Fdkestone and Hythe Birds
Tetrad Guide: TR1R
(Sandling Postling Wentsand surrounding areas
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The complex of woods provides much of t
interest in this tetrad including some
important breeding species in the loc
context. The only comimed breeding records
from the recentatlas of Firecrest (at Hous
Wood) and Willow Warbler (at Bluehous
Wood) were in TR13N, as well as the o
probable breeding records of Garden Warb
(at Bluehouse Wood, Cowtye Wood a
Heane Wood).
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Confirmed breding of Mandarin, probable
Tufted Duck Buzzard Stock Dove and
Nuthatch and possibleLittle Grebe, Hobby
Cuckoo and Marsh Tiwvere other highlights
from the wooded areas, whilst th
surrounding open country holdseedingRed
legged Partridge, Sky Larkveadow Pipit,
Linnet, Yellowhammer and Reed Buntirg
winter Woodcockfrequent the woods, with
small numbers of Siskin and Redpoll, &
occasionally Brambling or Crossbill.
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The farmland areas attract Lapwings, sometimes joined by a few Golden Rnénwinter thrushes, whilst flooded
areas can hold Green Sandpigparticularly the field opposite the bridleway to BluehousB)e lake in Chesterfield
Wood can hold good numbers of wintering wildfowl, with peak count@Mandarin, 32 Gadwall, 40n®ail and
180 Teal andoccasionallattracts Wigeon, Shovelesind Pochardwith single records oBarganeyand Goldeneye

Garden Warbler at Heane Wood Mandarin at Chesterfield Wood



Ravens have been seen regularly since 2013 and may breed in €uficehurst in hig\ History of the Birds of Kent
mentionsa { I £ ( & 2 &&historiic Nésting site

Spotted Flycatcheand Redstart have occurred on passage, whilst flyover raptors in recent years have involvec
Marsh Harrier, Hen Harrier, Goshawk aRdughlegged Buzzardand in autumn 2008 a satelliteacked Osprey

from Loch Garten spent two weeks in the ardimtable oddities have includedooded Crow, Waxwing and Black
bellied Dipper.

Buzzard at Sandling

Osprey at Chesterfield Wood Tealat Chesterfield Wood




Chesterfield Wood

Looking soutkeast towards Bluehouse Wood




Prior to their population declines, the tetrad formerly held breeding Turtle Dove, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker an
Willow Tit, and probably Nightingale and Wood Warpland there have been a number of other interesting
historical sightings in the tetrad. The first county record of Reded Falcon occurred in Sandling Park in the early
part of the summer of 1862 and formed part of the collection of Mayaltigth Deedes of Saltwood Castle, having
been shot by Is gamekeeper, a Mr. B. Turner.

In the 19504H. Schreiber was generating records from the Sandling Park area. Little is known of the observer but t
was evidently also a bird ringer, and his captures includeddadcbreasted Barn Owls during very hard weather in
January 1960Perhaps the most significant observation he made was of Golden Orioles seen or heard near Sandlir
Station in the breeding season for four successive years from 1954. Also of note wdag regords of Crossbills at
Sandling Park, and singles there of Relegijued Buzzard, Corncrake, Quail and Hoopoe, with some very notable
counts of Mallard, Sparrowhawk, Grey Partridge, Water Rail, Woodoutkay, some of which are still record totals

to date.

Looking north towards Sandling Park
Access and Parking

There are several ladyys on the A20 where it is possible to park for free or there are pay and display car parks al
Sandling Station (£3.20 per day on weekdays, £2.00 on Saturday(fr &1 Sunday) or just to the south of the
tetrad at Brockhill Country Park (see TR13 M for det&lsndling Station is on the main Folkestone to Ashford train
line and is also served by Stagecoach buses (see their website for details).

The network of éotpaths and bridleways run through or adjacent to most of thain wooded areas. Sandling Park
is usually open to the public on just one day each year, in May (look out for details wwiligilgrimshospicesrg
website).



http://www.pilgrimshospices.org/

