&)7andtwo Reed Buntings in a garden in Lympne, and a Redpoll and 281
Chaffinches fiyng north over Saltwood were also of note.

Improvement continued the following day with temperatures almost reaching double figures in some hazy sunshine
and aRed Kite 2 Redpoll, 4 Buzzards and 7 Lesser Blacked Gulls flew north over Saltwoodhilst two
continental Coal Tits were seen with a migrant flock of 22 Great Tits at Samphire Hoe. Elsewhere a male Black
was along Green Lanklythe, a Marsh Harrier, a Green Sandpiper, a Kingfisher and a Chiffchaff were at Botolph'
Bridge, a Chiffchéfvas at Nickoll's Quarry, 3 Buzzards and 7 Woodcock were at Cowtye Wood, a Woodcock was in
garden in Cheriton briefly, a male Blackcap and 2 Siskins were in a garden in Lympne andthPdaiRedDivers

were on the sea off Hythe Ranges.

In southeastaly windson the 8" a maleHen Harrierflew north and 5 Buzzards east over Folkestone, and an
Avocet a Reebreasted Merganser, 2 Pintail, 2 Shoveler, 2 Teal, 3 Shelduck, 4 Fulmar, 13 Dunlin, 73 Brent Geese,
Common Scoter and 403 R#doated Divers haded east pastPrinces Parade, Seabrodgimilar conditions the
following day produced totals of at leagt Gadwall, 6 Common Terns, 12 Teal, 14-litedsted Mergansers, 20
Shoveler, 190 Common Scoter and 1,370 Brent Geastpast Folkestone Pier / SanmghHoe A Black Redstart

was at theformer site and a Firecrest, a Wheatear, a Raven, a-talegl Tit, a Redwing and 2 Goldcrests at the
latter. On the 10" a Swallow andhe first 2 Sand Martinsvere at Nickoll's Quarnand aSwallow flew north over
Sdtwood. Twomale Blackcaps and 3 Chiffchaffere seenin a garden in Folkestonend aFirecrest, 2 Goldcrests

and 3 Chiffchaffsvere at Samphire Hoewhere2 Sandwich Terns, 32 Gannets and 42-fReshted Diverdlew east
and170 Brent GeesBew west.

14



The next week was dominated by sout
westerly winds and temperatures ros
gradually, peaking at close to @D on the 14.
A pair ofGarganey a Green Sandpiper and
singing Willow Warblerwere at Botolph's
Bridgeon the 11", with the first House Martin,
2 Redthroated Divers 2 SandVartins, and 11
Swallows at Nickoll's Quarrya Swallow, a
Blackcap, a Lapwing, 2 Willow Warblers,
Goldcrests 4 Robins, 4 Song Thresh 6
Chiffchaffs, 6 Fieldfares and 15 Redwings
Samphire Hoga Swallowwest over Cheriton
and3 male Blackcaps in a gardiere.

A splendid summeplumaged Blacknecked
Grebewasat Nickoll's Quarrpn the 12", and
amale Black Redstart and 2 Firecresere at .
Samphire Hoewhere 2 Great Skuas, 4 Re Blacky’
breasted Mergansersl7 Reeathroated Divers,

27 Common Scoters and 30 Brent Geese 1

east whilst11 Siskins were noted in Hythe
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On the 13 a Wheatear, a Golden Plover, a Raven, a Grey Wagtail, a Willow Warbler, a Redwing, 2 female Bl
Redstarts, 2 Shags, 2 Goldcrests, 3 Firecrests and 6 Chiffchaffs were at Samphire Hoe and a Marsh Harrier, the fi
Yellow Wagtails, 7 Swallows, 23 Linnét8 Goldfinches and 140 Wood Pigeons flew over.\WWarwingswere seen

Ay C2f1S5S402yS: 6A0GK o CANBONBaita Ay (GKS 12tfflFyRQa !
and 2 Little Egrets at West Hythe, where there were also a WiN@nbler, a Blackcap, a Swallow, 2 Peregrines and 5
Chiffchaffs

The 14 produced a Nightingale, a Wheatear, a Willow Warbler, a Raven, 2 Goldcrests and 5 Firecrests at Samph
Hoe and 2 Blacthroated Divers, 16 Brent Geese, 30 Gannets and 80 ComnutarSélew east there. The first
Cuckoo, a Buzzard, a Firecrest, a Kingfisher, a Little Owl, 6 Willow Warblers, 7 Blackcaps and 20 Chiffchaffs v
noted along the canal west of Hythe whilst a Whitethroat along Princes Parade was also new for the year.
Woodcock and 2 Ravens at CafgeFerne were also of note, as were 2 female Blackcaps in a garden in Cheriton anc
Swallows at several sites, including counts of 4 over Saltwood and 20 over Horn Street. Next day saw a Whitethro
a Blackcap, 2 Firecrests\Willow Warblers, 3 Chiffchaffs and 3 Goldcrests at Samphire Hoe, and a Lesser Redpoll,
Collared Dove, a Stock Dove, 2 Swallows, 2 Ravens, 10 Goldfinches, 35 Linnets and 145 Wood Pigeons flew \
whilst a Merlin was reported

A Little Egret, a Whitetioat, 2 Firecrests, 2 Chiffchaffs and 3 Wheateagsenat Samphire Hoe on the "léind a

Little Egret flew west over Hythe. On the™& Firecresta Willow Warbler, a Lontiled Tit, 2 Black Redstart2
Whitethroats and 3 Wheatears were at Samphire Haied a Great Skua, a Gadwall, a Shelduck, 2 Curlew, 14 Red
throated Divers, 20 Sandwich Terns and 20 Gannets flew east. The first Reed Warbler was along the canal
Seabrook in the eveninghe wind picked up on the T8nd produced little of notevith just 140 Gannets passing
Samphire Hoe. The following day remained quiet with just 2 Firecrests and singles of Wheatear, Whitethroat an
Blackcap at Samphire Hoe, with 2 Yellow Wagtails and 125 Wood Pigeons over.

In a northeasterly breeze on the 30a catinental Coal Tit, a Wheatear, a Goldcrest, 2 Blackcaps and 3
Whitethroats were seen at Samphire Hoe, whilst a Buzzard, 2 Sparrowhawks, 2 House Martins and 6 Swallows fl
over and an Arctic Skua, a Whimbrel, 2 Shelduck, ?titedted Divers, 14 Kittiwas and 26 Gannets flew east at
sea. A Yellow Wagtail and a Brambling flew north over Saltwood.

The wind returned to the soutivest from the 21 and again temperatures slowly increased towards 20°C, though
coastal fog on the 2%and 25" made it feel coter and hampered observations
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A Whimbrel, a Reed Warbler, 2 Cett
Warblers and the first 2 Sedge Warblers of t
year were at Nickoll's Quarry on the*2When
4 Buzzardflew over Saltwood and a Goldcre:
2 Blackcaps and 4 Whitethrsa were at
Samphie Hoe, where a Red Kjt2 Rooks, <
Yellow Wagtails, 6 House Martins and
Swallows flew over, and a Shelduck,
Mediterranean Gulls, 6 Whimbrel, 10 Re
throated Divers, 11 Sandwich Terns,
Common Scoter, 12 Gannets and 20 Kittiwa
flew east at sea.

The latter site hosted the first Less
Whitethroat of the year the following day
when a single Willow Warbler was al
present, a Shag flew east and a Raven f
west. A Buzzard flew over Hythe and
Swallows flew in off the sedhe 23 produced
just a Willow Warbler, 2 Swallows, 2 Chiffche
and 6 Whitethroats at Samphire Hoe, with
single Wheatear at Princes Para&eabrook

Firecrest at Samphire Hoe (lan Roberts)

The next day was little better, with just a Lapwing and 2 Wiltharblers there, and 50 Brent Geese flying east. The
first 6 Swifts of the year were seen over Folkestone on tH& 2#hen a Lesser Whitethroat, a Blackcap, a Willow
Warbler, a Whimbrel and 7 Whitethroats were at Samphire Hoe and a Dunlin, a YellowI\WWagtaiise Martins and

6 Swallows flew over. Further Lesser Whitethroats were at Seabrook and Castle Hill (2), and a Wheatear, a Buzzar
Grey Partridge, 5 Swallows and 27 Yellowhammers were at Church Hougham.

A northerly wind and showers on the morninfjthe 26" led to a small arrival of migrants including a Blackcap, 2
Whinchats, 2 Yellow Wagtails, 2 Willow Warblers, 5 House Martins, 8 Whitethroats, 8 Chiffchaffs and 10 Wheatea
at Samphire Hoe, with Wheatears also noted arriving at Folkestone(®ieand Mill Point (4), with a Common
Sandpiper at the latter site. At sea a Little Egret, a Shag, 6 Shelduck, 24 Gannets and 27 Brent Geese passed by. .
Wheatears and 6 Whitethroats remained at Samphire Hoe the following day, but 2 Yellow WagtalSamllows
arrived in off the sea and 80 Wood Pigeons flew westhAtheronryin LympnePark Woodl2 nests were noted
again this year.

A couple of days of more southesterly winds followed and a Great Skua, a-Bded Godwit, 2 Blackhroated
Divers, 4 Eider, 4 Shelduck, 8 Mediterranean Gulls, 11 Whimbrel, 12 Brent &ud<g® Sandwich Terns flekast

past Samphir¢doeon the 28", with 7 HouseMartins and 10 Swallows arriving in off the sea, 2 Ravens, 5 Buzzards
and 6 Mute Swans flying west amdo Wheatears on the sea wall. A Buzzard, a House Martin, 4 Wheatears, 6
Whitethroats and 10 Swallows were at Abbotscliffe, a Common Sandpiper and 3 Yellow Wagtails were at Botolpt
Bridge and 3 Buzzards flew over Saltwood. On tHea29ellow Wagtail and Common Sandpipers were at Nickoll's
Quarry, a Swift flew over Princes ParaBeabrooka Little Egret, a Shag, a Curlew and a Wheatear were at Samphire
Hoe, where a Yellow Wagtail afmur Swallows flew in off the sea, a Greylag Goose flew east ovgra®dl andsix
Purple Sandpipers were at Battery Point.

The month ended with a cool northerly breeze picking up and ataihdviontagu's Harrier a Marsh Harrier, 6
House Martins, 23 Goldfinches and 24 Swallows arrived into the headwind at Samphirdteloakig a short rest

Fd 10020a0fAFTFST (GKS a2yl 3dzavast dver Rak#s®nieIWast statioh. ISantpie &
Hoe also produced a Little Egret, 2 Mediterranean Gulls and 18 Sandwich Terns flying east, whilst a Black Redsta
Lesser Whitethroat, 2 House Martins and 12 Whitethroats were at Clagetrne Gun Site.

There were 21 additions to the year list in April, which increased it to 161.
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May

May began with a cool northasterly wind on
the 1* and produced another Marsh Harrier (
Folkestone Racecourse, Westenhanger)
the first Hobby of the year (at Samphire Ho
A Whimbrel, 4 Common Scoter, 23 Kittiwak
29 Gannets and 68 Sandwich Terns flew ¢
past the latter site, where a Yellow Wag and
3 Swallows flew in off the sea, and a Wheatt
was grounded. At Botolph's Bridge a Peregri
a Common Sandpiper and a Yellow Wag
were noted.

Similar conditions the following day saw a mi
Montagu's Harrier arriving in off the sea a
Princes Parade, Seabrook whilst another
Hobby and a Yellow Wagtail were at Nicko
Quarry, and a Blaekroated Diver, a Gre
Plover, 2 Knot, 3 Arctic Skuas, 3 Shelduc
Oystercatchers, 5 Sanderling, 10 Rlecbated
Divers , 17 Batailed Godwits, 17 auks, 32
Whimbrel, 46 Common/Arctic Terns,
Kittiwakes, 165 Gannets and 192 Sandw
Terns flew east past Samphire Hoe, where
Shags were seen on the sea. | 200& |G bAOl2tftQa vdz !

The 3" saw the wind move round to the south soutfest butraptors continue to arrive with &loney Buzzaraver
Saltwood where aSwift was also noted. Sea passage improved, vatiBlackthroated Diver, a Sanderling, 2
MediterraneanGulls,3 Pomarine Skuas3 Shelduck] O Velvet Scoter, 14 Brent Geese, 20 Whirhi#2@ Kittiwakes,
26 Common Gulls, 34 Sandwich Terns, 37 Common Scoter, 9éh8éated Gulls and 113 Common/Arctic Terns
(including the first of théatter species for the yegoing east past Samphire Hoe.

Samphire Hoealso produced2 Yellow Wagtails2 Sand Martins, 11 House Martjn7 Carrion Crow and 85
Swallows flingin off the sea2 Ravens, 2 SparrowhawKsBuzzardand16 Oystercatchey flying west and a Willow
Warbler in the bushes. At Crete Hill the first tRang Ouzelsf the year and 2@wallowsvere seen, an@ Whimbrel

flew east over HytheThe wind increased from the souitest on the 4 and just a singl&reat Skua, 3 Retiroated
Divers, 30 Common Scoter, 40 Gannets and 45 Sandwich Terns flew east past Samphire Hoe, whilst aaitieatea
2 Willow Warblers were grounded and 20 Swallows flew in off the sea. The first two Garden Warblers of the yee
were noted at Heane Wood, Saltwood.

The wind eased on the™sand the sea was again productive with the highlight being an exceptiona¢nme of
Common/Arctic Terns in the afternoon, with up 890 per hour passing east past Samphire Hoe before thick fog
rolled in and halteccounting Other birds of note moving ughannel here included a Great Skaadylediterranean
Gull 2 Whimbrel, 4 Rethroated Dives, 5 Arctic Skuag Oystercatches, 6 Little Terns, 20 Kittiwake23 Dunlin 25
Sandwich Temmand 62 Common Scotewhilst an Arctic Skua, a Beiled Godwit, 5 Whimbrel, 5 Retiroated
Divers, 15 Little Terns, 38 Sandwich Terns and #n@m Scoter passed Folkestone PigrYellow Wagtail and 7
Swallowsflew in off the seaat the former site withl5 Swallows in off the seat the latter. A flock okix Velvet
Scotenwere alscseen in the bay off Mill Poirstnd aHobby flew north over Saitood.

Fog persisted into the morning of thd" &vhich hampered observations batflock of 29Blacktailed Godwitsflew

west close inshore dBattery Point Seabrook where aLittle Ternwas lingering and Purple Sandpipenrgmained.
At Samphire Ho&reenshankDunlinand Whimbrelcould be heard calling and a lattake Pocharavas on the main
pond.
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Once conditions had cleared Great Skua, :
Pomarine Skuas3 MedterraneanGullsand 30
Comnon/Arctic Terns fleweast past the latter
site, whilst aWillow Warblerwas present,2

Redpolls, 2 Swallows and 3 House Martins f
over. A Yellow Wagtailwas on the Hythe
Imperial golf coursén the evening

On a calm % another 2 Pomarine Skuas?2
Redthroated Divers, 10 Sandwich Terns and
Common/Arctic Tears flew east past Copt Poil
and a Common Sandpiper, 2 Whimbrel, 8 Li
Terns, 16 Batailed Godwits and 51 Comma
Scoter flew east past Folkestone Pier, wher
Blackthroated Diver was seen on the sea.
Samphire Hoe a Great Skua, a Blédwrkated
Diver, 3 Shelduck, 3 Oystercatcher 14
Whimbrel, 15 Little Terns, 30 Sandwich Ter
39 Bartailed Godwits, 110 Common Scot
and 200 Common/Arctic Terns flew east
Greylag Goosdlew west, 3 Swallows flew ir
off the sea and a Wheatear was present
Another migrant Pochard appeared on the
canal atTwiss RoadHythe, 9 Swiftswere at Little Tern at Battery Point (Brian Harper)
Saltwood Castleand 6 House Martins and 2.

Swiftswere at Saltwood

A band of leavy rain passed through on th& &nd there was little to be seen. The next few days were dominated by
strong southwesterly winds and were generally unproductive. On tffead Arctic Skuaa Redthroated Diver 9
Sandwich Tem 10 Kittiwakes, 40Gannes and 90Common Scoter flew eastpt Samphire Hgevhere2 Swallows
and 4 Swiftarrived in off the sea. The following day saw jB8tCommon Scotetseadingeastthere andé Swallows

in off the sea

On the 11" an Arctic Skua, a Shag and 92 Common Scoters flew past Folkestone PieBwiits 2nd 21 Swallows
flew in off the seaA Hobby, 2 Swifts, 15 Swallows and 19 House Martins flew in off the sea at Samphtte Hoe
next day, and &uckoo and 2 Yellow Wagtailere at Botolph's BridgeA Cuckoowasat Hythe Rangesn the 13",
when aGreylag Goose flew south over Saltwoadd5 Swiftswere notedthere.

Another day of moderate westerly winds on the™gromised little so the discovery of a flockteh Beeeatersat
Saltwood came as quite a shock but unfortunately they quickly moved on. Elsewhere just a single Swallow in off tl
sea at Samphire Hoe and a Shag offshore were of AgtéArctic Skua, 2 Great Skuas and 40 Common Scoter flew
east past Samphire Hdbe nextday as the wind again increased from the seutbst, and40 Swifts arrived in off

the sea there. The 1Byielded just a singlevhimbrel east past Samphire Haad4 Shelduck on the pond

The wind switched round to the north from the L and aGoldcrest 9 Swallows, 11 Swifts and 20 House Martins
were seemat Samphire Hoewhere aRedthroated Diver 15 Sandwich Temand 50/N/ood Pigeons flew east, and a
migrant Willow Warblerwas at Broadmead Village pond’he next day saw hittle Tern, a Batailed Galwit, 2
Whimbrel, 2 Shags, 2 Little Egrets and 6 Shelduckfalkestone Pier antkn Swallows flew in off the sethere,
whilst aHobby, 3 Swifts, 5 Swallows and 17 House Maxtiese at Samphire HoeThere was little of note on the
19", though3 BlackRedstarts at Samphire Hircluded 2 birds which appeared to be new arrivals.
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The 2% offered some signs of encourageme
with an Arctic Skua, 5 B#ailed Godwits, 10
Gannets, 10 Kittiwakes, 15 Swifts and

Whimbrel flying east past Samphire Hoe, amd
increase there to 40 House Martins, whilst

Swallows flew north over Hythélhe 22° saw
considerable improvement with the firs
Spotted Flycatcher and a new Lest
Whitethroat at Samphire Hoe, where an Arc
Skua, an Oystercatcher, 2 Whimbrel, 3dR ¢}
breasted Mergansers, 25 Sandwich Terns anc &
Common Scoters east early morning. Then
the late morning &Red Kiteflew over Saltwood
and aHoney Buzzardand a probable Marst
Harrier flew over Folkestone, with a Mar:
Harrier over Samphire Hoe in th&aning, when
a Longeared Owlwas found at Nickoll's Quarn
where a Cetti's Warbler, 2 Cuckoos and
Swifts were also seerOn the 23rd threeRed
Kites flew west over West Parade, Hythe ea
morning and a Nightingale was singing at Hy
Ranges lateevening (eported aspresent for
about afortnight).

Longeared Owl at Nickoll's Quarry (Brian Harper)

This productive spell continued into t12" when aBeeeater flew over Hythe with presumably the same bird later
seen flying northwest over Nickths Quarry, where 25 Swifts and a mixed flock of around 600 Swallows and House
Martins were feeding over the lak&he first Turtle Dove was seen on Donkey Street, near Botolph's Bridge pub, on
the 25", and four Grey Wagtails were at Enbrook P&indgae the next day. A Whimbrel was on the rock groyne
opposite the Hotel ImperialHythe on the 27 and two Yellow Wagtails were at Botolph's Bridge. A flock of 9
Oystercatchers flew west at Samphire Hoe on th&.28 Spotted Flycatcher was at Samphire ldoethe 29" and

the afternoon saw a marked arrival of hirundines and Swifts, with 20 Swallows, 100 House Martins and 100 Swifts
the Willop Outfall, and 100 Swifts and 400 House Martins at Gegedrne. The next day a Hobby flew over Hythe in
the evenng, whilst16 Swifts and 105 House Martins flew west at Samphire d¢tothe 3£, and he month ended

on a high with &urple Herorflying north over Saltwoodh the afternoon There were 13 additions to the year list in
May, which increased it to 174.

June

There was a dry but relatively cool start to the month with a nartisterly breeze persisting for the first ten days
and small numbers of migrants continued to arrive. These included a particularly impressive array of raptors
beginning with arOspreyflying in off the sea at Samphire Hoe on thg then a Honey Buzzardn off the sea at
Capelle-Ferne, aHen Harrierflying west at Samphire Hgeand singles oRed Kite Hobby and Peregrine over
Saltwood the next day. Sightings of local Buzzdedtrel and Sparrowhawk, and a nestling Tawny Owl at Newington
brought the bird of prey total for the day to 9 spedi@ssecondHoney Buzzardew north over Saltwooan the 6",

which wasfollowed bya further Hobbyover Cheritoron the &, anOspreynorth over Abbotscliffeon the 18" and a

Red Kiteover Cheiton on the 11".

Other migrants comprised Collared Dovand 2 Jaydlying east atSamphire Ho®n the 7 a lateWillow Warbler
there on the %', newly-arrived Chiffchaff and Lesser Whitethrottiere on the 7', and small numbers of incoming
Swifts and Swallows. It was rather quiet offshore, with a single Shelduck easBaagthire Hoeon the £, 3
Oystercatchers east there the next day, a IRedthroated Diveroffshore on the %, and 70 Cmmon Scoter east
there on the &', whilst a Shag was seen on several dates, with 2 on theTMioLapwing atAbbotscliffeon the 10"
were also of note.
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A few days of strong soutlwesterly winds
followed, accompanied by some drizzle a
showers, and twoManx Shearwatets 25
Common Scoter and 26 Gannets flew west
Samphire Hoen the 12", with anotherManx
Shearwatey 10 Gannetsand 50 Common
Scoterpassing there the next day. A furth80
Common Scoter fleveast there on the 18
when75 Swifts flew west

When the weather settled down a singir
Marsh Warblerwas found in suitable breedin
habitat on the 17 but the newscould not be
released in casthe bird attracted a mate anc
attempted to nest. After a couple of day
however it appeared to move on and so w
presumably just a late migrant.

Male White Wagtail at Samphire Hoe (lan Roberts)

The thirdOspreyof the monthflew east over Folkestanon the 18 (there had been only two previous records in
June before this year, singles in 2003 and 2012), whearkew and a Grey Heron flew west at Samphire.Hoe

A rather quiet spell followed before a returni@reen Sandpiparas seen aSamphireHoeon the 27" and aHoney
Buzzardflew in off the seahere the next day. A lat8potted Flycatchewas at the same site on the 8when250
Swifts flew eastand twoHobbieswere hunting along the cliffs there on the 29whilst two Mute Swansand 47
Swifts flew overand119 Swifts flew nortkbwest over Cheriton

During the last few days of the month it became apparent that a pair of White Wagtails was nesting at Samphir
Hoe, and the female was se@arrying foodinto the compound on the 28 confrming the first ever successful
breeding of this form locally (and apparently the first occurrence in the county for other thirty years).

There were threeadditions to the year list in June, which increased it to 177.

July

July was mostly dry, settled and relatively warm, with daytinighstypically exceeding 20°. Thetemperature
peaked at close to 3C on the 2%, preceding spectacular thunderstorms over the eastern side of Kent the following
night, and further thunder®rms followed on the 27th.

Three Manx Shearwaterslew past Samphire Hoeon the ', when2 Sand Martins and 30 Swifts flew west at
Abbotscliffe ACommon Sandpiper was heard callatghe former site the next day, whil& Shags were on the sea
and 30 Common Scoter flew wesOn the 3 a Curlew, 3 Teal, 8 Common Scoters, 30 Gannets and 54 Swifts flew
west there anda Guillemot waseenon the sea whilst up to 5 Mediterranean Gulls were noted there during the
month.

On the 6' 20 Common Scotédtew west at Samphire Hoand a Shag was noted there the next day. A fiweeding
flock of Starlings began to accumulate at the same site, with 26 on"the@easing to 40 on the £2and 50 on the
14",

A flock of fiveShags were on the sea off Samphireetén the 12" and 40 Common Scoter flew westhilst the
following day produced the most remarkable record of the month wiieee Brent Geese flew east past Samphire
Hoe (the first ever July sighting), though arguably more significant was the appearance there of a juvenile Whit
Wagtail with its parents on the 4
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Return passage became more evident frc

around midmonth, with 2 Lapwings at

Abbotscliffeand a Crossbillflying west there

on the 14", when a Whimbrel, an =
Oystercatcher3 Sand Martisand 30Common

Scoterflew past Samphire Hoe and House

Sparrowbegan a tweday stay. Reed Warbler

was at Abbotscliffe the next day and &

Kingfisher was flushed from bushesat
Samphire Hoen the 18"

Three Crossbills flew west over Hythen the
20", with a flock ofabout 15flying west there
the next day and a further three west ov
Samphire Hoeon the 229 when aCommon

Sandpipewas also of note. Mediterranean Gull at Samphire Hoe (Dave Featherbe)

Anotherfive Crossbills flew south over Saltwood the 26" and aHobbyand 4 Common Sandpipengre notedat
Samphire Hoen the 27". There were no additions to the year list in July.

August

August remainednostly dry, settled and warpwith daytime peaks regularly abo2€° C though there were a few
showers, some thundery, in the first week, and a #taéaring front passed through on the 225",

A Hobby was chasing House MartatsRisboough Barracks, Cheritaon the T and singles oWheatear, a Willow
Warbler and Shag were noted a@amphire Hoeon the 4". A Lesser Whitethroat, 2 Willow Warblers and 9
Whitethroatswere at Abbotscliffeon the 5", whilst4 Common Terns and 8 Sandwitdrnswere seen offSamphire
ng A Wheatear and 6 Willow Warbleveere at the latter site on the's with aHobby at Church Houghaan the
8",

The 11" saw a small arrival of migrants, withGrasshopper Warbler, 5 Willow Warblers and 24 Whitethroats a
Abbotscliffe whilst aMarsh Harrier flewhigh over Botolph's Bridgeoad, and a Common Sandpiper and 3 Ringed
Plovers were at Hythe Redoul#.Wheatear, a Lesser Whitethroat, 4 Willow Warblers and 17 Whitethreete at
Abbotscliffethe following day ad 2 Sedge Warblers, 2 Willow Warblers and 7 Whitethroeg¢se at Samphire Hoe
where the postbreeding Starling flock peaked at 150.

A Cuckoo, a Sedge Warbler, a Chiffchaff, 3 Wheatears, 5 Willow Warblers and 7 Whitetleressts Samphire Hoe

on the 13" and aMarsh Harriewas seerat Abbotscliffe with presumably the same bird seen again there the next
day, when aSedge Warbler, 2 Whinchats, 5 Wheatears, 6 Whitethroats, 6 Lesser Whitethroats and 30 Willow
Warblerswere also noted, and 8edge Warblera Common Sandpiper, 4 Willow Warblers, 6 Whitethroats and 24
Mediterranean Gullsvere at Samphire Hogwith aGreenshank and 2 Yellow Wagtdijsng west there.

A Common Redstara Sedge Warbleand 2 Willow Warblerswere at Samphire Hoen the 18" and 2 Common
Sandpipers, 2 Sedge Warblers, 3 Willow Warblers, 3 Black Redstarts, 3 Blackcaps and 11 Whitetteraaited

there the following day. On the 7Samphire Ho@roduced aSedge Warbler, a Blackcap and 7 Willow Warblers
with a Wheatear at Abbdicliffe, a Green Sandpiper and a Common Sandpiper at Hythe Redoubt, 2 Wheatears on
the Hythe Imperial Golf Coursand 5 Yellow Wagtailsyfhgwest alongPrinces Parade, Seabrook
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A flock offour Balearic Shearwaterflew west
past Samphire Hoen the 18", when4 Willow
Warblers and 30 Gannetswere also logged
and a Yellow Wagtail flew over CheritorA
further three shearwates, presumably als«
Balearics, flew west pastolkestone Piethe
next day, as did Marsh Harrier, 2 Arctic Skug
and 10 Common Scotsr whilst aBuzzardan
Arctic Skuaga Sand Martin, 4 Common Scote
7 Sandwich Ternand 35 Gannetdlew west
past Samphire Hoge where a Cuckoo, a
Common Sandpiper, a Blackcap and 3 Wil
Warblers were seen. In the evening sing
Wheateas were at Hythe Redoubt andhe
Hythe Imperial Golf Course

A Common Sandpiper, 2 Wheatears, 3 Will
Warblersand 6 Whitethroatswere atSamphire
Hoeon the 20", when2 Yellow Wagtails flev
eastthere and aboutl00 Mediterranean Gull
were seen hawkingants above the site A
Whinchat a Lesser Whitethroat and 5 Willo
Warblerswere presem there the next day and
another 2 Yellow Wagtails flew ovemnhilst a Common Sandpiper &tythe Redoubt (Brian Harper)
Raven flew west at Lympne and a Buzzard f

south-west over Saltwood

Two Hobbies, 2 Whitethroats, 3 Wheatears and 15 Swallaeee at SamphireHoe on the 229, when aWheatear

wasat Hythe Redouh®2 Wheatearsvere at Hythe Rangeand 2 Willow Warblersvere seerin a garden in Cheriton
A Comnon Sandpiper, a Wheatear and 2 Sedge Warblene at SamphireHoe the next day ané Yellow Wagtails
flew east whilst aReed Warbler, 5 Willow Warbler and 13 Whitethroatsre at Abbotscliffe

A Whinchat, a Wheatear, a Common Sandpiper, a Dunlin, a Lesser Whitethroat, 3 Willow Warblers, 3 Robins an
Whitethroatswere at Samphire Hoe on the 24and a singlerellow Wagtail flew oveA Green Sandpiper flew west

at Abbotscliffeon the 25", where 2 Whinchats, 4 Willow Warbler and 10 Whitethroats were also seen a
Common Sandpiper and 3 Wheateavsre at Samphire HoeA Redstart, a Sedge Warbler, a Chiffchaff, 2 Reed
Warblers, 2 Lesser Whitethroats, 8 Whitethroats and 10 Willow Warklers @untedin the Botolph's Bridgeoad

/ Nickoll's Quarry area and 3 Common Sandpipesee at Hythe Redoubt

On the 26' two Spotted Flycatchers, 2 Whitethroats, 2 Yellow Wagtails and 4 Willow Warkésesat Capele-

Ferne Gun Sitand aWhinchat, a Spo#td Flycatcher, a Sedge Warbler, a Raven, a Lapwing, a Common Sandpiper,
Curlew, an Oystercatcher, 2 Lesser Whitethroats, 3 Willow Warblers, 3 Robins, 4 Wheatears, 5 Common Scoter «
12 Whitethroats at Samphire Haehilst about 8 Yellow Wagtails flew oueElsewhere &Vhinchat, 2 Shoveler and 4
Tealwere at Botolph's Bridgea Common Sandpiper, 2 Wheatears and 3 Yellow Wagtails at Hythe Redoubta

Grey WagtaiWasat Horn Streetind2 Yellow Wagtailaere at Nickoll's Quarry

AHoney Buzzar@nd 3 Buzzardiew over Peenen the27", when aReed Warbler, 2 Green Sandpipers, 2 Robins, 3

Whinchats, 3 Black Redstarts, 3 Yellow Wagtails, 8 Wheatears and 8 Whitethevatst Samphire Hoand aSwift
and a Little Owlvere at Church Hougham
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On the 28" a Whinchat, 2 Robins, 3 Blac
Redstarts, 4 Willow Warblers, 6 Whitethroal
7 Mediterranean Gulls, 9 Wheatears and 2
House Martinsvere at Samphire Hoe anfibur

Yellow Wagtails flew oveA Hobby, a Buzzar
and a Whinchatvere at Abbotscliffe a Garden
Warbler was along Botolph's Bridgeoad, a

Common Sandpiper and a Wheateaere at

Hythe Redouhta Peregrine anden Buzzards
flew over Saltwoodhnd a Yellow Wagtail flew
over Cheriton

A Pied Flycatcher, 3 Willow Warblers anc
Whitethroats were at Capele-Ferne Gun Site
on the 29", when a Raven and a Less
Whitethroat were at Abbotscliffe 2
Wheatears, 3 Willow Warblers and
Whinchatswere at Samphire Hoe and an Arct
Skua flew easthere. The 38 produced a
Redstart along Crete Road Easd aHobby,a
Blackcap, a Willow Warbler, 2 Rob® 5
Whinchats 5 Whitethroas and12 Wheatears
at Samphire Hoend 2 Yellow Wagtasl flew
east. Honey Buzzard at Peene (Brian Harper)

The final day of the month sawYellow Wagtail and 2 Peregrinatongat Botolph's Bridgeaad and 2 Wheatears at
Hythe RedouhtThere were fouradditions to the year list in August, which increased it to 181.

September

The dry, settledweather lasted into the first few days of Septembarith peak temperatures even approaching

30° Con the §". Migrants continued to trickle through, including singles of Grey WagtailAdeotscliffe and Yellow
Wagtail over Crete Road East on ttie when a Willow Warbler and 3 Robins were at Samphire Hoe and 3 Buzzards
flew north-east over Saltwood. A count of around 450 Mediterranean Gulls at Copt Point that evening was also ¢
note. On the 2 a Whinchat, a Wheatear, a Lesser Whitethroat, ddwilWarbler and 300 House Martins were at
Samphire Hoe and a Sedge Warbler dfka evening catching moths in a Saltwood garden.

A Firecrest, a Shag, 2 Willow Warblers, 3 Black Redstarts, 3 Blackcaps, 4 Wheatears, 5 Whinchats and 5 Whitethr
were at @mphire Hoe on the'§ and a Redstart, a Dunlin, a Sedge Warbler, 2 Reed Warblers, 4 Robins and
Whitethroats were present the next day, with another Redstart at Abbotscliffe and a Yellow Wagtail ovef" The 5
produced a Grasshopper Warbler, a WhinclaChiffchaff, a Redshank, 9 Robins and 10 Whitethroats at Samphire

Hoe, and 2 Grey Wagtails flew east, with a Reed Warbler, a Blackcap, 2 Wheatears, 2 Chiffchaffs, 3 Black Redstat
Robins, 5 Whinchats and 9 Whitethroats there the following day, whéne§ Wagtails flew west.

There was marked change in the weather from tHevihen strong southwesterly winds were accompanied by
showers, and there were further showers or more prolonged periods of rain on all of the following ten days. Just
Wheatear ad 2 Whinchats were afiote at Samphire Hoe on thé"ivhen 2 Curlews flew west, and the next day
produced a Yellowhammer, 2 Whinchats, 4 Robins, 4 Whitethroats and 7 Chiffchaffs at Samphire Hoe, and 4 Yell
Wagtails at Abbotscliffe. On thé"@ Garden \arbler, a Sedge Warbler, a Willow Warbler, Blackcap, Song Thrush, 4
Chiffchaffs and 7 Whitethroats were at Samphire Hoe and 2 Grey Wagtails flew west, whilst the same site yielded
Whinchat, a Wheatear, a Sedge Warbler, 3 Whitethroats and 4 Chiffchaffollowing day, when a single Arctic
Skua flew west.
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